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Does this look familiar to you?
See page 13.
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Kirby’s Coronation Tree
John Barter
1911 was King George V and Queen Mary’s coronation year, George having
come to the throne on the death of his father, Edward VII, in 1910. Many local
communities decided to mark the occasion for all time by planting Coronation
Trees and Kirby-le-Soken was no exception.
At that time the parish of
Kirby-le-Soken was very
large. It bordered Frinton at
Witton Wood Lane, Great
Holland at Dead Lane just
beyond the railway bridge,
and Walton at Ashes
Corner, where Stewards
Lane (later renamed Elm
Tree Avenue) meets Walton
Road. The parish therefore
included the communities of Lower Kirby, Upper Kirby and Kirby Cross,
Sneating Hall and Birch Hall Farm. Several trees were planted locally in 1911,
but the one we are able firmly to identify is the large tree on the triangular grass
verge at the corner of Halstead Road and Frinton Road at Kirby Cross.
One of the original planting ceremonies is depicted in the photograph above.
Lots of the children could well have been drafted in from the Kirby Board
Primary School in nearby Halstead Road, which still occupies its original
buildings. The clothing of
the adults and children of
the
community
are
interesting to look at today.
By the 1930s the tree was
already of a substantial
size. The photograph
(right) shows the AA Box
next to the tree on the
corner of Halstead Road.
The parade of shops in
Kirby Cross is just visible
in the distance.
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It would be wonderful to identify the other trees reputed to have been planted in
the Parish, including those in Lower Kirby and also to find out if similar
Coronation Trees were planted in Great Holland, Frinton and Walton.
The Coronation Tree at Kirby Cross may be under threat from Essex County
Council’s Highways Department’s plans to install traffic lights at the Halstead
Road junction, replacing the present roundabout. This is in anticipation of
increased traffic generated by the new housing development planned on Willow
Farm’s land above Hill House. Surely the local population will rally round to
preserve such important legacies of our past such as the Kirby Cross Coronation
Tree, if the threat to remove it becomes real.
Ref: Jacobs, Norman (1995) Frinton and Walton A Pictorial History, Chichester, Phillimore &
Co. Ltd. (photographs and some information)

Spring Fayre
Sue Cobbe
This will be held on Saturday, 14 May from 10.30 am to 2.30 pm in the garden
at the Railway Crossing Cottage, Station Approach, Frinton. Stalls will include
bric-a-brac, plants, home-made cakes/preserves, books, jewellery, toiletries and
a tombola.
The Spring Fayre is one of the Trust’s main fundraising activities. Funds are
needed to maintain and run the three museums, the cottage garden and the
restored historic lifeboat, James Stevens No14, so it would be greatly appreciated
if you could support the Trust by donating items for the stalls. Items can be
handed in at the Railway Cottage on any Tuesday between 10 am and noon or
if you would like items collected please telephone 07836 340315 or 01255
672150.
The cake stall is particularly popular, so if you are able to bake, this would be
an excellent way of giving support. Goods for the cake stall can be collected by
arrangement on the Friday before the event (tel. 01255 672150) or they can be
handed in during the set-up period on the day between 8 am and 10.15 am.

From the Editor
David Wicks
Digital articles or images for inclusion in the Summer/Autumn 2016 edition can
be sent directly to me or to this email address: secretary@fwheritage.co.uk. The
deadline for contributions is Saturday, 11 June.
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Who’s Who?
Brian Jennings
Does anyone recognise the lad with the shield in
the centre of the front row (below)? The football
is inscribed FFC (Frinton Football Club) 1924-25.

Is this the same person dressed in Frinton Cricket
Club blazer in the photograph from 1936 (right)?

Frinton Summer Theatre
Anthea d’Ancey
There has been a summer theatre in Frinton for over 75 years. It is one of the last
repertory theatres in the country. We put on seven plays over seven weeks with
a wide variety of productions. This year the season lasts from 12 July until 27
August and we need lots of people to fill lots of seats!
The Friends of Frinton Theatre was started 40 years ago by my aunt, Dora Cohen.
She was also one of the founder members of Frinton & Walton Heritage Trust.
Without the Friends’ support, there would not be a theatre. We hope that more
people will become Friends. It costs a minimum of £10 a year and
we hold a wide range of events throughout the year to raise money.
Contact the membership secretary, Pat Philbrick (01255
679092) or by email friendsfrintontheatre@gmail.com, if
you would like to join or want more details.
Happy theatre-going!
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Can you help?
Tony Barrett
Our Trust needs more members to volunteer to undertake some of the many jobs
which running our organisation creates. At the moment there is a great need for:
1.
2.

A Minuting Secretary for the Executive Committee
A person to recover monies from HMRC (Inland Revenue)
under the Gift Aid scheme

If you think you can help, then please ring me on 01255 674678 and I will provide
more details.

Frinton-on-Sea: A Brief History and Guide
John Barter
The Trust’s History Group is planning to publish a new book, Frinton-on-Sea:
A Brief History and Guide in 2016. This book is a “potted history” of how the
Saxon and medieval hamlet of Frinton became the successful town and seaside
resort that we know today. It concentrates on buildings that can still be seen,
explaining how Frinton developed from farmland to become the planned select
seaside resort from its inception in 1885 and there are short biographies of some
of the key people who had a hand in its development. The book is illustrated
with specially-commissioned line drawings by Jerry Russell and Lesley Payne
together with sketches by the late Jim Dean and some images from the Trust’s
archive.
Look out for the book launch, which coincides with HM The Queen’s 90th
birthday celebrations on 11 and 12 June. (See “What’s on & Where?” page 23.)

Membership Report
Jenny Gilkes
Finally we’ve managed to pass the 300 threshold! We now have 310 members!
Don’t forget membership renewal is on 1 April 2016. From that date a single
subscription will be £10.00 (or two people with the same address: £18.00). This
is still very good value with three newsletters a year, free entry into our museums
and reduced rates for our evening talks, on presentation of your membership
card. Do come along to the Annual General Meeting on 26 April, where you can
collect your membership card if you have already paid, or pay and collect at the
meeting. Please encourage your friends to join the Trust, so that together we can
achieve even more and protect our heritage.
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New Year’s Day Walk
Jerry Russell
It was the morning of New Year’s Day, January 2016, as once again Hilary and I
made our way to Crossing Cottage to lead the annual walk for Frinton & Walton
Heritage Trust. The weather was ideal for our outing and, although recent rain had
left the ground wet and squidgy in parts, this had not put off potential walkers. As
eleven o’clock approached, I was aware that the group of members and friends
gathering in the garden was more numerous than usual, including many unfamiliar
faces. Maybe my brief chat on Radio Essex had inspired some listeners to join us!
I normally allow five minutes for latecomers to arrive and occupy the time with an
explanation of our route and the probable conditions underfoot so folk know what
to expect. It also allows time to collect donations to cover the cost of the mulled
wine, running expenses in the cottage and boost Trust funds.
Leaving our food contributions with the kitchen party, we set off towards the
railway station where I pointed out the last resting place of the famous ‘Frinton
Gates’, then along Wittenwood Road, past the new development of bijoux
dwellings, to reach the entrance to Dead Lane. From there we turned into Ferndown
Road and made our way to the end of Holmbrook Way and through the gap in the
hedge onto the Cricket Club approach road, which I think is probably the steepest
gradient in Frinton. If not, that distinction may belong to the cul-de-sac part of First
Avenue that we descended to reach the footpath leading up to Church Farm, Great
Holland. This path spread the group as we negotiated the narrow track with its
occasional muddy patches, climbing up to the farm where we gathered by the pond
to be greeted by the bachelor swan who also warned off the doggy member of our
party.
From this halfway point, we set off on the zig-zag route through the fields down
to Frinton Golf Club where we managed to avoid flying golf balls while crossing
to the safety of the sea wall. It was noticeably breezy for our passage along The
Walings and onto the Greensward for a gentle stroll up the clock tower. We sought
shelter and added to the variety of surroundings experienced during this expedition
by walking past the grand houses in Fourth Avenue in order to join Connaught
Avenue and thence back to the cottage, arriving at one o’clock.
The good weather then allowed us to enjoy the food and drink in the garden around
the big table and it seemed that everyone satisfied their appetite as the mulled wine
refill jug went around several times and there was plenty of the shared food left
over on the plates on the table.
So we completed the thirtieth New Year’s Day Walk to our own satisfaction.
Hopefully those who shared the outing with us also enjoyed themselves!
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Memorial Flight at the Naze Tower
Hurricane & Spitfire Flypast
Linda Ellis & John Barter
Frinton & Walton Heritage Trust, in conjunction with Geoff Rayner, organised
an event on the Naze and around the Naze Tower on 27 August 2015 to
commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain. The flypast of the
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight (BBMF) commemorated the Hurricane that
went into the sea off Walton-on-the-Naze. Later in the afternoon, the Vulcan
bomber displayed above the Tower, also on its way to the Clacton Air Show.
The team at the Naze Tower allowed us to lash our gazebos to the fencing around
the Tower, and a group of Trust members came together to help put on the special
wartime displays. Liz Bruce and Mary Dean showed their ‘Make do and Mend’
exhibition with food cooked to wartime recipes for visitors to try. Artefacts from
our museum archive were also on display. Geoff Rayner brought story-boards
about the various aircraft, including
the planes lost in the sea off the
Naze and in the Backwaters. Nigel
Everett, with his Scammell, which
had originally pulled the wreck of
Pictures courtesy of
‘Noah’ of Walton
the Hurricane out of the mud in
1973, drove all the way from
Dedham at five miles per hour just to be with us. Robert Vincent also organised
members of the local classic car club to bring their vehicles and a couple of dozen
lined up for the public to view.
The BBMF, consisting of the Spitfire and the Hurricane (the Lancaster was out
of action on the day), flew figures-of-eight over the Tower then, after
acknowledging the crowds and dipping their wings to mark the memory of the
lost aircraft, flew on to Clacton Air Show.
Later, the last airworthy Vulcan bomber flew in
over the Backwaters and again circled the
Tower, carrying out manoeuvres over the sea
before dipping its wings in acknowledgment and
flying on to the Air Show.
Many thanks to the small team who helped set
up the event in such blustery weather: Tony
Barrett, Robin Cooper, Ed & June Forrest, Tim Scott-Saunders.
Thanks also go to Liz Bruce, Mary Dean and Geoff Rayner for their exhibitions.
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The Richard Stone Diaries: the Storm Breaks
John Button
Suddenly there is uproar and violence across Tendring Hundred. The account is
best left to Stone's own words.
1830 Dec 8: Melle (mêlée, sic) & Riots at Kirby broke Mr Bakers & Mr Sam(ue)l
Wilsons Threshing Machines parishioners obliged to consent to raise their
Wages or threatened us with everything bad & would have taken us to
Walton that night
Dec 9: Mr Hardy & about 100 Gent(lemen) Farmers etc came about 3 OClock
& apprehended G Davy Joh(n) Grant, Tho(ma)s Grant, W(illia)m Webber,
Sam(ue)l Heyhoe, John James, handcuffed them & took them to
Manningtree Safely
Dec 10: To Manningtree committed Davy Jacob Thos & John Grant, Heyhoe,
Ingrams, John Jeffrey to Chelmsford, put them off under escort of
Preventative men to Jail
Dec 11: To Hundred Heath near 1000 Farmers, Tradesmen etc back to Thorp,
Kirby, Frinton
App(rehende)d Claydon, F Grant, S & W Draper, A Cole & Rob(er)t
Keeble, through Holland to Clacton App(rehende)d Gladwell & 7 or 8
others to St Osyth sent to Bradwell after 3 or 4 More back to Thorp,
discharged the 3 Boys
The farmers’ response to the wave of insurrection which swept through Tendring
in December 1830 was rapid, well organised and totally effective.
They had seen trouble coming for years: Stone regularly notes in his diaries signs
of discontent with low wages and the more ominous incidents of rick-burning
and these had been discussed on several occasions at his own ‘Association’ of
farmers at its meetings in Kirby Upper Street. As Churchwarden of St Michael’s,
Kirby-le-Soken, he would have seen the problem of increasing distress among
the labourers worsened by the mechanisation of threshing and no doubt been
aware that a scuttle or two of extra coals in the winter for the poorest, with a little
extra work sifting aggregates for the parish roads, and a few shillings doled out
to the poorest made little difference to their plight.
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However, he would have been aware of the bankruptcies affecting many of his
own kind: the Bromlys, DeMaids, the Barnard family at Walton Hall, the Bartons
on Horsey Island and his own uncle Thomas at Landermere Hall. All had been
compelled to sell up and a few had literally sickened and died under the stress
of bankruptcy. Above all he would have believed in the maintenance of law and
order at all costs and he and his fellows would have had the time and the means
to get organised – unlike their employees.
A Mr Robert Hardy emerges as the leader of the operation and there have been
glimpses of him already in the diaries. He appears to have been a surveyor for
public works in the area. Stone in his capacity of Expenditor of Sewers for the
Tendring Levels, which included responsibility for maintaining the sea defences,
worked with him on a number of occasions. Then the following entries:
Dec 29: To Manningtree met Mr Dawson at Mr Ambroses respecting presenting
by subscription fine .... Plate to Mr Rob(er)t Hardy for his very good
service’s (sic) in Apprehending the Machine breakers & Rioters
1831 Jany 4: Mr Dawson & Mr Hicks (the new tenant of Walton Hall), went
round neighbourhood collecting money for Chief Constables as reward
for their services
Jany 11: Rich(ar)d & Mr Hicks to St Osyth Clacton etc collecting subscriptions
for Hardys etc plate very slow scald
One of the fascinations of the diaries is Stone’s use of then current colloquialisms:
‘slow scald’ here presumably indicates local reluctance to contribute to the Hardy
presentation fund. Stone’s eldest son, Richard, helps Hicks with the collection.
May 5: Dined at Maid's Head (Thorpe) with party of most respectable Yeomen
& Farmers to present a piece of plate to Mr Robt Hardy & Mr Benjamin
Carrington, Chief Constables of the Hundred of Tendring for their great
exertion during the late Riots, everything very comfortable
Although the revolt had been put down, resentment against the farmers was still
simmering, as is shown dramatically in the next entry:
Oct 4: To Mr Warners to Tea found a rope across the Road near the Ship (Inn),
supposed to throw my Person or Horse down
There was clearly much animosity towards Stone in Kirby: he would have been
seen by many as the promoter of the hated new threshing machines as well as
being a pillar of the rural establishment. A few weeks later:
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Dec 10: Mr Hardy's Barn stock etc all destroyed by fire by an incendiary
Mr Hardy, as the man chiefly instrumental in putting down the riots, invites
special attention from the militants but no one is caught.
1832 Jany 23: To Thorp sworn on Constable for Frinton & Kirby Mr Hardy
informed us per Memorandum (The word ‘Damage’ has been pencilled
in the margin here.)
Stone is now playing an acting role in the maintenance of law and order in these
parts. Mr Hardy’s memorandum may have referred to the recent attack on his
property by arsonists.
The villages of the Tendring Hundred had been missing out in the economic
development of Britain in the first decades of the nineteenth century as there
were no mineral deposits to fuel the growth of new industries. This area could
therefore be said to be geologically disadvantaged, and the spirit of the times
was dead against massive state intervention on behalf of the poor. It was only
with the coming of the railways in the 1860s and 70s that there could be any
hope of an improvement in the lot of the masses and this brought about a real
revolution in people’s lives.
History however tends to be written by the winners, men like Richard Stone and
Robert Hardy, and there is no indication as to the punishments meted out to the
leaders of the riot. An account of the Tendring riots by someone on the other
side, say a member of the Grant family, could give us a more rounded picture of
these interesting events.

The First World War and the local area during 1916
Roger Kennell
The National Registration Act had come into force during 1915 and, as the New
Year began, conscription (the compulsory enrolment of persons for military
service) was introduced to Britain. Local tribunals were set up for those seeking
exemption from conscription. Cases brought before them were mainly employers
reluctant to lose members of their skilled workforce. The composition of these
tribunals caused much comment.
Conscription brought large numbers of men into military service, but this created
voids in everyday life in the country. These voids gave women the opportunity
to fill the various roles traditionally carried out by men. These opportunities had
never been available to women before, and how they adapted to the many tasks
11

was remarkable. It was also essential to enable the ‘Home Front’ to function
efficiently. In mid-April a German Zeppelin passed over Walton-on-the-Naze,
headed towards Frinton and continued its journey along the coast towards
Clacton-on-Sea unchallenged. The local newspaper reported that the craft then
changed course and headed towards Burnham-on-Crouch.
It was a very special day on 14 July when King George V, accompanied by Queen
Mary, visited troops at Frinton, before moving on to Great Holland and then to
Clacton. The wartime conditions were by now seriously affecting the traditional
seaside holidays at Walton and, to a lesser extent, at Frinton. It was the seaside
landladies who were in some distress, and help came from an unexpected source!
The Canadian Government, becoming aware of how the seaside landladies of
this country were being affected, responded with a fund of £150,000 to be
distributed directly to those in need. The county of Essex received £19,000 from
this fund, with Southend receiving the lion’s share. It was recorded locally that
Walton landladies received £500 between them, while Frinton received only £50.
This relief appears to have been a ‘one off’ grant, but was no doubt welcomed
to relieve the hardship being experienced.
The army was still much in evidence with patrols and defence works. The sea
wall between Frinton and Holland Haven was the scene of much activity by
military working parties. Their work culminated in two large gun emplacements
together with an underground strong point at Chevaux de frise (see page 11 of
the Spring Edition of this newsletter). The work was carried out by a coastal
defence battalion which was based at Great Holland, aided by The Lowland
Engineers. These were Scottish miners, whose excavation of the strong point
was hampered by the proximity of the sea, and the marsh on either side of the
seawall, hence the need for a continual pumping out of the accumulating mud
and water. As a consequence of these works, the Tendring Level Commissioners,
who were responsible for maintaining the wall, recorded in their meeting minute
book that ‘considerable damage was being done to the back of the sea wall by
the military working parties’.
The work was successfully completed and then inspected by General Percy
FitzGerald, the General Officer
Commanding, Eastern Command.
In recognition of his inspection,
his name was applied to the strong
point. Fort FitzGerald is now little
known, but once was a major
View looking towards Holland Haven,
defence point of the local area.
and the site of Fort FitzGerald
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The Zeppelin threat continued, and during late August, at night, such a craft
identified as L21, was seen at high altitude passing over Frinton heading for
Harwich where it was thought an attack was planned. The raider was again
unopposed and this understandably gave rise to public alarm.

Zeppelin L21

Picture Quiz
Rachel Baldwin
Do you recognise the building in the picture below? It was taken by George
Woodard, a photographer from Thorpe-le-Soken. He took many pictures in the
village, but also visited other locations in this part of Essex. We just can’t identify
this house!
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Up the garden path with Jenny Royce
When in doubt, talk about the weather! That’s what the English do at any time,
when they meet in the street, or around the dinner table. It is always a topic of
conversation. That is because we don’t have a climate – just weather. Our seasons
are less defined than ever before. The dramatic pictures of floods after
unprecedented rainfall in the North in December, and even here in East Anglia,
normally the driest part of the country, remind us of the incredible power of nature.
The exceptionally mild autumn and early winter played havoc with the natural
world. I saw daffodils and violets in flower before Christmas and in January I saw
snowdrops, primroses, grape hyacinths, hellebores and leucojum in many Frinton
gardens when I walked with my dog down to the beach, having forsaken the very
muddy fields.
A cheeky little robin awaits the gardeners on Tuesday mornings hoping for a feast
of worms and grubs we might unearth with our forks. I can understand, perfectly,
why the robin was voted the nation’s favourite bird: its popularity on Christmas
cards is unfailing.
Our bird population struggle through the winter months
when the berries are less plentiful and we should do all
we can to help them in the cottage garden. We need to
replace old bird-nesting boxes and bird feeders, so, if
any Trust members would like to generously provide
some, or even bags of peanuts or other wildbird seed
mixtures we would be most grateful.
The picture shows some beautiful purple fritillaria, known as snake’s head
fritillary, we have growing in one corner of the cottage garden which Trust
members should seek out and admire during their short flowering period usually
between March and May. The spotted petals have suggested the flower looks like
a snake’s head. Another name for this particular fritillaria is the leper lily, because
the shape resembles the bell once carried by lepers. I think they look quite
mysterious. The bulbs first show themselves as insignificant blades of grass which
we eagerly search for and then the stunning single flowers appear on very slender
stems. Once the flowers have finished we leave the seed pods to dry, which then
burst and scatter seeds to make more plants. This is a perfect way to increase this
unusual plant from the few bulbs we planted many years ago.
Will spring be over before Easter is here this year? Who knows? To quote the
nineteenth-century American, Francis M Chapman:
“Spring would not be spring without bird-songs”
14

Members’ Outings
Carol Cooper
Wednesday, 18 May
Greene King Brewery and St Edmundsbury Cathedral & Abbey Gardens
A morning tour has been arranged at the Greene King historic working Brew
House where real beer is brewed using natural ingredients and traditional brewing
methods. We will also be shown the
best view of Bury St Edmunds from
the roof. The tour will end with a
tutored beer tasting. Light lunch and
refreshments can be purchased in
their newly-opened café. Please note:
there are over 100 stairs in the Brew
House, so Greene King is unable to
accommodate
people with
limited mobility. Flat, fully enclosed footwear is essential.
The afternoon will be an ideal opportunity to visit the
magnificent Cathedral and adjacent Abbey Gardens.
Cost: Brewery Tour £11. Meet at the Crossing Cottage at
9.15 am for shared transport; petrol and parking costs to
be shared with the driver. To book, please see the end of
this article.
Friday, 3 June
Stow Maries First World War Aerodrome, near Maldon
With 100 years of history, Stow Maries is the largest and most intact remaining
First World War aerodrome
with the largest surviving
group of Royal Flying Corps
buildings
anywhere
in
England. The aerodrome itself
is a stunning habitat for
wildlife attracting BBC
coverage with all five species
of owls and 22 ‘red-listed’
bird species to be found on the
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site. A group visit has been arranged for a full guided tour together with a Stow
Maries film screening. Refreshments including sandwiches, cakes, scones, tea
and coffee can be purchased. Own food must not be eaten on the premises. On
our way home we may have the opportunity to visit the Maldon Barge Quay, if
time permits.
Cost: £7 to cover entry, guided tour and film. Meet at the Crossing Cottage at
9.30 am for shared transport; petrol costs to be shared with the driver. To book,
please see the end of this article.
Wednesday, 15 June
Kersey Water Mill, Kersey Village and St James’ Chapel, Lindsey
Kersey Water Mill is set in beautiful Suffolk countryside and currently being
restored by its new owner,
Steve de Lara-Bell, who will
give the Trust a conducted tour
and show us how the
restoration is progressing.
Adjacent to the Mill is a small
complex of delightful boutique
style shops with a range of
local handmade crafts, gifts,
etc as well as fashion and plant
shops. There is a very good
on-site café and tea room with
home-baked food where we
can lunch. We will the go on to the pretty village of Kersey, with its water-splash,
and visit the nearby St James’ Chapel, Lindsey, owned by English Heritage. This
tiny, hidden, thatched, thirteenth-century chapel has lancet windows and a mud
floor.
Cost: £6 including a
donation to Kersey Mill
and St James’ Chapel.
Meet at the Crossing
Cottage at 9.45 am for
shared transport; petrol
costs to be shared with the
driver. To book, please see
the end of this article.
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Wednesday, 6 July – The historic village of Bures (weather permitting)
Bures Local History Society has invited Frinton & Walton Heritage Trust for a
visit to their pretty village. Bures sits
across the county boundaries of Essex
and Suffolk, eight miles north-west of
Colchester. The History Society will
lead us on a one- to two-hour guided
walk around this historic village. On
arrival we will be offered coffee in the
Parish Church of St Mary’s. Following
our walk they have suggested we have
a snack lunch in one of the public
houses in Bures. After lunch we will
drive to close-by Mount Bures, a motte or castle mound, which is a Scheduled
Ancient Monument built in William the Conqueror’s time (see David Neame’s
article in the Winter 2015 edition of this newsletter). Continuing home we could
call at the attractive Fordstreet Garden Nursery by the River Colne for
refreshments.
Cost: £5 including donation to the Bures History Society. Please wear/bring
appropriate shoes and clothing for all weather situations, as this is an ‘outside’
visit. Meet at the Crossing Cottage at 9.30 am for shared transport; petrol costs
to be shared with the driver.
To book any of these outings, please sign on the list at the Cottage or phone
Robin or Carol Cooper on 673705.

The Restoration of Jaywick Martello Tower
David Neame
Designated Station C by the War Office in 1808, the Martello Tower at Jaywick
was the third of 29 towers built in Essex and Suffolk between 1809 and 1812.
The Tower has had many uses over the years: a gentlemen’s holiday home in
the mid-1800s, a private drinking club, a café for the nearby caravan camp, a
base for the Bicycle Battalion in the First World War and it was used by the
Home Guard in the Second World War. It then stood empty for a long time,
except that the caravan camp used it to store their gas cylinders. It was at this
time that a doorway was cut through into the magazine at ground level to make
entry to the building easier.
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Purchased by Essex County Council
in 2002, the restoration began early
in 2005 with grants from the Heritage
Lottery Fund and the Arts Council.
After an extensive survey, the work
was carried out by Rose & Co, a
Colchester building firm. The Tower
was opened to the public later that
year.
The first-floor barrack room before
restoration with the central column to
support the bomb-proof roof in the
foreground and one of the four
window recesses to the left. Most of
the oak flooring had to be replaced,
and new stairs with a disabled
wheelchair lift was fitted.

The ground floor before restoration.
The concrete wall in the foreground
is a large water tank, origin unknown.

Replacing some of the 200-year-old
oak flooring.
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The completed first floor is now used
as an exhibition space.

The completed ground floor now
contains an exhibition on the history
of the Tower.

The lookout room on the roof was
intended to be a coastwatch station,
but is now used for school visits and
small business meetings. It is also the
witches’ den at Hallowe’en.

A replica 24-pounder cannon sits on
the roof.

An average of 7,000 visitors a year
come to the Tower between April and
September, Tuesdays to Sundays,
between 10 am and 5 pm. For details,
see jaywickmartellotower.org or
phone 01255 822783 during opening
hours.
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Joan Hammond
A Daughter of Great Holland
Linda Ellis
Mrs Phyllis Joan Hammond died on 14 December 2015; she was 97 years old.
She was born on 14 August 1918. Her father, mother and Uncle Archie owned
and ran Great Holland’s Iron Foundry in Manor Road, opposite the Public Hall.
It had been founded by her grandfather in the 1850s. The Ratcliffes were famous
for designing and developing a lawnmower and one of these can be seen at the
Frinton & Walton Heritage Trust’s Crossing Cottage Museum. Joan’s other
uncles, Claude, Telford and Cyril, owned and ran Ratcliffe’s Garage in
Connaught Avenue, Frinton, from 1898, and were early dealers in bicycles and
then cars from 1906. Their wives, Norma and Barbara, ran The Esplanade Hotel
from about 1925 until the Second World War. The hotel was demolished in the
late 1960s so that the three blocks of flats making up Frinton Court could be
built on the site at the bottom of Connaught Avenue next to the old Parish Church.
Ratcliffe’s Garage was large enough to garage the cars of visitors to the town
with up to 50 garages at the rear of the property, backing onto Old Parsonage
Way. Joan married during the Second World War and her husband, Ted
Hammond, took over the garage business when the Ratcliffe brothers retired.
Most of us can remember Hammond’s Garage which was in competition with
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at least three other garage businesses in the town and others in the area. After
her husband died quite young, her son Richard Hammond took over running the
business with his mother, who was a hard-working and astute businesswoman.
Eventually the garage site was sold and the Hammond Court flats complex was
built there.
Joan lived a very full life and was an active
member of many local organisations
including Inner Wheel, the Frinton & Walton
Postcard Club, and Frinton & Walton
Heritage Trust. She is pictured (left) with Joan
Barter, sitting in front of the wild area at the
Cottage Garden, 1988.
Joan Hammond was well-known for filming
her experiences and local activities on her ciné
camera and she especially enjoyed sailing. She was often seen around Frinton
‘whizzing’ about on her mobility scooter. In the last couple of years she even
went on an Architectural Walk of the Frinton Edwardian Avenues for Trust
members on her scooter, driving between the various houses. Joan was still
regularly ‘Skypeing’ her daughter, Verity, in Australia and managed her
computer very well. She was always interested in the activities of her
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. More recently her deteriorating health
was a great burden to her as she liked to be independent and active. Richard
looked after her during the last months of her life.
Verity returned from Western Australia for the funeral on 29 December 2015 at
Weeley Crematorium, to join Richard, many family members and friends.
Joan was a fount of local knowledge and enjoyed talking to researchers about
the businesses and people of the area. She will be sorely missed as a friend and
acquaintance to many and as one of the last matriarchs of old Frinton and Great
Holland.

Walton Maritime Museum
Rachel Baldwin
Walton Maritime Museum needs stewards from 1 June to the end of September
to enable us to open every day during the summer, from 2 pm until 4 pm. If you
can help and would be willing to sign up for two hours or more, please contact
Maggie Sandell on 678259.
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James Stevens No.14 - Summer Season
Brian Jennings
Details of this summer’s activities are included in “What’s on & Where?” below.
Further dates will be added to our web booking page. However if anyone has
any special requests for a bespoke trip on a date and to a destination of their
choosing, please contact us on jsbookings@fwheritage.co.uk and we will do our
best to help you. Groups of 12 people are entitled to a discount.

What’s on & Where?
Easter Weekend: Friday, 25 March to Monday, 28 March
WALTON MARITIME MUSEUM opens for the Bank Holiday weekend from
2 pm to 4 pm for the Exhibition ‘Walton at War’ Part 3: 1916 (First World War),
1941 (Second World War).
Tuesday, 29 March: Weekly coffee mornings commence at FRINTON
CROSSING COTTAGE GARDEN and continue through the summer from
10 am to noon. Plant & produce stall. Bring your friends to see Frinton’s own
museums & archives, including the RAILWAY MUSEUM in the former
Crossing Keeper’s Hut.
Tuesday, 5 April: ‘Hadrian’s Wall’ - the north-west frontier of the Roman
empire. An illustrated talk by Trust member Kay Carswell. Venue: FRINTON
METHODIST CHURCH HALL at 7.30 pm. Admission £2 members, £3
non-members.
Tuesday, 26 April: Annual General Meeting at FRINTON METHODIST
CHURCH HALL, 7 pm for 7.30 pm. Coffee will be served prior to the meeting.
Please bring the Agenda included in this newsletter and take this opportunity to
pay your annual subscription.
Early May Bank Holiday Weekend: Saturday, 30 April to Monday, 2 May
WALTON MARITIME MUSEUM opens from 2 pm to 4 pm for the Exhibition
‘Walton at War’ Part 3: 1916 (First World War), 1941 (Second World War).
Saturday, 14 May: Spring Fayre at FRINTON CROSSING COTTAGE
GARDEN from 10.30 am to 2.30 pm. This is one of our main fundraising
activities. We would appreciate donations of bric-a-brac, plants, homemade
cakes, jams, marmalade, bottles for the tombola, jewellery, garden produce, etc.
Barbecue and refreshments will be available. Live music with the Dave Smith
Swing & Easy Band. Contact Ann Gladwell (01255 852914) for more
information or if you would like items collected.
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Wednesday, 18 May: Members’ Outing – Greene King Brewery Tour and
visit to Bury St Edmunds Cathedral & Abbey Gardens, Suffolk.
For further details see page 15.
Thursday, 19 May: Fundraising Supper Evening for James Stevens No.14
at THE BELL, HIGH STREET, THORPE-LE-SOKEN, followed by old photos
of the village’s history. £15 per head; 7 pm for 7.30 pm. For bookings, or if you
need transport, please contact Linda Ellis on 01255 852993 or via email
secretary@fwheritage.co.uk.
Spring Bank Holiday Weekend: Saturday, 28 May WALTON MARITIME
MUSEUM opens daily from 2 pm to 4 pm for the Exhibition ‘Walton at War’
Part 3: 1916 (First World War), 1941 (Second World War).
Friday, 3 June: Members’ Outing – Stow Maries First World War
Aerodrome near Maldon. For further details see page 15.
Sunday, 5 June: A trip around Walton Backwaters on James Stevens No.14,
departing at 11 am from TITCHMARSH MARINA. For bookings, contact
secretary@fwheritage.co.uk.
Saturday, 11 June and Sunday, 12 June: Launch of Frinton-on-Sea: A Brief
History and Guide at FRINTON CROSSING COTTAGE GARDEN.
Sunday, 12 June: Celebration of Her Majesty the Queen’s 90th Birthday
with a strawberry cream tea in the FRINTON CROSSING COTTAGE
GARDEN, 2 pm to 5 pm.
Wednesday, 15 June: Outing to Kersey Water Mill, Kersey Village and St
James’ Chapel, Lindsey. For further details see page 16.
Sunday, 19 June: (Father’s Day) A trip around Walton Backwaters on
James Stevens No.14, departing 11 am from TITCHMARSH MARINA.
Saturday, 25 and Sunday, 26 June: Clacton Sea & Beach Festival with James
Stevens No.14 taking short boat-trips from south of the pier, from midday.
Wednesday, 6 July: A Walk around the historic village of Bures. For further
details see page 17.
Saturday, 16 July: FRINTON RAILWAY MUSEUM will be open between 11
am and 4 pm in association with the second Model Railway Exhibition to be
held at St Mary’s Parish Hall, Old Road. (Guests attending the Frinton & District
Horticultural Society Summer Fair are also welcome.)
Saturday, 23 July: Barbeque Fundraising Evening at FRINTON CROSSING
COTTAGE GARDEN for James Stevens No.14. Music will be provided, but
please bring your own drinks! £12 per head; 6 pm start. For bookings, please
contact Linda Ellis on 01255 852993 or via email secretary@fwheritage.co.uk
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Sunday, 24 July: A trip to Wrabness on James Stevens No.14 to view Grayson
Perry’s spectacular new building, departing 2 pm from TITCHMARSH MARINA.
Sunday, 31 July: Day trip to Harwich Sea Festival on James Stevens No.14
departing 8.30 am from TITCHMARSH MARINA. James Stevens No.14 will
be moored on the RNLI pontoon from 11 am to 4 pm, offering short trips around
Harwich harbour.
Saturday, 6 August and Sunday, 7 August: Day trips to the Ipswich Haven
Port Bonanza on James Stevens No.14, departing 8.30 am from TITCHMARSH
MARINA. Short trips will also be offered in Ipswich.
Saturday, 13 August: FRINTON RAILWAY MUSEUM: open 2 pm to 4 pm
Saturday, 20 August: FRINTON RAILWAY MUSEUM: open 2 pm to 4 pm
Saturday, 27 August: FRINTON RAILWAY MUSEUM: open 2 pm to 4 pm
Saturday, 10 September & Sunday 11 September: National Open House
Museum Weekend. THE CROSSING COTTAGE MUSEUM and FRINTON
RAILWAY MUSEUM will be open: Saturday, 10 am to 4 pm and Sunday, 2 pm
to 4 pm, together with WALTON MARITIME MUSEUM, open 2 pm to 4 pm
on both days as usual.
Friday, 30 September: WALTON MARITIME MUSEUM closes for the winter.

Ask your friends to join the Trust!
For further information about the Trust, contact the Secretary,
Brian Jennings on 01255 861440 or email: secretary@fwheritage.co.uk
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