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Tornado Day: 12 August 2017
A snapshot of the day from participants
The day the Walton Pier Express pulled by Tornado 60163 came to Walton-onthe-Naze meant different things to so many people. There have been numerous
reports of the day already so we thought it would make a change to relate some
impressions of the day. For some it started very early (5am) and didn’t finish
until the last firework went off and the train departed for London.
Maria, from the Walton Forum, travelled up to Liverpool Street to catch the
train back to Walton so she could tell passengers about the delights of the town
and sell trips on James Stevens No.14:
“Eventually blessed with warm weather – it wasn’t too breezy in a Victorian
bathing suit at 5.30am – we caught the train to Liverpool Street. It was positively
buzzing with excitement as passengers made their way to Tornado. The platform
was crowded with eager spectators; there was a feeling I can only compare to
Christmas morning. We could hear the engine before it came into view, but I
couldn’t contain my excitement any longer. I just had to run down the platform
to get a picture, something many other passengers did too! The atmosphere during
the journey to Walton was incredible. I made my
way up the train to let everyone know what they
could do once they arrived in the resort.
Everyone was in great spirits, perhaps due to the
number of ‘drinks!’ being guzzled at 8.30am. I
even snapped a picture of a family tucking into
a huge Victoria Sponge: they sure knew how to
travel in style. Another highlight of our trip was
spending time with Walton’s dear vicar. As he
was with two idiots (me and a mate) in Victorian bathing suits, everyone assumed
that he too was in fancy dress! He had to spend the entire journey convincing
passengers that he was, in fact, a real vicar. Once we arrived in Walton, the day
continued along the same crazy path - it was magnificent!”
Roger Kennell:
“With my ‘Tornado Volunteer’ name badge at the ready, my first thought was
a coffee on the lower promenade. This was followed by a walk with an
ever-increasing throng towards the railway station to await with anticipation the
arrival of Tornado. Everyone was excited, both young and old, waiting patiently
and with frequent checking of watches and cameras. Eventually a whistle was
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heard in the distance heralding the train’s arrival. Necks began to crane and then
suddenly there she was, lights on, whistle blowing approaching the platform in
an almost regal fashion. What a sight! Thereafter I did a couple of stints at the
Heritage Trust stall in the traffic-free High Street. The atmosphere grew as more
and more visitors arrived. It was to be a memorable and long-remembered day
for Walton when Tornado marked the 150th anniversary of the railway coming
to the town.”
Jen Gilkes, first on duty at the Information Point near the Naze Tower:
“We welcomed classic cars and their owners; few in number but great in
presentation. They were much appreciated by the enthusiasts who came to view.
It was amusing to watch some of the motorists who, despite being given clear
signals, not to mention some pretty vigorous gesticulations directing them to the
display area, chose to take the scenic route via the car park and Essex Wildlife
Centre before realising that we were not giving them friendly waves but were in
fact directing them to the show arena! Of course, they rather sheepishly had to
about turn; a bit of a chuckle, though!”
Judi Waters, a volunteer at the Community Centre, dubbed the ‘Volunteer Quiet
Hub’ for the day:
“What a wonderful experience!
Such a joy to see Walton full of
families enjoying themselves.
And the train!! Wow! Memories
of my childhood stirred: the
smell and the steam. A more
sedate time …
A terrific day! Brilliant idea,
brilliantly organised. A privilege
to be part of it.”
[Editor’s note: organising a ‘big
event’ is a huge undertaking. It’s
like an iceberg: one-tenth on
view and the other nine-tenths out of sight. Good planning is paramount: what
needs to be done? When? Where? By whom? Volunteers?]
We hear from Ann Gladwell, the team leader; a ‘whirlwind’ on the day,
travelling around town checking her team of volunteers was okay:
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“A family of seven approached one of the information points and asked for their
free wristbands for the pier. The father then put £7 into the St Helena Hospice
bucket. When I commented that I thought that it was a generous donation, he
replied that in normal circumstances he couldn’t afford to pay for his family to
go on the rides on the pier as each wristband would cost £10. Happily, 12 August
was the day that they all got to go on the pier rides!”
Amanda Ali:
“To attend Tornado Day at the pier, where the rides were free, was like being
Charlie with the golden ticket to Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Factory! It was a
delight to be able to choose whichever ride we liked and have as many turns as
we wanted. My choice, at 42, is still the merry-go-round. Fun was had by all
three generations of our family who enjoyed the magic of the occasion.”
Fran, on Bath House Meadow:
“How could anyone have missed Tornado coming to Walton? Well, we did!
Two Johns, two Pauls, a Sharon, an Ann, a Jean and a Fran, eight high-vis orange
marshals’ bibs, a few cones, a piece of rope and three minibuses; mix them
together and what did we get? A fantastic team of car park attendants, taking
money and parking cars on the Bath House Meadow for ten hours! Not a hitch,
not a queue all day; rows of perfectly parked cars, spaces for everyone, reliable
transport to and from the station or The Naze. Why did we have such a good
time you may ask? One reason: we raised lots of money for St Helena Hospice.
The second reason: eager and keen visitors, old and young, asking questions,
telling us their interest in the train and, on their return, hearing of their excitement
at their day’s experiences. Anyone in need of experienced car park attendants?”
Shirley & Don Bishop, who are in their 80s, on Bath House Meadow:
“Tornado Day! What a Day! Fun Day! Family Day! Fantastic Day! We were
manning the Information
Point at Bath House Meadow
from 11.30am for three
hours and it was manic (in a
good way) almost from the
start of our stint. Happy folks
buying brochures, ‘fighting’
for free wristbands for rides
on the pier, wanting and
receiving information, and
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generously giving donations. We enjoyed it so much the time just flew by. When
2.30pm came, we went to absorb the great atmosphere in the town and made our
way to All Saints’ Parish Church where there was a special service conducted
by the Reverend Peter Edwards. It was a wonderful end to a wonderful day.
Sadly, we didn’t get to see Tornado. We only heard the whistle and smelt the
iconic smell. Congratulations to all involved in organising this amazing event,
which also benefited that excellent charity, St Helena Hospice.”
Tess, selling trips on James Stevens No.14 and getting passengers to Titchmarsh
Marina:
“The day dawned with the building of pop-up information points and ended with
a cuddle; the prompt being a local shopkeeper telling me, ‘That was a great day
for Walton. We have, in my memory, never known the like.’”
Jasmine Ham, on the last shift at the Information Point in Bath House Meadow
with Irene Lightowler:
“Just wanted to say how much I enjoyed the day! People were so happy and very
generous with their donations. People arriving after 5pm were still desperate to
pay a fiver to park, even though the car park attendants had left by that time.”
Sue Cobbe, a passenger on the train:
“When I arrived at Walton Station with my son, Nigel, and grandson, Alexander,
in advance of the 13.32 hrs train, they were amazed to see the crowds and sense
all the excitement. We were only
in the waiting area marquee for a
short time before being marshalled
to the platform by a lady in
Victorian costume carrying a
Taylor Wimpey carriage banner.
We could hear and smell Tornado
before it actually steamed
majestically into Walton Station.
Alexander was so excited to have
such a close-up view of this
famous locomotive as it slowly
passed us. For me, it was very
nostalgic to hear the sounds of a
steam engine and smell the burning coal. Once seated, we sat back to enjoy the
journey to Colchester and delighted in feeling the train quickly pick up speed. It
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was wonderful to see how many spectators had turned out to see the splendid
sight of Tornado pushing from one end of the train and a striking red diesel
(DB66) on the other end. People were everywhere, waving and cheering: in
gardens backing onto the line, in fields, on platforms and bridges. We
enthusiastically returned their waves.
We were fortunate in having our experience prolonged, because ours was the
train that was scheduled to take on coal so, having arrived at Colchester Town
station with the diesel at the front, Tornado then pulled the train out of the station
back to the rail triangle near Hythe in order to get to Colchester North Station.
During the re-coaling we were allowed off the train, which delighted Alexander
and Nigel, because it gave them more opportunities for photographs. The return
journey was slower than anticipated but we didn’t mind as Tornado ambassadors
came by and chatted to us about future trips for engine and a fellow passenger
told us about her travels and work for Benin Christian Support which was
extremely interesting. Once back at Walton Station, Alexander was thrilled to
stand in front of Tornado to have his photo taken. He was extremely reluctant
to leave the station until I told him that he could have free rides on the pier! A
wonderful day and one to remember.”
Linda Ellis & John Barter, Trust volunteers manning the Trust stall in
Millennium Square:
“Tornado Day started for us early in March 2017 when Councillor Mark Platt
requested the Trust’s help, through
Ann Gladwell, to organise a Big
Event in Walton for charity. Our
small team: Ann, Sue, Tess, Phil,
Josie and the two of us, started
coming up with ideas to occupy the
350 passengers arriving in Walton
from London on the Walton Pier
Express early in the morning until
they returned to the capital on the
last train at 8.30pm, filling the day
with activities for them and all the
other expected visitors to the town.
Some two public meetings with
Walton businesses and several
meetings gathering volunteers later, the day took shape.
In addition to the five return trips to Colchester on Tornado there were:
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● free rides on the pier,
● seven open gardens,
● live music in Millennium Square
from 10am to 9pm, with the High
Street closed to traffic and lined
with picnic tables,
● special all-day opening of Walton
Maritime Museum,
● three trips on James Stevens
No.14,
● five Information Points around the town,
● platform marshals in Victorian costume getting passengers boarded onto
Tornado in record time,
● three performances of Punch & Judy in the Amphitheatre,
● classic cars on the Naze,
● three minibuses ferrying people from the railway station to the Bath House
Meadow to the Naze and, to top it all off,
● a magnificent firework display off the pier.
It was a brilliant day made possible by the 70 volunteers who gave their time to
support Councillor Platt and earn money for St Helena Hospice. If you missed
getting the Tornado Souvenir Brochure, these are available at the Crossing
Cottage for a £2 donation to the Hospice.
Memories of the day that linger: a 6.30am start delivering traffic cones plus
putting up gazebos for the Information Points and the Trust’s stall; watching the
happy visitors to Walton whilst manning the Trust stall during the day; relaxing
on the last train to Colchester with all the spectators along the route, some on
garage roofs, waving to the train; coming back to Walton in the dark, seeing the
lights blazing out from the Railway Museum and surely that was Tony Barrett
leaning over the fence trying to get a last snapshot of the train as it passed through
the level crossing and, lastly, watching the wonderful fireworks display from the
clifftop.”

From the Editor
David Wicks
Digital articles and/or images for inclusion in the next edition can be sent directly
to me or to secretary@fwheritage.co.uk. Please ensure that material for inclusion
is submitted no later than Saturday, 17 February. Material received after this
deadline will NOT BE INCLUDED. The next edition will be with members at
the end of March.
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Apple Day 2017
Ann Gladwell
I don’t usually start my report by saying how much money we made for the Trust,
but since Apple Day is one of our main fundraisers, I thought you might like to
say ‘Wow’ as I did when informed that our day’s takings weren’t far off £2,500!
We have never approached this figure before in the autumn for various reasons,
the weather being one of them. The rain attempted to derail us just before we
opened the gate to our visitors, but quickly dissipated, not to rear its head again
until the Fayre was well and truly over. How lucky was that?
Cakes and preserves always do well, but this year they did even better. Our
income was boosted by the sale of some beautifully-crafted bird nestboxes made
and donated by one of our members. Bric-a-brac continues to grow in popularity,
especially since we have taken pains to separate more everyday items from the
vintage items. So, please keep looking in your attics and sheds for good quality
stuff for the Spring Fayre.
Sales were also up for jewellery & toiletries, and the barbecue, despite the fact
that two ‘novices’ were corralled into helping as our usual volunteers were not
available! Once again, quality raffle prizes were on offer which, of course, meant
that we were likely to sell more
tickets. The sale of apples was
commensurate with last year, and
even the plant stall did well, which
is not something that we normally
expect in the autumn. And let’s not
forget our members on the tea table,
run ragged as usual, but still
managing to smile right up to the
end.
But enough talk of sales and money! As long as the weather is reasonable, and
the right atmosphere is created, our visitors will stay in the Cottage Gardens
longer, enjoy themselves more … and come again! So, to that end, I need
sincerely to thank all our volunteers, who once again excelled themselves, and
our members and non-members who turn up without fail to support us.
You can contact me as Fayre Coordinator on 01255 852914. PS: Wasn’t the
scarecrow outside the venue fantastic? (Illustrated on page 11.) It was made by
Tess Pike, one of our newer members.
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Up the garden path with Jenny Royce
As we drifted gently, but inevitably, into autumn and winter, assisted by the tail
end of the hurricane winds from the Caribbean, we reflected on a busy but fruitful
time in the Cottage Garden. Autumn is a festival of colours, with sunflowers and
pumpkins together with all the conkers and coloured leaves, as the days get
shorter and the nights get longer. The apple, pear and plum trees in the garden
have all produced a bumper crop of fruit.
The oak trees in and around the town have also had an abundance of acorns,
which attract jays. These are woodland birds and belong to the crow family. They
can be spotted more frequently at this time of year as they tend to spend more
time in the open searching for their favourite food, acorns. Each bird can hide
up to 2,000 acorns in a season many of which they never return to eat, making
jays important in the distribution of oak trees. I bet most of us thought that
squirrels were the main acorn ‘farmers’, hiding them for a rainy day!
The Anglia in Bloom award ceremony in September saw Frinton win Gold –
again! – and best overall winner in the small town category. There are six counties
in the Anglia in Bloom area, so for Frinton to win the overall prestigious small
town award is really special. It is not just the flower displays which impress the
judges when they visit. Everything from weeds, litter and graffiti will be noted
and lose us marks in their strict marking criteria.
So, my plea again, is for everyone to have some civic pride and pick up some
litter or pull out a weed as they walk around the town. It is not that difficult.
Helen Keller, the American who became both deaf and blind as a child, wrote:
“I long to accomplish a great and noble task, but it is my chief duty
to accomplish humble tasks as though they were great and noble.”
Picking up litter is a humble task and will benefit Frinton, so don’t leave it to
someone else to do and think like Helen Keller instead.
Peter and Susan, affectionately known as ‘The Railway Children’ no longer have
to carry heavy watering cans from the Cottage Garden to the Station Garden
thanks to the station staff installing guttering and a water butt for them to use.
In preparation for our annual Apple Day, fruit is picked, sorted and packed into
boxes and plants potted up and labelled. The scaffold boards and trestles are
transported to the garden to supplement table space, especially for the bric-a-brac
stall which needs the most room. The many boxes of bric-a-brac have to be
collected from various garage storage points and moved to the Cottage Garden
with wheelbarrows and muscle power.
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Apple Day does not happen without lots
of behind-the-scenes activity before the
gates open at 10.30am on the day when,
this time, visitors were greeted by a
fantastic scarecrow.
The ‘movers and shakers’ workforce are
mostly the gardeners who work ALL year
to maintain the Trust’s ‘jewel in the
crown’, which generates a great deal of
income. Without the gardeners the grass
would not be cut, apples picked, leaves
swept up and beds & borders maintained.

Building our coastal resorts
Roger Kennell
Walton-on-the-Naze and Frinton-on-Sea – the beginning: During the
nineteenth century the coastal fringes of the country became fashionable and
desirable to visit and live beside. Additionally the health benefits of the sea air,
including ‘ozone’, were promoted and convalescent homes were established.
These same benefits applied for educational purposes, hence the many private
schools which came with this development.
Development of the Tendring coastline: Walton was developing a reputation
as a ‘watering place’ in the early 1800s with growth focused on the existing
village. Similarly, when Frinton’s development began in the late 1800s it was
centred on the old village site close to the shore. A little further south, Little
Holland, later to become Holland-on-Sea, developed at the beginning of the
twentieth century and was also focused on an ancient village. The exception was
Clacton-on-Sea. Here the development of a new resort, during the second half
of the nineteenth century, was on virgin farmland, as the old village of Great
Clacton was sited inland away from the coast.
Building materials: The principal building materials, bricks and timber, were
initially brought in by barges onto the beach at high tide and, as the tide ebbed,
horse-drawn tumbrels carted the material to the building sites. The coming of
the railway to Walton in 1867 provided further facilities for bringing in goods.
Two of the early builders merchants were Race & Scotts in Connaught Avenue,
Frinton, and Ernest William Walford of New Pier Street, Walton.
Bricks were also made locally. A brickworks in Witton Wood Lane, Frinton was
established during the late nineteenth century, and Walton had some short-lived
11

brickworks, from the early 1800s. One was owned by Joseph Barton and another
was located in the appropriately named Brick Lane. Towards the end of the
century the Flory family, Donald MacKenzie & Sons and the Port Walton Brick
& Tile Co, managed by Philip Brown, were all producing bricks which were
used locally.
The builders: Skilled tradesmen like bricklayers, carpenters & joiners and
painters & decorators advertised themselves individually. One of the earliest
local builders, and still in business, is P G Oxley of High Street, Walton. The
company claims to have been established in 1857, but Philip George Oxley listed
himself initially simply as a carpenter.
From the beginning of the twentieth century small builders set themselves up in
both Frinton and Walton to carry out the practical building work from plans
drawn up by architects, by plot owners, or even by the builder himself on a
speculative basis. Wm Chilvers, S A Farr and
Charles Henry Jones all set up businesses in
Old Road, Frinton, while Wm Green, Wm
Ovendon and Charles Parsons all established
themselves as builders in Pole Barn Lane. In
Walton, Henry Gladwell on Kirby Road and
P Oxley were also listed as builders. The
number of builders in both towns was to
increase as the century progressed.
This is how the building development of the coastal resorts began and was to
expand as the years moved forward. A further article on the local builders will
appear in a future edition of the Trust’s newsletter.

Railway Museum
Tony Barrett
There is very little to report to members; the exhibitions were well received;
planning and arrangements for 2018 are well in hand. We opened as part of
National Heritage Weekend in September, and on Saturday afternoons in August.
Visitor numbers were good as they were at the May Fayre and on Apple Day,
but members visiting the gardens on a Tuesday morning do not, by and large,
visit the Railway Museum. These notes do, however, give me an opportunity to
offer a public ‘thank you’ to Geoff Griggs for his great support after Trevor
Bright’s death. An informal ceremony will be arranged to rename the museum
in memory of Trevor. This will take place possibly on Easter Saturday afternoon;
confirmation available later.
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Membership Report
Ted Maloney
In September membership stood at 303. This is marginally better than at the same
time in the last two years although not by a huge amount. I tend to look on the
figure of 300 members as being a significant marker of progress and a useful
comparator between years. This year we reached the 300 target on 1 September;
last year it was two weeks later, on 14 September. Membership forms trickle in
all through the year but the bulk of them are processed, unsurprisingly, in April
to June, chiefly around the time of the AGM. The rate then slows down until
reminder slips are sent out to those who have not yet renewed along with the
Summer newsletter in July. The month of August usually sees more renewals.
In both 2016 and 2017 there were 22 subscriptions received in August. This year,
of course, we have placed an increased effort in publicising the Trust and trying
to promote awareness and encourage new members to join. Interestingly enough,
in 2016, of the 22 memberships taken out in August, only two were new ones
and 20 were from existing members. In 2017, nine were completely new and 13
were renewals. The promotional campaign would certainly appear to have helped.
So far this year we have had 28 completely new members. This is off-set by the
fact that 41 of last year’s members still have not renewed their subscriptions
although some may well still do so. It should be remembered that this figure is
not wholly unusual: every year there are dropouts as well as additions to the
membership. Broadly speaking, membership has remained fairly constant over
the last three years and so far this year it is on an upward trend. In my view, there
is reason to be hopeful.
There is a membership form for you on the reverse of this page if your renewal
is still outstanding. Otherwise, pass it on to an interested neighbour or friend.

Delivery of Newsletters
Anthea d’Ancey
I would like to thank all of the 22 kind people who help deliver over 200
newsletters. Postage is now 56p (Second Class), so the more we can hand-deliver,
the bigger the saving to the Trust. If there is anyone who could help to deliver
to the Frietuna or Homelands estates, or in Clacton, it would be very much
appreciated. Lots of people delivering a few each is a great help. Many hands
or, in this case, feet make light work! It is only three times a year when you
would be needed: towards the end of March, July and November. All offers are
appreciated. Please contact me on 01255 675960 or by email at
a_dancey@sky.com. Thank you.
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Membership Form
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What’s on & Where?
Tuesday, 21 November: Winter Coffee Morning at FRINTON CROSSING
COTTAGE, 10am to noon.
Thursday, 23 November: Fundraising Supper Evening (Christmas Menu) for
James Stevens No.14 at THE RED LION, KIRBY-LE-SOKEN followed by a
slide-show. £20 per head; 7pm for 7.30pm. For bookings, or if you need transport,
please email secretary@fwheritage.co.uk.
Tuesday, 5 December: We will be entertained for our Christmas Social
Evening by Dave Smith on his trumpet and David Ashton on the piano,
interspersed with some local stories from Trust members. This will be followed
by our Christmas Supper, so please bring a plate of food to share as usual. Venue:
McGRIGOR HALL, Frinton-on-Sea at 7.30pm.
Tuesday, 19 December: Christmas Mince Pies and Coffee Morning at
FRINTON CROSSING COTTAGE: 10am to noon.
Monday, 1 January 2018: New Year’s Day Walk led by Jerry & Hilary Russell.
Meet at the CROSSING COTTAGE at 11am, followed by mulled wine and
shared food back at the Cottage. Cost: £2 for contribution towards the wine.
Thursday, 18 January: Fundraising Supper Evening for James Stevens No.14
at STAR OF INDIA, CONNAUGHT AVENUE, Frinton-on-Sea followed by a
short slide-show. £20 per head; 7pm for 7.30pm. For bookings, or if you need
transport, please contact Linda Ellis on 01255 852993 or via email
secretary@fwheritage.co.uk.
Tuesday, 6 February: Winter Social Evening: The Homestead: CFA Voysey
and SC Turner: the Architect and his Client. An illustrated talk by John Barter
on Charles Voysey, the well-known Arts & Crafts architect, with particular
reference to the commission in 1905 by Sydney Claridge Turner for a house in
Frinton-on-Sea. Venue: McGRIGOR HALL, Frinton-on-Sea at 7.30pm.
Admission £2 members, £3 non-members.
Tuesday, 20 February: Winter Coffee Morning AT FRINTON CROSSING
COTTAGE, 10am to noon.
Tuesday, 6 March: Winter Social Evening: an illustrated presentation entitled
‘What is Clacton VCH?’ by Roger Kennell, chairman of the Clacton VCH
Group and historian of our Heritage Trust. Formed 16 years ago, the Clacton
15
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Victoria County History group is a small research group covering Tendring
District, with the main Essex VCH Trust being its mentor. Roger will tell the
story of how the group came to be formed, what the main projects have been to
date, and how they communicate their research outcomes as information to the
wider community. Venue: McGRIGOR HALL, Frinton-on-Sea at 7.30pm.
Admission £2 members, £3 non-members.
Tuesday, 20 March: Winter Coffee Morning at FRINTON CROSSING
COTTAGE, 10am to noon.
Thursday, 22 March: Fundraising Supper Evening for James Stevens No.14
at THE MANOR pub, Great Holland followed by a short slide-show. £20 per
head; 7pm for 7.30pm. For bookings, or if you need transport, please contact
Linda Ellis on 01255 852993 or via email secretary@fwheritage.co.uk.
Easter Weekend: Friday, 30 March to Monday, 2 April: WALTON
MARITIME MUSEUM opens for four days over the Bank Holiday weekend
from 2-4pm for the final year of the Exhibition ‘Walton at War’ 1918-1919 (First
World War), 1945 (Second World War). The new ‘Seaside Entertainments’
exhibition highlights the heritage of traditional clowns, magicians and the Pier
variety shows popular with holidaymakers.
Easter Weekend: Saturday, 31 March AND Monday, 2 April: FRINTON
RAILWAY MUSEUM: open on these two days from 2pm to 4pm.
Tuesday, 3 April: Weekly coffee mornings commence at FRINTON
CROSSING COTTAGE GARDEN and continue through the summer from 10am
to noon. Plant & Produce stall. Bring your friends to see Frinton’s own museums
and archives, including the RAILWAY MUSEUM in the former Crossing
Keeper’s Hut.
Tuesday, 3 April: Winter Social Evening: Trust member Kay Carswell presents
her fascinating illustrated talk: ‘Cruising to the Faroes, Iceland and the
Orkneys’. Venue: McGRIGOR HALL, Frinton-on-Sea at 7.30pm. Admission
£2 members, £3 non-members.
Advance notice:
Saturday, 12 May: Spring Fayre at FRINTON CROSSING COTTAGE
GARDEN.
Tuesday, 22 May: Annual General Meeting at McGRIGOR HALL, FRINTON
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A Look at the Industrial Revolution in Suffolk
John D A Floyd
When we think back to the British Industrial Revolution we tend to conjure up
visions of coal mines, blast furnaces and enormous textile mills. But they only
represent half of the story. Equally important in its own way is the story of the
mechanisation of agriculture. At the beginning of the 1800s more than half the
population worked on the land. Agriculture was labour intensive and, apart from
some help from horses, everything had to be done by hand. This was the scene
when, in many parts of the country, enterprising men, many of them skilled
blacksmiths, started to make use of their skills and the new higher quality steels
available to go into the business of producing new agricultural tools and machines.
One such man was the first Richard Garrett, a skilled bladesmith from
Woodbridge, who arrived in the little town of Leiston in 1778 to work in the
forge of William Cracey. That same year Richard got married. At that time it
was very common to give the first son the same name as his father and in 1779
Richard Garrett II was born. The business prospered and was soon employing
ten men and when William Cracey died in 1782 Richard the elder bought the
firm and named it after himself. The younger Richard took over the business in
1805 and in 1806 very astutely married Sarah Balls, daughter of John Balls who
had developed the first threshing machine that actually worked. Very soon
afterwards the company started manufacturing threshing machines and the story
of the Leiston Works as a factory really began.
Our Heritage group of some 14 members set off in sunny weather on Wednesday,
21 June in our own transport and headed for Leiston, arriving in time for coffee.
At the highest point of its prosperity the Garrett works employed over 3,000
people on two sites in Leiston, but after the First World War the firm went into
a slow decline and went bankrupt in 1932. A succession of later owners tried to
keep the place going with new products, but in vain. The works closed in 1980
and Leiston has now reverted to being just a small quiet town in the middle of
rural Suffolk.
Most of the sites were sold off and built on, but a small part of the original site
was rescued and turned into the present museum. At its heart is the Long Shop
which was built in 1852 as an assembly hall for the mass production of steam
engines. It has given its name to the Museum which is now called the Long Shop
Museum. After a period of time looking at all the very interesting exhibits we
all set off for Thorpeness to enjoy a hot meal by the seaside; an enjoyable
conclusion to a very informative look at our industrial/agricultural heritage.
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Postscript: My photo shows the chassis of
Garrett trolleybus No.29 on display outside
the Leiston Long Shop. The story of
Garrett's attempts to enter the upcoming
national trolleybus market is an interesting
example of the problems which led to the
demise of the company. In 1923 Ipswich
Corporation’s tramways were in a run-down
condition and, as a way of avoiding huge
capital expenditure on track renewals, it was
decided to experiment with trolleybuses. Trams used the track for their ‘earth
return’, but trolleybuses needed an extra wire, which was strung up on the short
route from Ipswich Station to the Cornhill and service was begun using three
rented trolleybuses. The experiment was a great success and the Corporation
decided to replace all its trams with trolleybuses. Tenders were invited for the
supply of two separate batches of 15 vehicles. Although they had never built any
trolleybuses previously, Garretts were favoured with one order. The other order
for 15 vehicles went to Ransomes, Sims & Jeffries in Ipswich.
It is perhaps significant that, with only one exception, Garretts supplied no more
trolleybuses to Ipswich, the Corporation buying exclusively from Ransomes,
Sims & Jeffries until 1940. Garretts tried hard to sell to other undertakings, but
after six years had only succeeded in selling 100 chassis, an output of less than
one every three weeks – not a very profitable operation. However Ipswich did
buy one more Garret trolleybus. In 1931, when Garretts were heading into
administration, their demonstrator vehicle was acquired by Ipswich (probably at
a very advantageous price) and became No.45 in their fleet!
So, the demise of the Leiston Works seems simply to have been a consequence
of offering a product or range of products which simply did not sell.

Request for Volunteers
The Publicity Sub-committee
The Trust is continuing its emphasis on publicity to increase outreach to the
community and widen membership. Supporting this can take many forms and
requires a variety of interests and skills. We need help in drafting flyers, assisting
in their distribution, preparing newspaper articles and advertisements for the
local free-press, plus the more ‘tech-savvy’ role of liaising with the website hosts.
The Trust would be pleased to hear from you if you can help in any of these
important roles.
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As a committee our aim is to expand the team and develop templates for the
various publications that can be easily amended to include topical information
as well as forward planning to avoid last minute requests. This is now especially
critical as Sue Cobbe, who has been a very effective publicity officer for the
Trust over a number of years, has decided to step-down at the next AGM.
Those interested in helping with Trust publicity should contact Sue (01255
672150) for more information. A two-person team might collaborate. If you have
page layout and/or journalist skills this would be also a very useful contribution
to the committee’s work.

Walton Maritime Museum
Josie Close
“Am I too late? It’s the last day, isn’t it? I’ve been meaning to come for ages.”
The visitor rushed through the door at 3.45pm!
All our visitors that day seemed to know it was the last, though we assured them
the museum would re-open for the 2018 Easter Bank Holiday weekend. But on
this Saturday, 30 September, we closed later than usual – at 4.30pm – and then
started to set-up the ‘end of season’ party. The party images below are courtesy
of trust member, Martin Leech.
It is no small success for volunteer stewards to achieve 100% opening for all 132
days of our season. Of the total 1158 visitors, 997 came into the non-member,
over-10-year-old age group, paying £1 each. The gross takings amounted to
£1,739.67 (admissions, sales
and donations) but included a
one-off receipt of £600 from
the Naze Tower for stock.
Overall, however, the figures
are healthy and give us a
better perspective on the new
Tendring Council rent and
other expenses. The party
celebrated everyone’s input:
the maintenance team’s skilful
repair of the fascia timbers
and external re-paint as much as the stewards and exhibition designers. The Old
Lifeboat House looks much smarter now and, importantly, is better protected
from the aggressive seaside conditions.
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The Museum’s Visitors’ Book
has many generous comments
from throughout the season; it
also records where our visitors
have come from. This year we
had people from California:
relatives of the Polley family,
the great-grandson wearing his
inherited navy blue jersey with
True To The Core stitched
across his chest. They were
keen to see our information on the local volunteer lifeboats as well as the Walton
RNLI’s lifeboat family tree which records their family’s links.
The Museum was also pleased to host Clacton
Sea Cadets at a special evening opening. The
museum is always happy to open specially
for group visits and already has a provisional
booking from ramblers for spring 2018. If
you know of schools or groups who might be
interested to visit, then please call Maggie
Sandell (01255 678259), the contact for all
special visit bookings.
Now we are looking ahead to 2018. New
displays are likely to include information from the research collaboration
Resorting to the Coast (RttC). This two-year Heritage Lottery Fund project has
input from Essex County Council (ECC), support from Tendring District Council
(TDC) and links together our local coastal resorts of Harwich & Dovercourt,
Walton-on-the-Naze, Frinton-on-Sea, Clacton-on-Sea and Jaywick. The initial
focus is on seaside entertainments. Our new ‘Seaside Entertainments’ exhibition
will highlight the heritage of traditional clowns, magicians and the Pier variety
shows popular with holidaymakers.
The Trust’s postcard collections provide a vivid glimpse of some of those early
nineteenth-century entertainments. ECC is keen that personal memories of
seaside traditions are not lost but are recorded for future generations. RttC
participants have been invited to assist in this and have been offered guidance,
training and the appropriate recording equipment. If you would like to take part
as an interviewer or have family/friends with memories of beach and pier
entertainments, then please get in touch.
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Walton Maritime Museum is delighted to have been invited to GeoEssex’s annual
Forum Day (11 January 2018, 10am to 4pm) at the Essex Wildlife Trust’s centre
on the Naze. The chairholder, Ian Mercer, has invited Professor Danielle Shreve,
a recognised authority on fossil mammals of the Quaternary Period (2.6 million
years ago). He has also proposed a visit to view our fossil collections, which
would be an excellent opportunity for Walton Maritime Museum to promote
itself. While places at the Forum Day are limited, Ian has extended the invitation
to those Trust members with a special interest in fossils. Please contact me as a
matter of urgency (01255 670312) if you would like to attend.
Over the autumn and winter the museum carries out its preparation for the next
season. Our team is keen to involve others in the research and development of
our exhibitions, as well as publicity, so please get in contact – soon!
For follow-up on any of the items included in this report, please contact me by
telephone on 01255 670312 or by e-mail at close.josie@gmail.com.
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Trip to Horsea/Horsey Island – 19 July 2017
Wendy Leech
Arriving at the bottom of Island Lane on a beautiful afternoon, we joined a group
of people waiting to be led by our walk leader, Chris Byford-Smith, across the
Wade to Horsea Island, now more commonly known as Horsey Island. After a
briefing on safety issues to be aware of whilst crossing the Wade, timings for
the walk and places to avoid whilst on the island, particularly one part where
terns were nesting, all 32 of us set off across the Wade.
I was pleased with my new pair of wellies: they certainly served their purpose,
when walking across the causeway; the puddles were deep in places, the mud
slippery and sticky. Thankfully, we all got across safely. On reaching the island,
we stopped for a quick bite to eat, before heading off on our walk around most
of the sea wall, avoiding the nesting terns.

During our walk, I caught up with Chris who was able to give me a brief account
of the history of the ownership of this island. Chris explained that in the 1930s,
explorer David Haig-Thomas charted an island in the Massey Sound off the coast
of Canada, which was subsequently named Haig-Thomas Island. David married
Nancy Bury, but sadly, David was killed in action in the Second World War.
Nancy then married a Mr Backhouse and had four children, one of whom is Joe
who now lives on Horsey Island and gave his kind permission for our trip to his
island.
Having stopped once more to finish our packed lunches, we headed back and
crossed the Wade in good time before the tide began to come in.
Many thanks to Chris Byford-Smith for an enjoyable walk around Horsey Island
and for the images taken by Martin Leech during our trip, which accompany this
article.
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David Haig-Thomas: 1908 – 1944
Antony Haig-Thomas
Reprinted from the Trust Newsletter, April 1995

“Kirby-le-Soken has produced no world-famous names, but one or two modest
achievers have lived here; one of these was my father, David Haig-Thomas whose
name, sadly, is on the village War Memorial. He rowed three times for Cambridge
and got a bronze medal in the 1932 Los Angeles Olympics. He then travelled in
Greenland with Shackleton, in Ethiopia with the famous Arabian explorer Wilfrid
Thesiger (still alive in 1995), and then, having married my mother and left me
on the way, he organised his own expedition to the Arctic islands off north-west
Greenland.
He travelled a total of 1500 miles with an Eskimo companion and a team of dogs,
and together they found an island which is now called Haig-Thomas Island. For
the geographically minded, it is just north of 78°N and just west of 98°W, or
almost exactly where the magnetic North Pole currently lies.
During the expedition they had to live on seals, walrus and polar bear meat which
they ate raw. They had enough fuel to thaw out a pound-and-a-half of meat and
blubber each for breakfast and then the same again for dinner. They then drank
the melted snow that had thawed the meat as their liquid intake. On this they
lived for nine months with no apparent ill-effects on either of them.
My father spoke Eskimo and while there met an Eskimo/Negro half-caste who
turned out to be the son of Admiral Peary’s Negro manservant, so perhaps the
legendary Eskimo hospitality really is true.
None of this is for me; I shall
leave raw walrus to the
explorers and continue to shop
at Fiveways which perhaps isn’t
so bad after all.”

[Editor’s note: This image of
David Haig-Thomas and Inuit
colleague was taken from
MovieTone film of one of his
Arctic expeditions. Search for
YouTube David Haig-Thomas.]
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Royal Arms in Essex Churches
David Neame
When King Henry VIII declared himself Head of the Church of England in 1534,
he proclaimed that every church had to display the Royal Arms, also known as
the Royal Achievements. They have been displayed in Essex churches ever since
as symbols of the monarch’s headship of the Church of England.
Ever since Henry VIII, the Arms have the lion and unicorn as supporters,
although Henry sometimes used the Beaufort Hound instead of the unicorn, and
a dragon instead of the lion. The shield in the centre is quartered to the show the
Monarch’s possessions and sometimes each quarter is again subdivided into
quarters. The shield is
surrounded by the
circular Garter with its
motto: Honi soit qui
mal y pense (which
translates as ‘May he
be shamed who thinks
badly of it’). Below,
the monarch’s own
motto is displayed and
above it is the royal
helm
(nowadays
‘helmet’) with five bars facing to the front. Above that is the royal crest and atop
the helm sits the royal lion. Most churches had a set of Royal Arms until the end
of the 18th century, but unfortunately many were lost during 19th century
restorations, and now only a few parishes retain them.
They are described below in chronological order. Examples from before 1650
are rare because they were mostly removed during the Commonwealth (1649–
1660). In Essex there are at least four examples, the earliest is probably at
Waltham Abbey and has the inscription ‘5P.&M.1558’ which led to the belief
that it was Queen Mary’s (1553–
1558). It now seems likely that the
inscription is a later addition and the
Arms are in fact of Elizabeth I (1558–
1603). Another example from the
reign of Elizabeth I, at Middleton near
Sible Hedingham, is of unpainted
wood set in bas-relief.
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Theydon Bois has a painting of the Stuart Arms with the initials ‘I R’ for Iacobus
Rex. These Arms are believed to date from 1618, so they must be those of James I.
Messing has a carved and painted
achievement dated ‘1634’ from the reign of
Charles I (1625–1649) which is in excellent
condition.
During the Commonwealth, the Royal Arms
were taken down and replaced with the
Commonwealth Arms. Only one set of Arms
from this period remain in a church; these are
at North Walsham in Norfolk.
At the restoration of Charles II in
1660, the Commonwealth Arms
had to be removed from all
churches and the King’s Arms
re-erected to replace them. This
probably accounts for the large
number of examples dating from
1660 still to be found in our
churches. Essex has examples at
Finchingfield, Great Baddow,
Langdon Hills, Little Easton,
Saffron Walden, White Notley and
Woodham Walter.
The short three-year reign of James II (1685–1688) produced a surprisingly large
number of Royal Arms. Essex has two: at Ashingdon and Rivenhall, both of
which were made after an archdeacon’s visit of 1684–1685.
The Arms of William & Mary
(1689–1702) were Stuart with
the
addition
of
an
inescutcheon (a small shield
placed within a larger one) of
the House of Nassau. Witham
and Sible Hedingham both
have fine carvings of this date,
with the motto of William III
‘Je Maintiendrai’.
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From 1702 to 1707 Queen Anne bore
the Stuart Arms. The best example of
these arms in Essex is at Thaxted. It
has Queen Anne’s motto ‘Semper
Eadem’ (‘Always the same’).
Hadleigh and the Black Chapel at
North End, Dunmow both have good
examples.
From 1714 the German House of
Hanover ruled the kingdom, and its
complex arms were incorporated into the British Royal Arms. They were placed
in the fourth (bottom right) quarter of the shield until 1801. From then on, the
Royal Arms remained much the
same as we know them today.
There are over 70 of these in
Essex, but the painting at
Horndon-on-the
Hill
is
probably the only example
signed by the artist: ‘William
Waite, of Gravesend Painter’.
There are 15 churches with
cast-iron achievements in
Essex; among them are
Birdbrook near Haverhill on
the county border, Mistley and Great Tey. All three were made by Wallis &
Coleman, the iron foundry in Colchester.
The modern Royal Coat of Arms came into use with Queen Victoria in 1837.
Few of these now exist, as the tradition of erecting the Arms had begun to die
out by then. Elmdon and Mucking are
metalwork examples. It must have been a great
expense to the parishioners and church funds
to replace the Royal Arms with the change of
monarch, although it seems that some poorer
parishes left them as they were.
Hopefully sensitive preservation and
restoration can be carried out when required,
so that future generations can enjoy these
works of art.
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Chairman’s Notes
Tony Barrett
By the time you read these notes, our thoughts will be turned to Advent and
Christmas celebrations. The season just ending (I am writing this on 8 October)
will have faded in our memories, so these notes will give us the opportunity to
reflect on what was good and what could have been better. Apple Day was
cloudy, likely to be damp but somehow stayed dry; the sun even appeared from
time to time. Some 400 people came through the gate. All the stalls were busy
and the museums had a regular stream of visitors. This is my chance to say a
warm ‘thank you’ to all the volunteers who helped: to the gardeners who gave
their time to ‘set up’ and, above all, to Ann Gladwell for organising the event.
Fortunately for the Trust, Ann will continue to organise the May Fayre and Apple
Day, but she is taking a break from her responsibilities for running the garden.
We are much in her debt for the service she has given; she will be difficult to
replace, but a volunteer must be found.
The Trust was not directly involved in Tornado Day, but many members helped
Mark Platt in his endeavours. It was a great day for Walton: the sound of steam
vibrated through our area and much joy was found by many. Our Museums did
well: Josie Close’s efforts at Walton Maritime Museum bore fruit. It is so sad
that the future of that Museum, and indeed any museum in Walton, is so
uncertain. Your committee continues to work to find a solution. The garden at
the Crossing Keeper’s Cottage looked wonderful on judging day for the various
categories connected with the Anglia in Bloom competition. Our contribution to
another triumph for the town was huge. Our thanks once more to Ann, Rethna
Flaxman and all the gardeners for their hard work.
I now turn to those items which could be better. First, the lack of visitors to the
Frinton museums early in the season. By and large our members do not visit
them on Tuesday mornings. The solution, I believe, is that we should open at
times when working people can attend. This means radically rethinking our plans
and finding more volunteers on whom we can call regularly. This probably needs
a ‘co-ordinator’ to arrange such openings. Most people ‘volunteering’ already
have too much to do. At the time of writing, the Trust needs an independent
financial examiner to check our accounts, a ‘meeter & greeter ’ to be present on
Tuesday mornings, a replacement for Ann Gladwell, and a new publicity officer
as Sue Cobbe is giving up these duties next May. If you think you can help, give
me a ring on 01255 674678 to discuss the possibilities. In the meantime, I am
employing the chairman’s annual prerogative of being the first to wish you
“A Merry Christmas and a Healthy & Happy 2018”.
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The David Rex Archive Room
Anthea d’Ancey
This was officially opened by Elizabeth Rex,
widow of our former President, David Rex,
on 10 September. As so many people
attended, we could not safely all get up the
stairs to the Archive Rooms at the same
time, so Elizabeth cut the ribbon across the
bottom of the stairs. Then we celebrated
with tea and cakes!
All the resources of the Trust, including
those from Walton Maritime Museum, have
now been put together. Liz Bruce, our
archivist, has worked very hard to achieve
this. This will give people the chance more
easily to find information with the help of
Liz Bruce.
The room will be a permanent reminder of David Rex and all he did for the Trust
and the county of Essex.

Ask your friends to join the Trust!
For further information about the Trust, contact the Secretary,
Brian Jennings on 01255 861440 or email: secretary@fwheritage.co.uk
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