NEWSLETTER
Summer / Autumn 2017

...
… on 12 August pulled by Tornado 60163!
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Tornado 60163 is coming to Walton
Linda Ellis
To celebrate the 150th anniversary of the railway coming to Walton-on-the-Naze,
Tornado 60163, the first steam locomotive to be made in over 60 years, is
arriving at Walton Station on Saturday, 12 August. This world-class locomotive,
launched in 2009, has been used by the Royal Family and has featured on BBC’s
Top Gear as well as smashing records by achieving 100 mph on the main line.
Once the train has arrived in Walton-on-the-Naze, it will then make five return
trips during the day non-stop to Colchester Town. There will be plenty of
activities in the Walton to keep people occupied. Already organised:
●

Walton Pier is offering free rides on the production of a
wristband that can be collected from one of the five
information booths around the town;

●

Walton Maritime Museum has extended its opening hours
from 10 am to 4 pm;

●

there is a Treasure Hunt with a £50 prize for the lucky winner;

●

there are open gardens with home-made refreshments; and

●

a steam engine will be located in the Station Car Park.

There will also be entertainment and stalls in Millennium Square whilst tables
and bunting will line the High Street which will be closed to traffic. It is also
hoped that there will be classic cars on display at the Naze, and fireworks will
round off the day as the train leaves Walton, bound for London, at around 9 pm.

The Trust has been supporting Mark Platt in this venture which is in aid of
St Helena Hospice. If you would like to be involved as a volunteer, please contact
Ann Gladwell on 01255 852914 or to do a stint in the Maritime Museum, ring
Josie Close on 01255 670312.
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Frinton Railway Museum
Tony Barrett
It is still difficult to realise that Trevor Bright is no longer with us but your
Executive Committee has agreed that our railway museum should be renamed
in his memory, and that a photograph of Trevor be displayed to acknowledge
the great contribution he made to it. In addition the Trust had the opportunity to
purchase a clock from the old signal box at Pork Lane, Great Holland. The
purchase will be funded by the monies collected in memory of Trevor.
The exhibitions which the two of us had planned for 2017 are in place and have
been well received. The decision to mount a special exhibition ‘Other Transport
of the 20th Century’ that in no way involves trains, is proving a popular one with
visitors. Some get the opportunity of seeing models of vehicles from their
childhood, whilst those a bit younger say “What is that?” or “Was it really like
that?”. My thanks go to all members and friends who have loaned us models.
Our special exhibition on Walton-on-the-Naze station is small compared with
that in the Maritime Museum but it is informative, and visitors have enjoyed
learning about the area in which they live and the influence of the railway on
their lives.
The future is not totally clear but most of the preparatory work for the 2018
exhibition is already underway and I am now beginning to think about 2019;
Trevor would have had it no other way.

Winter Social Evenings: Change of Venue
Members are asked to note that our Winter Social Evenings have moved to the
McGRIGOR HALL, 85 Fourth Avenue, Frinton-on-Sea.
The Trust has been meeting monthly through the winter for well over 30 years
at Frinton Methodist Church Hall. The hall can only accommodate 50 people
and we have been at capacity for some time. We don’t want to have to turn
members away at the door, hence the new, larger venue. Meetings will continue
to be held on the first Tuesday of every month through the winter (except
January). We do hope you will all support us at our new venue and make it a
success by bringing along your friends, neighbours, relatives and new members,
so that we can re-create the warm friendly atmosphere that we have enjoyed for
so many years. We look forward to seeing you all at our first social evening on
Tuesday, 3 October.
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David Rex: 13 September 1929 – 5 November 2015
Anthea d'Ancey
David was a founder member of Frinton & Walton Heritage Trust in 1984. He
became President in April 1996, a post he held for 10 years. David was at the
dinner to celebrate 20 years of the Trust which
was held at Tracks, Kirby Cross. He was on
James Stevens No.14 lifeboat at her launch in
2009 with Griff Rhys Jones and his dog,
Cadbury. It was a very wet and windy day.
David was also instrumental in getting funds
from a variety of outside bodies for the Trust.
He represented Frinton & Walton on Essex
County Council for 20 years, and held the
office of Chairman from 1998 to 1999. During
his tenure, he instigated the building of the
Essex Records Office in Chelmsford, which is
of great value to the trust and for members of
the public searching for information from the
archives.
David moved to Frinton in 1973 with his wife, Elizabeth, and their daughter,
Lydia, following his appointment to a post at Essex University. Elizabeth still
lives in the same Frinton house with her two cats!
I am pleased to say that there will be a small residential development in Frinton,
named after him and called Rex Mews. This is in recognition of all that David
did for the our community. The Trust will ensure that a plaque is installed in the
Mews explaining the significance of the name. In addition, one of the archive
rooms at Crossings Cottage will be named the Rex Room when the current
renovations have been completed. Thus David’s name will live on in Frinton in
perpetuity.

From the Editor
David Wicks
Digital articles and/or images for inclusion in the next edition can be sent directly
to me or to secretary@fwheritage.co.uk. Please ensure that material for inclusion
is submitted no later than Saturday, 14 October. Material received after this
deadline will NOT BE INCLUDED.
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Trevor Bright: 9 August 1952 – 20 February 2017
Tony Barrett
The death of Trevor Lawrence Bright has robbed the Trust of one of its stalwart
workers. The range of his activities, the goodwill and the help he always offered
to people in any kind of difficulty, was vast. His first thought was always “Can
I help?”. We all, at some time, needed him and he was there for us.
Trevor was born in Colchester on 9 August 1952. His grandfather was Jack Bright
who had lived in the Crossing Keepers Cottage and was the gateman at Frinton
station. As a boy Trevor knew all about the Lever Room which in 2011 became
our new Railway Museum. Educated in Holland-on-Sea and Clacton, he was
apprenticed to Marconi’s in Chelmsford. He then moved to London to work for
BP where he met and married Jackie in September 1976. For the next three years
they were in Abu Dhabi and then returned to live in Holland-on-Sea. 1980 saw
the birth of daughter Julia followed by Maria in 1983. He was intensely proud
of his family whose welfare was, without doubt, the most important thing in his
life. Leaving BP in the late 1990s, he joined Unilever, taking early retirement in
2007.
His great passion was golf, playing three times a week at Clacton Golf Club
where he was a member for 42 years. Recently he had taken up fishing again.
He joined Frinton & Walton Heritage Trust many years ago, embracing the idea
of the new Railway Museum with great enthusiasm. He set up the necessary
computer system and constantly provided ideas. He had recently joined Holland
Residents’ Association, immediately becoming involved in local planning issues.
Trevor loved music, enjoying a great range of artists, but it was for his practical
ability that he will always be remembered – from building complicated sand
castles to restoring peanut vending machines.
For him it was all in a day’s work. Just before
he died he was building a cabin bed for one of
his grand-daughters. His computer and printing
skills were legendary – from restoring and
helping so many of us who worked with him at
the Cottage Garden to playing games over the
Internet with his family 200 miles away.
No matter what the problem, Trevor was your
‘Go-to Man’. Thinking something over, making a plan and taking measurements,
followed by building or repairing – it was all in a day's work for him.
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If you had a personal problem he would listen. He was never judgemental, but
would seek to guide you to a solution. He had time for everyone and made each
one of us feel special. I am proud to have known him as my friend. He cannot
be replaced, but will never be forgotten.
Trevor died on 20 February 2017.

Chairman’s Report
Tony Barrett
A problem experienced by all submitting reports to the newsletter is the time lag
between writing and publication. I am preparing these notes in May, you will
read them in July and there is no doubt that much will have happened in the
meantime. Some of our problems will not have gone away. Whilst the Maritime
Museum is doing well with a splendid exhibition this season, its future is very
uncertain. Your committee is actively seeking a new location post-2021. Storage
of our artefacts remains a huge problem; only the Railway Museum has sufficient
space for the foreseeable future.
We are also facing many challenges on other fronts: we need to reduce the
workload of our ever-willing secretary, Brian Jennings. The loss of Trevor Bright
is so great that it is difficult to assess (see Railway Museum Report). One of
Trevor’s many jobs was that of webmaster; his death must surely point us towards
getting more volunteers to share the load of running the Trust.
Your committee has set up two small sub-committeees: one concerns publicity
and the other will consider the constitution of the Trust. Both are important and
time-consuming for those involved. Progress has been made in working with
other organizations: the Walton Beach Hut Owners’ Association’s and Frinton
Summer Theatre’s offers of advertising facilities have been taken up.
The Spring Fayre was a huge success with more than 500 people through the
gate, many just sitting in the splendid cottage garden in the sunshine. It was a
really good day enjoyed by all.
During the summer we have much to look forward to, not least a visit from
Tornado 60163 on Saturday, 12 August. Walton-on-the-Naze will be en fête that
day. The Trust is arranging many events in association with the visit of the train.
Even if you are not travelling on it, you will find much to enjoy. Why not
volunteer and really get involved? Whatever you do, enjoy the summer, but pray
for a dry day on 12 August!
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Apple Day/Autumn Fayre
Sue Cobbe
This will be held on Saturday, 7 October from 10.30 am to 2.30 pm in the garden
at Frinton’s Railway Crossing Cottage. Stalls will include apples from the cottage
garden, plants, home-made cakes & savouries, preserves, bric-a-brac, books,
jewellery and toiletries.
Apple Day is one of the Trust’s main fundraising activities. Funds are needed to
maintain and run our three museums, the cottage garden and the restored historic
lifeboat James Stevens No.14, so it would be greatly appreciated if you could
support the Trust by donating items for the stalls. Items can be handed in at the
Railway Cottage on any Tuesday between 10 am and noon or, if you would like
items collected, please telephone 01255 672150, 01255 852914 or 07836 340315.
The cake stall is particularly popular, so if you are able to bake, this would be
an excellent way of giving support. Savoury items such as cheese scones, sausage
rolls and quiches, are also very popular. Goods for this stall can be collected by
arrangement on the Friday before the event or they can be handed in on the day
of the fayre, preferably during the set-up period between 8 am and 10.15 am.
As shops no longer provide free carrier bags, our supply for plants and bric-a-brac
sales is very low; replenishments would be very welcome.
We look forward to seeing you on 7 October.

Our Sponsors
The Trust is grateful to the following companies:
GCS Alarms Ltd maintains security and fire
requirements at our three museums. The company has
been in business for over 40 years with experience in
electronic design and engineering and specialises in a variety of security systems
such as intruder alarms, fire alarms, and CCTV systems, to name but a few. GCS
Alarms Ltd can be found in Stephenson Road, Clacton. Tel: 01255 220316.
GML Networking Technologies of Kirby Cross now manages
our website. The company provides computer and support
services for Colchester and surrounding areas. Contact them on
01255 851999 or email info@gmlnt.com.
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Sir Alfred Munnings’ home and museum
Carolyn Byford-Smith
It was a beautiful day for the trip to Castle House, Dedham, the home and
museum of the painter Sir Alfred Munnings. The gardens were well kept and
relaxing, and there is a wonderful restaurant for teas and light lunches next to
the painter’s garden studio.
Surprisingly, the house is still furnished as it was when Munnings lived there,
his second wife having bequeathed the house and contents, including some of
his wonderful paintings, to a trust. The Munnings also owned a home in London
to which she moved after his death.
Castle House has a lived-in, personal feel and it is like going back to another
world. The walls are adorned with several of his wonderful paintings. His
favourite subjects were, of course, horses, and he had quite a diverse range of
painting styles. I guess some pictures were commissioned in order for him to
make a living. How he
managed to paint with such
detail and realism was
incredible considering he
had lost the sight in one eye
by catching it on a bramble.
The feeling that he put into
his work made the subjects
so real you could almost
touch them.
The first room on the route
taken around the house was
dedicated to his childhood paintings. There is a paper panel, which was removed
from his nursery wall, of ‘Red Indians’ charging on their horses, and other
pictures of dogs and people which are better than most adults could achieve.
His life is followed through the different rooms and some of the larger works in
oil, of gypsies riding and leading horses, are very atmospheric.
Everyone enjoyed the afternoon and I would certainly recommend a visit to
Castle House. I have lived in the area all of my life and this was my first visit; I
wished that I had been before. Thank you to Carol Cooper for organising the
visit.
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What’s on & Where?
Sunday, 30 July: An evening trip to view Harwich Harbour and Felixstowe
Port on James Stevens No.14, departing from Titchmarsh Marina at 6 pm. £20
per person.*
Saturdays in August (except 12 August): FRINTON RAILWAY MUSEUM:
open from 2 pm to 4 pm.
Saturday, 12 August: 150th Anniversary of Walton Railway – Visit of
Tornado 60163 steam train to Walton (See article page 3 and visit website
tornado150.co.uk).
Saturday, 19 August & Sunday, 20 August: Full day trips to Ipswich Haven
Port Sea Festival on James Stevens No.14, passing by Harwich and Felixstowe
ports, up the River Orwell, past the Royal Harwich Yacht Club at Wolverstone,
and under the Orwell Bridge. Depart Titchmarsh Marina at 8.30 am, arrive
Ipswich 11 am. Depart Ipswich at 4 pm for the return journey. £30 per person.*
Saturday, 26 August: James Stevens No.14 will be at Walton & Frinton Yacht
Club’s Open Day from 2 pm to 6 pm. You are welcome to come aboard and
view the world’s oldest motor lifeboat, stationed at Walton from 1900 to 1928.
Saturday, 9 September & Sunday 10 September: National Open House
Museum Weekend. THE CROSSING COTTAGE MUSEUM and FRINTON
RAILWAY MUSEUM will be open: Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm and Sunday 2 pm
to 5 pm, together with WALTON MARITIME MUSEUM, open 2 pm to 4 pm
on both days as usual.
Thursday, 21 September: Fundraising Supper Evening for James Stevens
No.14 at THE BELL, HIGH STREET, THORPE-LE-SOKEN followed by a
short slide-show. £18 per head; 7 pm for 7.30 pm. For bookings, or if you need
transport, please contact Linda Ellis on 01255 852993 or via email
secretary@fwheritage.co.uk.
Saturday, 30 September: WALTON MARITIME MUSEUM closes for the
winter. There will be a Stewards’ Party from 6 pm to 8.30 pm. (See page 15.)
Tuesday, 3 October: FRINTON CROSSING COTTAGE: last of the Summer
Coffee Mornings, 10 am to noon.
Tuesday, 3 October: Our Winter Social Evening programme commences with
Dr Dick Farrow from Clacton with a highly entertaining and statistical report on
the 1971 Weeley Pop Festival from his perspective as the head medic. To finish,
he will show a short film of the festival itself. New Venue: McGRIGOR HALL,
Frinton-on-Sea at 7.30 pm. Admission £2 members, £3 non-members.
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Saturday, 7 October: Apple Day/Autumn Fayre at FRINTON CROSSING
COTTAGE, 10.30 am to 2.30 pm. Please support the Trust for our main autumn
fundraising event: plants, produce, cakes & savouries, preserves, bric-a-brac,
books, toiletries and jewellery required. Contact Ann Gladwell on 01255 852914
for more information or to arrange collection.
Tuesday, 17 October: Winter Coffee Mornings commence, on the third
Tuesday of every month, at FRINTON CROSSING COTTAGE, 10 am to noon.
Tuesday, 7 November: Winter Social Evening: Meet Clive Brill, producer
and joint artistic director of Frinton Summer Theatre, with some stories from his
interesting thespian career, including 14 years at the BBC as a radio and television
producer. New Venue: McGRIGOR HALL, Frinton-on-Sea at 7.30 pm.
Admission £2 members, £3 non-members.
Tuesday, 21 November: Winter Coffee Morning at FRINTON CROSSING
COTTAGE, 10 am to noon.
Thursday, 23 November: Fundraising Supper Evening for James Stevens
No.14 at THE RED LION, KIRBY-LE-SOKEN followed by a short slide-show.
£18 per head; 7 pm for 7.30 pm. For bookings, or if you need transport, please
contact Linda Ellis on 01255 852993 or via email secretary@fwheritage.co.uk.
Tuesday, 5 December: We will be entertained for our Christmas Social
Evening by Dave Smith on his trumpet and David Ashton on the piano,
interspersed with some local stories from Trust members. This will be followed
by our Christmas supper, so please bring a plate of food to share as usual. New
Venue: McGRIGOR HALL, Frinton-on-Sea at 7.30 pm.
Tuesday, 19 December: Christmas Mince Pies and Coffee Morning at
FRINTON CROSSING COTTAGE: 10 am to noon.
Monday, 1 January 2018: New Year's Day Walk led by Jerry & Hilary Russell.
Meet at the CROSSING COTTAGE at 11 am, followed by mulled wine and
shared food back at the Cottage. Cost: £2 for contribution towards the wine.
Thursday, 18 January: Fundraising Supper Evening for James Stevens No.14
at STAR OF INDIA, CONNAUGHT AVENUE, FRINTON-ON-SEA followed
by a short slide-show. £18 per head; 7 pm for 7.30 pm. For bookings, or if you
need transport, please contact Linda Ellis on 01255 852993 or via email
secretary@fwheritage.co.uk.
*To book a date or a destination on James Stevens No.14, please email
jsbookings@fwheritage.co.uk. Groups of 12 can be discounted. Visit our web
booking page at www.fwheritage.co.uk or you can telephone 07836 340315.
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Spring Fayre Report 2017
Ann Gladwell
Another spring … and another Spring Fayre! But … what a Spring Fayre! John
and Roger, on the gate, had trouble keeping up with all the customers! Over 500
people visited the gardens and over £2500 was grossed on that lovely sunny day.
Are we becoming more popular, or is it that Sue Cobbe is such a good press
officer?
Our members really pulled out
the stops, coming up with a
record number of bottles,
cakes and savouries, bric-abrac, jewellery, plants and
many other goodies.
We are grateful that the newlyelected Mayor Robert Bucke
and his wife, and Mark Platt,
now chairman of Tendring
District Council, kindly
attended which can only help boost the Trust’s public profile.
David Foster launched the Frinton in Bloom campaign, and Dave Smith
entertained us with his trumpet playing once again.
We had lovely raffle prizes and one of our members once again offered a week
in her beach hut. Thanks, as always, go to retailers Mark Platt at Harwoods, Sally
and Judith at Caxton Books and Chris Pereira at Number 24 for their continued
support.
Please bear in mind that we are still in need of contacts with other local businesses
who may be prepared to support us in any way. For instance, if you regularly
use a particular shop or service, you might consider approaching them with a
request for a raffle donation or service. You could emphasise the work that the
Trust does in the community, and that, as a thank you, we would advertise their
business on our noticeboard for several months between the Spring and Autumn
Fayres.
I’ve said it before, but it is worth saying again, that I am always amazed at how
many volunteers turn out to help. When I have spoken to members of other
organisations, they can’t believe the volume of support that we have. Please
12

continue to volunteer! And if you are a big, burly chap, or lady, please consider
helping Brian Jennings move bric-a-brac. This is our biggest bugbear: moving
the volume of stock from Brian & Rachel’s house and various garages to the
Cottage Gardens, and then
back to those storage units
after the Fayre. Brian, and
by association, Rachel,
didn’t finish working until
well after 8 pm on the day.
This job may be especially
appealing to members who
are not keen on serving on
stalls, but are prepared to
help early in the morning,
later in the evening or even
on the day before the event. Let me know nearer the time if this is a job for you!
So, thank you all again, and I hope to see you on 7 October at the Autumn
Fayre/Apple Day … call it what you will! And don’t forget, it is always
interesting to have new diversions for our customers to enjoy: this year it was a
spinning demonstration by Verity Montague-Smith. If you have an idea or talent
to introduce new life to our already successful fundraising days, then let me
know.

Publicity Committee
Josie Close
(on behalf of Sue Cobbe, Ted Maloney & Bob Smith)
The Trust’s executive committee acknowledges the need for wider and more
varied publicity with a dedicated budget. It was agreed that the Newsletter, with
its quality production and diverse as well as topical content, should be the Trust’s
main outreach. Starting with the Summer 2017 edition, wider distribution to
selected locations is intended to make the Trust’s activities better known and
encourage more people to become members. Offers from Frinton Summer
Theatre and Walton Beach Hut Owners Association (WBHOA) are making
possible announcements in the theatre programmes and the WBHOA website
respectively. Reciprocal publicity is also in place with the Naze Tower, Naze
Centre and Harwich Festival. We have made extra effort to get local papers to
cover activities too.
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Sue Cobbe has been particularly effective and is acknowledged for her dedicated
input. Colourful general information and Open Day flyers have been printed and
distributed plus new formats prepared for our regular inserts to local publications
like Coastal Villages. The exceptional photographic skills of Martin Leach are
an under-used Trust asset. More of his photographs will be included in our future
publicity. The Trust’s online profile is not yet as current or as lively as we would
like. We need more support in this activity and request anyone interested in
helping to contact the Publicity Committee via Josie Close at
close.josie@gmail.com.

Walton Maritime Museum - Curator’s Report
Josie Close
The season started with encouraging visitor numbers and donations. This is a
priority with the big increase in the Tendring District Council rent now £500 per
year even with CAROS*. Over the Easter and two Bank Holidays in May, 148
visitors came to the museum, adding over £211 to our income. The first four
days of June, coinciding with
school half-term, also boosted
attendance and income but June’s
Schoolchildren from St Philomena’s visiting
second week, despite good
Walton Maritime Museum on 9 June
weather, attracted fewer visitors.
It is totally unpredictable: one
day there were 11 visitors, and
the next day one!
Members’ response to stewarding
during June has been very strong.
Thank you! New stewards are
always welcome and, after
briefing, can be accompanied by an experienced steward if preferred. The
month’s rota is at the Museum every day and on Tuesdays at the Crossing
Cottage. Please sign up! It helps to spread the duty and keep the museum open.
Our approach to local schools has resulted in 33 children (in two sessions) coming
for a special morning opening. An evening opening has been requested by a
youth group and later in the season we may be hosting a visit from a French
School exchange. We would like to do more, so if you have contacts, please
liaise. We are flexible and will do our best to meet groups’ requirements. Maggie
Sandell has agreed to be the telephone contact (01255 678259) or email Josie
Close at close.josie@gmail.com
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An Open Day was held in June to celebrate the opening, 150 years ago, of
Walton-on-the-Naze’s railway
station (17 May 1867). Our
special exhibition features the
development of the local line,
steam locomotive technology,
the skill of the crew and,
particularly, local railway
staff’s contribution to the rail
service. It is also a showcase
for Jerry Russell’s model of the
station as it was in the early 1950s. Jerry wielding the weapons for the cake is
shown in Martin Leach’s
photograph (right). The video of
Jerry explaining the making of the
model, and the heritage of its
locomotives and carriages was
viewed in the afternoon and will
be shown for the rest of the season.
The Trust has invested in
equipment to display videos: the
first one being Jerry Russell’s
interview. This has fuelled our
enthusiasm
to
be
more
experimental. Exploring the sailing knowledge of our members and linking that
to media students’ expertise, the goal is to apply ‘stop-motion’ animation to
demonstrate the skills of the James Stevens No.14’s lifeboat crew in
manoeuvring the boat around the wrecked SS Peregrine in the heroic 1917 rescue
of 92 lives.
There will be a party at Walton Maritime Museum on Saturday, 30 September
from 6 pm to 8.30 pm to mark the end of the 2017 season. The party is for the
stewards, celebrating their support over the four month season, and is open to
all those caring for the maintenance, cleaning and exhibition design of the
museum as well as other members of the Trust, their partners and friends. Please
advise attendance by email to close.josie@gmail.com by Saturday, 23 September,
so we can cater for appropriate numbers.
*CAROS: Community Asset Rent Offset Scheme
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Up the garden path with Jenny Royce
After watching on television or visiting the Royal Horticultural Society’s Chelsea
Flower Show, many people are inspired – or shamed – into action in their own
garden, especially after the recent welcome rain. Chelsea Flower Show starts off
the glorious season of RHS garden shows with the new venue of beautiful
Chatsworth House in June followed by Hampton Court and Tatton Park in July.
April and May were very dry months locally and make the rest of the summer a
worry with Anglia in Bloom judges visiting Frinton on 10 July. Will the grass
be traditional green or dull brown?
We have a brand new – not second- or third-hand – lawn mower at the cottage
garden so, after the punishing footfall of the Spring Fayre and the rain, the grass
will look good for the summer visitors to the cottage garden on Tuesday
mornings. Martin arrives early to cut the lawns before we are officially open to
visitors, which really number just a few. So, come on all you Trust members,
what could be better than a cup of coffee or tea in such beautiful surroundings,
in the sunshine or under the shade of an apple tree. Make a date to support the
gardeners who make the garden look attractive for everyone’s benefit and
pleasure. The four herbaceous beds are overflowing with plants and colour and
the roses have never looked better.
We have a new recruit, Michael, who has taken over Bert’s role of path weeding
and edging. Due to health issues, Dawn and Bert have stepped down from active
garden duties after many years of loyal work and we thank them both. Dawn can
still be found labelling plants for sale on fine Tuesdays when she and her husband
are able to join us.
The picture shows
the glorious haze
of bluebells and
frothy cow parsley
in the shady
woodland area.
The cow parsley
along the hedgerows, and the cuckoo are my favourite sights and sounds which,
together with the Chelsea Flower Show, launch the start of the time when England
looks at its best. To quote Gertrude Jekyll, the 19th century artist and garden
designer:

“The love of gardening is a seed once sown that never dies.”
16

Cleopatra’s Needle
David Neame
Walking along the Thames Embankment near the Millennium Bridge, you might
be surprised to see an original Egyptian obelisk with two bronze sphinxes in
attendance.
Cleopatra’s Needle is the popular name for each
of three Ancient Egyptian obelisks re-erected
in London, New York City and in the Place de
la Concorde in Paris during the 19th century.
The obelisks in London and New York are a
pair, and the one in Paris is also part of a pair
originally from a different site in Luxor, where
its twin remains. Although all three needles are
genuine ancient Egyptian obelisks, their shared
nickname is a misnomer, as they have no
connection with the Ptolemaic Queen Cleopatra
VII of Egypt, and were already over a thousand
years old in her lifetime.
The London and New York obelisks were made for Pharaoh Thothmes III
(sometimes spelt Thutmose) in 1460 BC and were sited at Heliopolis. In 1820
the London obelisk was given as a gift to the George IV by Muhammad Ali Pasha
of Egypt. However, the cost and
practicalities of transportation of the
obelisk prevented its move to Britain at
that time.
The question of moving the obelisk
came up again in 1851, prompted by
patriotic interest in the Great Exhibition,
with demands for its recovery as
souvenir hunters were now hacking
pieces off it. The cost was still a problem as the Government was unwilling to
put up the money. Puns about ‘costly needlework’ were seen in many newspapers.
In early 1877, with the agreement of the British and Egyptian Governments,
Erasmus Wilson FRS, Professor of Dermatology at the Royal College of
Surgeons, and a very wealthy man, undertook to pay the whole cost of the
recovery and shipment of the obelisk.
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A craft was designed in which the obelisk
could be transported, secured by wooden
blocks. It was enclosed in an iron cylinder
made of up nine water-tight compartments.
The cylinder was then fitted with a keel,
mast, sails, anchors, chain cables and a
pump, but no engine. A crew of six men
and a captain was required, and the vessel
could then be towed by a ship.
By the early autumn of 1877, the
obelisk was in the cylinder and afloat
in Alexandria harbour.
Named
Cleopatra, she left port on 29
September pulled by the steamer Olga.
On 14 October she had reached the Bay
of Biscay and was caught up in a
terrible storm. The mast was lost and
the Captain believed they were in
danger of sinking. Attempts were made by the Olga to rescue the six Maltese
crew members but more men
were lost in the process. The
Olga abandoned Cleopatra to
look for its own missing crew
but without success. When
they returned to the scene
Cleopatra had disappeared
and was believed lost.
Unbelievably, the dismasted
Cleopatra was found afloat a few days later by another ship and was towed into
Ferrol, Spain. After refitting,
Cleopatra was towed out of
Ferrol on 15 January bound for
England. After an uneventful
second leg of the voyage she
arrived at the East India Dock on
21 January 1878 to be greeted by
cheering crowds and the roar of
artillery salvoes.
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A special lifting apparatus was
built to lift and turn the obelisk
to the upright position as we see
it today.
And what happened to the
Cleopatra? Could she be called
the first container ship? She was
scrapped as her job was done.

The Naze Tower
Reprinted from the Trust Newsletter, Summer 1968

‘Since 1721, when the Elder Brothers of Trinity House decided to build a
permanent sea mark to replace the “cork trees” marked on the chart as a dominant
feature for a navigational purposes, the Naze Tower has stood high on the cliffs.
Over the past 277 years it has survived the Napoleonic and two world wars. In
the Second World War it gained a new role, topped by an oversized radar scanner,
it kept a watch for the enemies approach from the sea.
The tower has been a focal point for generations of Waltonians and welcome
sight for sailors, crossing the North Sea. It is our monument, our emblem and
one of the oldest buildings left in Walton. But its usefulness as a sea mark has
been eclipsed by modern technology, satellite navigation has made this visual
aid redundant. Trinity House sold the tower some years ago, and now the greedy
sea seems ready to get its revenge on our old friend.
It is ironic that the very cliffs upon which the tower was built and which it has
marked from afar, should now be the cause of its demise. The elements have left
it unscathed, wind, rain and sun have only mellowed its warm brown bricks, it
has become so much a part of the natural scene that we cannot imagine the Naze
without it. But, in spite of many efforts to save the Naze we may not succeed in
saving the tower.
As natural causes threaten its existence and the erosion brings the cliff edge
nearer and nearer to the tower, we dread its inevitable downfall. I suggest we
make the most of the Naze and its tower while it is still there, and take the
exhilarating walk along the cliffs, which at present can be done in perfect safety
if caution is observed, and enjoy our heritage as often as we can.’
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The Trust is most grateful to the retiring treasurer Irene Lightowler
for her years of service. She was presented with a garden voucher
and a bouquet of flowers at the Annual General Meeting in April.

Ask your friends to join the Trust!
For further information about the Trust, contact the Secretary,
Brian Jennings on 01255 861440 or email: secretary@fwheritage.co.uk
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