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1917: The First World War in Frinton and Walton
Roger Kennell
The War was dragging on; the number of casualties increased, bringing great
sadness and distress to many families. Britain relied heavily on imports of food
to supplement the agricultural output of the country. Imported food accounted
for over half of our food requirements. German U-Boats, the enemy submarines,
were increasingly successful in attacking and sinking the merchant ships bringing
these vital supplies. The tonnage lost was increasing alarmingly. A Food
Economy Scheme was introduced for essentials, but the Government indicated
that, although this was a voluntary scheme of self rationing, it was expected that
the people would comply. Behind the scenes, preparations were being made for
compulsory rationing, should it become necessary.
Improving home food production was seen as a priority but, with the introduction
of conscription, much farm labour had been lost. One means of increasing food
production was the creation of the Women’s Land Army (WLA) early in 1917.
Tendring district, with its high level of arable and dairy farming, was an ideal
area for women to work on the land. Another means of increasing food
production was the introduction of motorised vehicles to replace the traditional
Shire and Suffolk horses. The army had requisitioned huge numbers of horses
from farms, so the new tractors were essential, and training was required to enable
them to be driven and operated. The writer’s maternal grandfather, having been
conscripted in 1916, was one of those given the task of training other farmers
and their employees in the use of mechanical methods of ploughing in Essex.
There was a local story, probably apocryphal but often re-told, of a farm worker
driving a tractor for the first time, and upon getting to the end of the furrow called
out “Whoa”. The
tractor continued on
and tipped into the
ditch!
The perceived threat
of invasion was ever
present,
and
at
Holland Gap (below
the seawall, by the
Frinton Golf Links),
there was a small
army encampment of
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wooden huts. The soldiers accommodated there became known as the “Hold on
or die boys”, such was the fear of those who were sent there to carry out patrol
duties along the seawall. Two gun emplacements, said to be 15-pounder field
guns, had been positioned on fixed mountings on the wall. These, and other
military works, caused concern to the Tendring Level Commissioners about
damage being caused to the wall as the Commisioners had the responsibility of
maintaining its integrity. In May the Works Committee received a report that the
soldiers had helped the Commisioners’ men repair the damaged wall, which was
a boon given the scarcity of civilian labour
available at the time.

Spähkorb (with cutaway)
suspended beneath a Zeppelin

German airships, the Zeppelins, were causing
serious concerns with their ability to cross the
North Sea to bomb this country at will. Some
of these craft incorporated a “Spähkorb”
which was a type of observation gondola – or
Spy Basket – which could be lowered on a
long cable to view and photograph the
landscape. For the occupant it must have been
a scary experience dangling over enemy
territory. One such Zeppelin was passing over
Frinton when its “Spähkorb” somehow
became detached and eventually came to
ground in nearby Suffolk. It was not recorded
if it was occupied at the time!

Walton Maritime Museum
Josie Close
Preparations are well under way for the 2017 season. Liz Bruce, our archivist,
is updating her First & Second World War exhibitions with a display focusing
on events of 1917, including the Battle of Passchendaele and another on the
El-Alamein battles of 1943.
This year is the 150th anniversary of the railway line coming to Walton. Walton
Maritime Museum is collaborating with the Railway Museum at the Crossing
Cottage, Frinton, to commemorate the early steam locomotive years and the
impact of excursion tickets enabling day-trips to the resort. A Museum ‘first’
will be a video interview with Trust Life President, Jerry Russell, talking about
his model of the original Walton station layout that features his treasured Hornby
locomotives and carriages.
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A ‘Memories Board’ is planned to record more recent visitors’ stories of seaside
trips with photos and memorabilia. You may have seen the letters posted in the
local papers inviting response. Please get in touch if you have friends and family
with Walton holiday memories especially if there are images of the beach-huts,
the Punch & Judy Show, and of course the pier train-rides of the time. Our
outreach via the Barking & Dagenham Post may prompt memories from the
many families that used to come to Walton during the summer holiday shut-down
at Ford’s Dagenham plant. An article in the March edition of Ford News will
hopefully prompt memories!
A second ‘special exhibition’ celebrates the centenary of the heroic Walton
lifeboat rescue which saved all 92 lives aboard the SS Peregrine. On
29 December 1917 she ran aground on the Long Sand Head. The Captain acted
courageously and with foresight in protecting his passengers. The 14-man crew
on James Stevens No.14, was at sea for over 14 hours in heavy seas, sleet and
strong winds, risking their own lives in the battle to take off passengers and crew
before the ship broke up. The RNLI and public recognition of their heroism was
effusive. The Captain expressed his thanks for their ‘brave and daring gallantry’
in a personal letter to Coxswain Hammond. Silver and bronze medals were
awarded to the Coxswain and his deputy, respectively. Yet, as a voluntary service,
the financial rewards were modest: each man earned 45 shillings (£2.25) plus an
additional £1 gift.

The lifeboat crew, Coxswain Hammond seated centre, flanked on the left by a Coastguard.

100 years later, £1 buys an adult’s entry to many of our local maritime museums,
including Walton Maritime Museum. Higher charges can deter visitors and it
has been argued that an emphasis on donations is more effective than a steeper
charge. This season will be an important test of that approach. Publicity is
recognised as an integral part of higher attendance and it is high priority to
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upgrade the museum’s online profile via websites and ‘apps’ as well as increasing
the conventional flyers to attract more visitors.
Walton Maritime Museum is totally reliant on volunteers to steward the opening
hours. Please do get in touch with me by e-mail: close.josie@gmail.com, or
telephone 01255 670312 if you would like to take part. An introductory social
evening is planned to bring everyone up-to-date on the new exhibitions and for
former stewards to share their experiences. There are 44 stewards on our 2016
database and if we were to have more stewards, then the individual input over
the four-month/132-day season would be very modest. The rota sheets will be
at the Crossing Cottage every Tuesday morning, at future social evenings and
the AGM. Please sign-up and help make this an especially successful season.
Members may know of the national impetus to raise seaside heritage awareness
pioneered by Scarborough. With similar intention some Trust members are part
of a collaborative project planned to link activities and events along the Essex
coast from Harwich to Jaywick. The aim is to highlight our heritage but also to
create new ventures and entertainments. Subject to funding approval, the project
starts mid-2017. Look out for an update in the next Trust Newsletter.

Spring Fayre
Sue Cobbe
This will be held on Saturday, 13 May from 10.30 am to 2.30 pm in the garden
at the Railway Crossing Cottage as usual. Stalls will include plants, home-made
cakes & preserves, bric-a-brac, books, jewellery, toiletries and a bottle tombola.
The Spring Fayre is one of the Trust’s main fundraising activities. Funds are
needed to maintain and run the three museums, the cottage garden and the
restored, historic lifeboat James Stevens No.14, so it would be greatly
appreciated if you could support the Trust by donating items for the stalls. Items
can be handed in at the Cottage on any Tuesday between 10 am and noon. If you
would like items collected please telephone Brian on 07836 340315, me on 01255
672150 or Ann on 01255 852914.
The cake stall is particularly popular, so if you are able to bake, this would be
an excellent way of giving support. Goods for the cake stall can be collected by
arrangement on the Friday before the event or they can be handed in on the day
of the fair, preferably during the set-up period between 8 am and 10.15 am.
Now that shops are not providing free carrier bags, our supply for plants/bric-a
brac sales is running very low. Replenishments would be very welcome. We
look forward to seeing you there!
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Chairman’s Notes
Tony Barrett
I hope you all had a good Christmas and have returned from the party season
determined to find out what you can do for the Trust; there is much to be done.
We had tables at both the Frinton and Walton town Christmas open events;
Frinton was well supported, but Walton less so – a situation all too familiar. It
seems difficult to engage the people of Walton with our activities.
Members enjoyed the Christmas gathering at the Cottage Garden and the larger
event in the Methodist Hall, but the winter has been dominated by our
negotiations with Tendring District Council regarding the rent for Walton
Maritime Museum.
In the end an agreement has been reached, but many feel that we are being ‘hard
done by’. We can only hope that our application for relief from the increased
rent is successful. The President and I have ‘burned the midnight oil’; we just
hope we have got it right and that the administrators of the relief fund do not
change the rules.
On a happier note Brian Jennings was interviewed by the BBC in connection
with the rescue by James Stevens No.14 of SS Peregrine in 1917 whilst I spoke
on BBC Essex in January. Support for the suppers to help fund the our old lifeboat
remains strong.
The drier weather this winter has allowed the gardeners (still rightly enjoying
the glow of their contribution to the success of Frinton in Bloom) to work well
whilst Liz Bruce and Mary Dean have continued to talk to various groups in the
area. We have enjoyed the social evening talks arranged by Carol Cooper.
The Trust is supporting the Tendring Coastal Towns Heritage Collaboration
Group (TCTHCG). At the moment Josie Close and I are representing the Trust
working with several other bodies. It is hoped that the initiative will enhance the
interest in heritage within Tendring and ultimately lead to a permanent heritage
forum for museums in the area.
So, it has been a busy few months. Spring is just around the corner and by the
time you all read these notes it may not be warmer but there will be more hours
of daylight.
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Railway Museum
Tony Barrett
The Museum has been dealt a devastating blow by the totally unexpected death
of my friend and colleague, Trevor Bright. Trevor was one of the founders of
the museum. We worked together to build the museum from scratch. Without
him the museum would never have ‘got off the ground’. He is simply
irreplaceable; his knowledge of computers allowed us to follow best museum
practice as advocated by the Arts Council of Great Britain. He was responsible
for all the recording of artefacts donated to us, but he will really be missed for
his extraordinary ability to make broken items work. The gap now left will make
any improvement in our displays much more difficult.
We will, however, open on the Tuesday after Easter; the bulk of the work for
2017 is completed. Visitors will find that the museum has changed. Gone are the
displays of ‘Frinton Station in 1955’ and the ‘Electrification of the Line in the
late 1950s’ which have been enjoyed by all since we opened in 2011. An extract
from our copy of the 1866 railway map showing East Anglia, a companion to
our post-1923 map of the LNER area, will be on display. The 1866 map is
particularly appropriate in 2017, as the proposed extension of our line to
Walton-on-the-Naze in 1867 is clearly illustrated.
This year Walton station celebrates its 150th anniversary. There will be special
exhibitions in both the Railway Museum at Frinton and Walton Maritime
Museum. In addition we shall be offering help and support to Councillor Mark
Platt for Tendring District Council’s own commemoration.
Our other special exhibition for the year is something quite different: a small
display of ‘Transport of the Twentieth Century’. ‘Timetables from the Past’,
including one from 1848, can be seen again. Whilst our core exhibition remains
unaltered, it is enhanced by a large picture of the new mural on Frinton railway
station kindly taken and prepared by Trust photographer, Martin Leech.
Do visit us; there is much to see.

From the Editor
David Wicks
Digital articles or images for inclusion in the next edition can be sent directly to
me or to this email address: secretary@fwheritage.co.uk. The deadline for
contributions is Saturday, 17 June.
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Revised Centre Pages
We have designed the following centre pages so that you can remove the What’s
on & Where? section and pin it on your noticeboard! You will never have to
rummage for the newsletter again to remind yourself of when events are on offer.
There is an application form on the reverse of this page, which can be cut off to
give to a neighbour or friend to encourage them to join the Trust. There is also
a loose-leaf one for your own membership renewal.
You will notice that the first few items in the What’s on & Where? section
appear below but, by the time you need to use the membership form on the
reverse, they will have passed.
If you have a couple of free hours a week, you could volunteer to help out the
Trust. Ann needs volunteers to make tea and coffee for visitors to the Cottage
Museums on Tuesday mornings (10 am to noon) and Josie is looking for
volunteers to steward Walton Maritime Museum once the summer season starts
(2 pm to 4 pm).
Give either them a ring on the numbers below, or call into the Cottage on a
Tuesday morning.
Ann Gladwell: 01255 852914

Josie Close: 01255 670312

What’s on & Where?
Tuesday, 4 April: ‘Bees & local Honey’, an illustrated talk by Kirby-le-Soken
beekeeper, Jonathon Webster. Admission £2 members, £3 non-members.
Venue: FRINTON METHODIST CHURCH HALL at 7.30 pm
Saturday, 8 April: Clacton Victoria County History Group is holding a ‘pop-up’
History Day at St James’ Church Hall, Clacton, 10 am - 4 pm. A new booklet
on ‘Riggs’ Retreat’ will be launched. This was a Victorian enterprise for
excursionists on the site of the current police station. The story of the local Home
Guard during the Second World War will also feature.
Easter Weekend: Friday, 14 April to Monday, 17 April: WALTON
MARITIME MUSEUM opens for the Bank Holiday weekend from 2 pm to 4 pm
daily. This year a special exhibition marks Walton Railway Station’s 150th
Anniversary, highlighting its role in popularising Walton as a seaside resort.
The ‘Walton at War’ exhibition continues with Part 4: 1917 (First World War),
1943-1944 (Second World War).
[Continued on page 11]
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Membership Form for 2017
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Tuesday, 18 April: Weekly coffee mornings commence at FRINTON
CROSSING COTTAGE GARDEN and continue through the summer from
10 am to noon. Plant & Produce stall. Bring your friends to see Frinton’s own
museums and archives, including the RAILWAY MUSEUM in the former
Crossing Keeper’s Hut.
Tuesday, 25 April: Annual General Meeting at FRINTON METHODIST
CHURCH HALL, 7 pm for 7.30 pm. Coffee will be served prior to the meeting.
Please bring the Agenda included in this newsletter and take this opportunity to
pay your annual subscription (form enclosed).
Early Spring Bank Holiday Weekend: Saturday, 29 April to Monday,
1 May: WALTON MARITIME MUSEUM opens from 2 pm to 4 pm for the
exhibitions: Walton Railway Station’s 150th Anniversary and First & Second
World Wars.
Saturday, 13 May: Spring Fayre at FRINTON CROSSING COTTAGE
GARDEN from 10.30 am to 2.30 pm. We appreciate donations of bric-a-brac,
plants, homemade cakes, jams, marmalade, bottles for the tombola, jewellery,
garden produce, etc. Barbecue and refreshments will be available. Live music
from the popular Dave Smith. Contact Ann Gladwell (01255 852914) for more
information or if you would like items collected.
Thursday, 18 May: Fundraising Supper for James Stevens No.14 at the RED
LION, KIRBY-LE-SOKEN, followed by old photos of local history relating to
our villages. £18 per head; 7 pm for 7.30 pm. For bookings (and transport),
contact Linda Ellis on 01255 852993 or via email secretary@fwheritage.co.uk.
Monday, 22 May: Members’ Outing to Ickworth House & Garden, a
National Trust property close to Bury St Edmunds. For further details see page
16.
May Bank Holiday Weekend: Saturday, 27 May to Monday, 29 May:
WALTON MARITIME MUSEUM opens from 2 pm to 4 pm for the exhibitions:
Walton Railway Station’s 150th Anniversary and First & Second World Wars.
Saturday, 27 May & Sunday, 28 May: James Stevens No.14 will be attending
Brightlingsea Regatta from 11 am, offering short trips on the River Colne. On
Saturday evening there will be a fireworks display which can be viewed from
James Stevens No.14 on the river. This special event will have only 12 places
and pre-booking is essential. £10 per person.*
Thursday, 8 June: Members’ Outing to the Munnings Art Museum, Dedham.
For further details see page 17.
Sunday, 11 June: A trip around Walton Backwaters on James Stevens No.14,
departing at noon from Titchmarsh Marina. £20 per person.*
11

Sunday, 18 June: (Father’s Day): A late afternoon trip around Walton
Backwaters on James Stevens No.14, departing at 4 pm from Titchmarsh
Marina. £20 per person.*
Wednesday, 21 June: Members’ Outing to The Long Shop Museum, Leiston,
Suffolk. For further details see page 17.
Saturday, 8 July: A trip around Walton Backwaters on James Stevens No.14,
departing at 10 am from Titchmarsh Marina. £20 per person.*
Sunday, 15 July: A Trip to Harwich on James Stevens No.14 where you will
disembark and join a guide from The Harwich Society for a two-hour tour of old
Harwich. Depart Titchmarsh Marina noon and leaving Harwich for Walton at
4 pm. £25 per person, including a donation to the Harwich Society. Please bring
your own lunch to eat on the way.*
Wednesday, 19 July: Members’ Outing: A walk across the Wade to Horsey
Island (weather permitting). For further details see page 18.
Sunday, 30 July: An evening trip to view Harwich Harbour and Felixstowe
Port on James Stevens No.14, departing from Titchmarsh Marina at 6 pm. £20
per person.*
Saturdays in August (except 12 August): FRINTON RAILWAY MUSEUM:
open from 2 pm to 4 pm.
Saturday, 19 August & Sunday, 20 August: Full day trips to Ipswich Haven
Port Sea Festival on James Stevens No.14, passing by Harwich and Felixstowe
ports, up the River Orwell, past the Royal Harwich Yacht Club at Wolverstone,
and under the Orwell Bridge. Depart Titchmarsh Marina at 8.30 am, arrive
Ipswich 11 am. Depart Ipswich at 4 pm for the return journey. £30 per person.*
Saturday, 26 August: James Stevens No.14 will be at Walton & Frinton Yacht
Club’s Open Day from 2 pm to 6 pm. You are welcome to come aboard and
view the world’s oldest motor lifeboat, stationed at Walton from 1900 to 1928.
Saturday, 9 September & Sunday 10 September: National Open House
Museum Weekend. THE CROSSING COTTAGE MUSEUM and FRINTON
RAILWAY MUSEUM will be open: Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm and Sunday 2 pm
to 5 pm, together with WALTON MARITIME MUSEUM, open 2 pm to 4 pm
on both days as usual.
*To book a date or destination, email jsbookings@fwheritage.co.uk. Groups of
12 discounted. Visit our web booking page at www.fwheritage.co.uk or you can
telephone 07836 340315
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Frinton and the 1911 Census
Alan Hillier
With nothing else to occupy my time during the dark winter evenings, I decided
to copy details of the 1911 Census for Frinton onto a spreadsheet.
It was taken in April 1911 and includes 651 males, 859 females and a total of
478 dwellings, compared with 314 males, 310 females and 203 dwellings in
1901, which represents an increase of more than 100% in all three categories.
Occupations in 1911
Boarding Housekeeper
Carpenter
Chauffeur Domestic
Clerk
Coal Merchant
Cook
Draper
Engine Driver
Gardener
Grocer
Housekeeper
Housemaid
Labourer
Medical Practitioner
Milkman
Nurse
Painter / house

10
24
2
11
3
43
10
9
29
13
17
37
37
3
1
21
13

Pawnbroker
Plasterer
Pleasure Boatman
Plumber
Police Constable
Private means
Railway Clerk
Railway Porter
Schoolmistress
Schoolmaster
Servant general domestic
Shop Assistant
Solicitor
Stationmaster
Stockbroker
Window Cleaner

1
4
2
8
2
12
1
3
9
3
75
9
3
1
3
2

Today it is difficult to identify where the 478 houses were, as in 1911 they only
had names. All houses were given numbers over 50 years later in 1965. Owners
may also have changed their house name over the years.
I am happy to share this information. If anyone requires details of any house that
might have appeared in the 1911 Census, please contact me by email
hillier934@btinternet.com or by phone on 01255 675495.
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Clifford Road Air Raid Shelter Museum, Ipswich
David Neame
Hidden beneath an Ipswich school playground, amongst quiet residential streets,
the Shelter Museum provides a vivid picture of life during the Second World
War.
The three shelters were built during the first few months of the war, and were
unusually robust compared to other public provisions. This was partly due to the
efforts of the controversial local MP, Richard Stokes, who campaigned for
massive public air-raid shelters also to be built under nearby Alexandra Park.
After the war, the complex was sealed up and largely forgotten. It was only
rediscovered in 1989, when workmen excavating a small pond for the school
found one of the original entrances. To everyone’s surprise, the tunnels were in
first-class condition.

The plan above shows the three air raid shelters under the playground, and the
outline of the school building. 1 is the museum. 2 and 3 are not open to the
public.
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One of the tunnels
filled with 1940s’
memorabilia.

A reconstructed war-time London
underground train fits nicely into the
curved roof of the shelter. Have your
tickets ready!

Imagine sitting here for hours and hours
waiting for the ‘all clear’ to sound.
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Just a small sample of the artefacts
which fill the museum, collected
since 1989.
The shelter is located to the east of
Ipswich town centre, in an area of
largely Edwardian terraced houses.
The school is still in use after
almost 100 years.

For opening times phone 01473 251605 and
for satnav users the postcode is IP4 1PJ.

Members’ Outings
Carol Cooper
Monday, 22 May: Ickworth House & Garden, Bury St Edmunds
The Ickworth estate reflects the Hervey family’s passion for everything Italian,
influenced by their European grand tours. A morning tour of the Rotunda state
rooms
has
been
arranged. The Rotunda
is a Neo-classical
showcase intended to
house
treasures
collected by the 4th Earl
of Bristol. Some of the
extensive
silver
collection dates back to
the
Huguenot
silversmiths. Family
history is documented
in portraits by artists
such as Gainsbrough
and Reynolds. In the basement, 1930s domestic service is portrayed through
memories of former staff. There are lifts to all floors. The Italianate garden
mirrors the house architecture with clipped hedges, mediterranean planting and
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an extensive Victorian stumpery. There are several cafés available for
refreshment on site together with various shops.
Cost: National Trust or National Art Pass members free (with membership card)
plus £4 to cover the guided tour. Non-National Trust members £15 including the
tour. Meet at the Crossing Cottage at 8.45 am for shared transport; petrol costs
to be shared with the driver. To book, please see the note at the end of this article.
Thursday, 8 June: The Munnings Art Museum, Dedham
An afternoon visit to the former home and garden of Sir Alfred Munnings
(1878–1959) a prolific East Anglian artist and past President of the Royal
Academy. Munnings was a major figure in the great tradition of British equestrian
art and is celebrated for his depictions of scenes from English rural life. On arrival
we will have a short introductory talk. Knowledgeable room stewards will be on
hand to answer questions.
The special exhibition this
year focuses on ‘Munnings
and the River’. There is a
garden café on site for
refreshments.
If
time
permits, the visit can be
followed by an stroll around
Dedham.
Cost: £7. Meet at the
Crossing Cottage at 1pm for
shared transport; petrol costs to be shared with the driver. To book, please see
the note at the end of this article.
Wednesday, 21 June: The Long Shop Museum, Leiston, Suffolk
Here steam engines and
history were made!
Constructed in 1852, this
purpose-built
Victorian
production assembly line
building is one of Britain’s
most significant industrial
edifices. It was the former
home of Richard Garrett
17

Engineering where traction engines, steamrollers, electric trolleybuses and an
amazing range of other Garrett products were manufactured. It is now an
award-winning museum with a collection of unique and fascinating exhibits.
Lunch either at The Long Shop Café or nearby at Thorpeness. We could pass
through Aldeburgh on our way home.
Cost: £8 including tea/coffee and biscuits on arrival. Meet at the Crossing Cottage
at 9 am for shared transport; petrol costs to be shared with the driver. To book,
please see the note at the end of this article.
Wednesday, 19 July: A walk across the Wade to Horsey Island
(weather permitting)
Trust member Chris Byford-Smith has again
offered to lead a walk across the Wade to
Horsey Island in the Walton Backwaters (with
kind permission from Tony Haig-Thomas). We
shall explore some of the island with local-born
Chris, who is very familiar with the area and a
lot of its history. We hope to see some of the
wildlife that the Backwaters are renowned for.
Arthur Ransome’s famous book Secret Water
is, of course, set on the island and is an
interesting read even for ‘grown ups’. As Chris
says, “the island is very accurately described”.
Cost: £4. Numbers limited to 30. Meet at the
pillbox at the bottom of the very bumpy Island
Lane, Kirby-le-Soken at noon. Please share cars
if possible as parking is very limited.
Wellington boots are essential, as it
will be very muddy crossing the
Wade causeway. Please bring lunch
and something to drink.

To book any of the above outings,
please sign on the list at the Cottage
or phone Robin or Carol Cooper on
01255 673705.
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Frinton Man Dies in American Civil War
Alan Hillier
Richard Stone (1809-1892) and his wife Mary Ann (née Rand) were the parents
of two boys who were both born and baptised in Frinton. Richard Stone was born
on 9 March 1836 and was baptised on 12 June 1836. Charles William Stone was
born 22 February 1837 and was baptised on 22 October 1837.
In 1860 Charles applied for a passport. He next appeared, on 30 April 1861,
enlisting in the Union Army in the American Civil War: “Charles W Stone:
Residence Boston MA (Massachusetts). Age 23. Clerk.”
On the 16 July 1861 he was mustered into ‘D Company’ of the 13th Regiment
of the Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry as a private on the day the regiment was
formed at Fort Independence, Boston.
The following February the weather turned extremely cold, but in March the
Regiment crossed the Potomac River into the State of Virginia and thus into
enemy territory. The sick men were left behind and transferred to Hagerstown
where they were due to take up police duties. As Charles died of disease –
probably typhoid fever – on 16 March 1862 at Hagerstown, he was probably
amongst those left behind when the Regiment advanced. Information relating to
his death states that he was born in Frinton, England and buried in the Lutheran
Cemetery, presumably in Hagerstown.
It appears that Charles’ older brother Richard emigrated to America in 1863,
aged 27, possibly to find out what had happened to his brother and to arrange
for his exhumation and return of his body to Frinton for burial. However it seems
that Richard decided to settle there.
There is no trace of him in the 1870 or 1890 Censuses, but in the 1880 Census
he is recorded at Crawford, Kansas, as a coal miner. In the 1900 Census he is
still in Kansas, but now listed as a teamster. His last appearance on the Census
is in 1910, aged 73, still working as a teamster in Kansas.
More recent evidence from Father Edmund Worthy, great-grandson of Richard
and Charles’ next younger brother Henry Stone, told me that Richard’s father
received a letter from him dated 6 June 1865 from Denver, Colorado “and never
did hear again”.
However, Richard did return to Frinton after 40 years to sort out some family
matters on the death intestate of another younger brother, Frederick Stone, in
19

1902. He arrived on 26 November 1902 at Liverpool on the Oceanic from New
York and returned on 21 February 1903 on the Cedric.
Strangely, though Charles’ name is on his parents’ tombstone in St Mary’s
churchyard, Frinton, there is no entry in the burial register to say his body was
buried there.
So we have no clues as to why Charles went to the United States and joined a
Union Army regiment in the American Civil War or whether Richard was sent
by the family to find out what happened to his younger brother and why he then
decided to settle in the New World himself.

Ask your friends to join the Trust!
For further information about the Trust, contact the Secretary,
Brian Jennings on 01255 861440 or email: secretary@fwheritage.co.uk
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