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The First World War
Roger Kennell
To mark the commemoration of the First World War, it is intended to provide a
brief account of some of the local happenings relating to each year from 1914
to 1918.
The normal summer holiday season of 1914 was well underway, with visitors
staying at Frinton, while paddle-steamers brought holiday-makers to Walton-onthe-Naze from Tower Pier, London. Most people arrived by rail at both places.
During the month of July, territorial units were posted along the coastline of
Great Holland, Frinton and Walton. As the international situation worsened,
members of ‘G’ Company of the Special Reserve Essex Cycling Corp were sent
on 29 July on short notice to the coast between Harwich and Walton, and ‘H’
Company members were sent to the section of coast that stretched from Walton
through to Tollesbury in the south. Then on, 4 August, Great Britain declared
war on Germany.
The appearance of the troops along the coast, and the subsequent declaration of
war, sent many visitors home early, and the news soon spread of conditions at
the coast and either deterred or stopped those intending to visit later in the month.
It was later stated that Frinton and Walton had lost two-fifths of their expected
holiday season trade due to the war situation, and this had economic
consequences for both towns. In September, recruiting meetings were held at
both Frinton and Walton for Kitchener’s ‘New Army’.
When the local schools returned after the summer holidays, collections were
regularly held for the Belgian
Relief Fund, supporting the
refugees overrun in that country.
During October at Walton the
Norfolk Regiment formed their
10th (Reserve) Battalion K4
which was to stay in the UK
supplying drafts to the service
Holland Rd, Frinton from Old Rd;
battalions overseas.
a postcard sent during 1914.

As the final months of the year
approached, the 8th Essex (Cyclists) Battalion was formed at Colchester. This
battalion was to be much in evidence locally from 1915. (To be continued … )
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Chairman’s Report
Tony Barrett
By the time you read these notes summer, and the wonderfully warm September
we have all experienced, will be but a memory. For the Trust it has, like so many
years, meant a ‘mixed’ year. The highlight was the Anniversary Tea in June, but
we must not forget the wonderfully-successful Spring & Autumn Fayres, so well
coordinated by Ann Gladwell and her team. All three museums arranged
interesting and informative exhibitions, but it is too early to be certain of final
visitor numbers. James Stevens No.14 desperately needs both more volunteers
and more people booking trips if it is going to be viable; serious thought is being
given to its future by the Executive Committee. The architectural walks have
been very well supported, giving pleasure to many people from all over the
country.
Now we look to our winter activities – the evening lectures, the New Year’s Day
walk, and the planning and work to put in place the exhibitions and activities for
2015. For the New Year to be really successful we shall need an influx of new
members, so may I suggest that we all seek to recruit at least one. As this is the
last newsletter of 2014 may I be the first to wish you all a ‘Happy Christmas’
and a peaceful and healthy New Year.

Membership Report
Jenny Gilkes
At the time of writing we have 297 members. Will we, at last, make it over 300?
We have abandoned sending the newsletter via e-mail for the time being due to
lack of interest. We will reconsider sometime in the future when we have clearer
e-mail addresses and we can be sure that they are being received.

From the Editor
David Wicks
My thanks go to Martin Leech, Ann Gladwell and David Foster for the wealth
of photographs I had to choose from for inclusion in this edition of the newsletter!
Digital articles or images for inclusion in the spring can be sent directly to me
or to this address: secretary@fwheritage.co.uk.
The deadline for contributions to the spring edition is Saturday, 14 February.
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Autumn Fayre 2014
Ann Gladwell
We might as well start with the
weather – this is Britain after all!
Well, rather like last autumn, the
rain affected our profits. About 300
people turned out to support us,
compared to 500 in the spring. The
weather did improve as the day
progressed and, in truth, perhaps
we should not always concern
ourselves with just making money
– though we know that a certain
amount of revenue is essential to keep the Trust healthy – but also with whether
visitors enjoyed a positive experience!
Health & Safety concerns at the Spring Fayre led us to introduce a one-way
system for queuing for teas (going round by the sundial), since customers for the
cake stall, bottle-tombola and raffle have, in the past, tended to join with those
waiting for tea, creating a rather uncomfortable mass of bodies. Ironically, we
didn’t need to enforce this as our numbers were down, but it will be tested at the
Spring Fayre … hopefully!
Because the cakes & preserves stall is always so popular, we thought another
easing of congestion would be to relocate this stall to the edge of the woodland
area. Thankfully this did not
diminish its popularity, and helpers
on these stalls took a record
amount. Once again, this was
thanks to the hard work of a few
people ‘cooking up a storm’ and
making sure there was plenty to
sell. I must emphasise though, that
they really need others to do a bit
more baking, because the more
they have, the more they sell … they rarely have any cakes or pies left over at
the end of the day!!
Returning to my earlier theme of a positive experience, the band was moved to
the teas’ old pitch, which proved to be a popular move both with the musicians,
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who felt that they had a proper stage with a more attentive audience, and with
the visitors themselves, who could sit round the small tables and enjoy the
atmosphere, while eating and drinking, of course! In addition, there was always
the opportunity to view the exhibitions in the two museums, while keeping dry
and warm!
It’s not called Apple Day for nothing, and
we were fortunate enough to be able to
sell lots of our home-grown Cottage
Garden apples, along with crates of
eating apples donated by Anthea’s friend,
Brian.
The raffle proved popular as usual and
prizes had been donated by members,
Park Farm, Kirby Pet Supplies and Frinton in Bloom coordinator, David Foster.
We are also grateful to a very generous benefactor who gave us £100 towards
prizes. This allowed us to purchase a £50 M&S token to use as first prize, while
holding back £50 towards prizes for the Spring Fayre. Rethna Flaxman and David
Wicks also donated their talents as prizes – we wait with bated breath to see how
this works out as a practical alternative to conventional prizes.
There was no bottle stall this time, but
it will certainly return in the spring.
So, get collecting! I’ve already stashed
away seven donated bottles in my loft
– and, no, I will not be drinking them
beforehand.
You will be wondering how much
profit was generated on Apple Day?
Well, before expenses have been taken
into account, approximately £1600
was raised – an amount similar to the
one raised last autumn, when again rain almost stopped play, but less than our
spring profits, when warm weather brought in many more customers. With this
consideration in mind, we were pleased with this sum, and congratulations must
go to the cakes & preserves stall, which accounted for over a quarter of the total!
So, one and all, start hoarding and saving bottles, bric-a-brac, jewellery, toiletries,
plants, etc, ready for the spring – and a big thank you to all who contributed in
any way. See you in 2015!
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Dr Brian Pickard
Eddie Forrest
When Dr Brian Pickard arrived at the Walton & Frinton Yacht Club on the
evening of Saturday, 1 November for a quiet drink with his son and daughter,
he found the bar populated by a large number of James Stevens No.14 personnel.
Whilst he may have thought this unusual, Brian was not aware that this gathering
was in fact in his honour and was the result of covert collaboration between his
son Geoffrey and me.
After much general conversation between Brian and the lifeboat contingent, I
apologised to Brian and his party and asked for their indulgence whilst the crew
held a brief meeting on JS matters, explaining that it would take but a few
moments and hopefully would not disturb their evening. I called the
‘extraordinary’ meeting to order and proceeded to speak of the importance and
invaluable input of volunteers to the James Stevens No.14 project from the initial
decision to recover and restore her, right through to the present day. Those with
particular and special expertise and skills had made enormous contributions and
one such person was Dr Brian Pickard!

Brian had agreed to be the Honorary Medical Officer to James Stevens No.14,
a role that involved conducting medical examinations on crew members and
issuing fitness certificates. This was a requirement of the Marine & Coastguard
Agency in order for the boat to operate with paying passengers. He discharged
this role for several years until having to retire earlier this year.
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The crew had unanimously desired that Brian’s selfless and invaluable
contribution should be marked in some way, thus with grateful and affectionate
thanks they presented him with items
of James Stevens No.14 clothing
which were uniquely personalised
with the embroidered word “Doctor”.
It was very satisfying for us all to
spring this surprise on Brian and to
pay tribute to his contribution in some
small way. Those of us who benefited
are not only grateful to him for so
freely giving us his time and
professional skill but will always
appreciate his humanity, humour and
courtesy. Thank you, Brian.
(Sincere thanks to Geoff Pickard for
colluding, Walton & Frinton Yacht
Club for their hospitality and Martin
Leech for the photos.)

Railway Museum
Tony Barrett
The Museum has been well received by the public and in particular by the various
walking groups for whom the museum has been opened specially as part of the
architectural walks around Frinton arranged by John Barter. The exhibition on
‘The Closing of the Goods Yard’ has created great interest. During the winter
months some structural work will be undertaken involving electrics and the
provision of a screen which will allow us to show the artefacts/pictures not always
visible to the public.
Finally a plea for help; many people will already know that the design of tickets
issued by Abellio Greater Anglia will change (no date fixed yet) so it is all the
more important that we build our current collection. If you travel by train to or
from any of the stations on our branch line (or between them) and retain your
ticket please let us have it. Leave them at the cottage, bring them to the evening
meetings at the Methodist Hall, give them to a known committee member – then
they will reach us for cataloguing and storage. This is urgent!! Our thanks in
advance.
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Up the garden path with Jenny Royce
“In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.”
This famous poem was written by John McCrae, a Canadian physician who noted
how poppies quickly grew around the graves of those who died at Ypres. To
mark the hundredth anniversary of the start of the First World War, I thought it
would be appropriate to write about the humble
poppy which has become a symbol of
remembrance for the Royal British Legion. The
moat at the Tower of London gradually filled
with ceramic poppies this autumn and was an
amazing sight.
Nothing has more natural beauty for me than a
golden cornfield edged with the fragile wild
poppy. Now in autumn, the corn has been
harvested and fields ploughed and there is no sign of the wild poppy. There has
been, however, an abundance of blackberries and sloes on our hedgerows. I have
made sloe gin for the first time. The juicy blackberries have been picked and
sold on the produce table at the Cottage Garden each Tuesday together with
beans, courgettes, apples, plums and jam.
The cultivated poppy seen in the gardens through June and July is altogether a
larger flower and can come in various shades from pale pink to dark purple. Once
the flower has gone the lovely fat seedheads look stunning and can be used in a
variety of decorative ways, or sprayed gold or silver for attractive Christmas
arrangements.
Congratulations go to David Foster and the Frinton
in Bloom team for another gold award at the Anglia
in Bloom ceremony in September together with the
‘Best Small Town’ trophy.
Congratulations also go to Dawn and Bert, our
stalwart gardeners, who celebrated their diamond
wedding anniversary in August. We other gardeners got to share in a slice of
delicious cake, made by Dawn, to mark the occasion!
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A Walk across the Wade to Horsey Island
Eddie Forrest
On a very hot and sunny Wednesday, 23 July, 33 of us mustered at the end of
Island Lane where our guide, Chris Byford-Smith, gave us an introduction to
our afternoon walk across the causeway, over the Wade, to Horsey Island.
Horsey or Horsea? Whilst the former is used on current maps and charts, Tony
Haig-Thomas, in his brief notes on the history of the island argues that ‘sea’ is
the correct suffix ‘sey’ having crept in over time due to a failure to appreciate
that ‘horse’ referred to a shallow area of sea or sandbank rather than the four
legged creature! Consider Mersea, Wallasea and Osea.
Shortly after we set off the importance of the correct choice of footwear became
evident. Those with previous experience, or otherwise ‘in the know’, wore
wellingtons and carried lighter
shoes to don later. The rest
found their walking boots,
shoes and even sandals were
not entirely suitable for the
deep puddles and glutinous,
sucking mud of the causeway!
On reaching the island, Chris
gave us a brief outline of our
route, the topography and some
historical information. How from just a family of three in 1851 the population
rose to a peak of five families and 31 people in 1871 when a Colonel Blanshard
invested heavily in a project to reclaim the Wade from the sea. The population
declined early in the twentieth century and in 2012 was recorded as one family
of four.
In about 1939, the island was purchased by
the trustees of the Haig-Thomas marriage
settlement and David and Nancy took up
residence. The naturalist Peter Scott was best
man at their wedding and a sunken punt that
belonged to him lies in the large pond created
by the extraction of material for the Blanshard
sea wall project. David Haig-Thomas was
sadly a casualty of the war and later Nancy married Jasper Backhouse.
10

Over the years the economy of the island has been reliant on sheep and mixed
farming with ventures into oysters and, famously, an Arabian stud. Over 100 horses
were present at one stage and in the 1980s one animal was sold for £140,000! The
island now has a mains water supply but previously had to rely on rainwater stored
in a rusty tank or imported by bowser; the tank water imparted a distinctive hue
to any clothes washed in it!
Vehicular access is dependent on the causeway being passable at low tide but
Robin Cooper recalled how Mr Backhouse invested in an amphibious car that
overcame this tidal reliance and the vehicle could often be seen parked in
Connaught Avenue. A member of our party, visiting from New Zealand, related
how the death of an uncle had uncovered a family link with Horsey and his research
had traced a family presence on the island in the seventeenth century. He recalled
the emotion he felt when, on his first visit he thought of a member of his family
having been there over 200 years before.
As we received further briefing near the farmhouse, a marsh harrier was spotted
hunting over the sea wall and a peahen crossed the path with its young hustling at
its heels. Further on, binoculars were trained on seals in the distance and a crèche
of shelduck chicks floated on the ‘Blanshard’ pond. To the north we skirted the
beach with its nesting terns and met a handsome and friendly pig!
Overlooking Skippers Island the flood of 1953 was recalled and how it reduced
the centre of that island to a mud flat, also claiming the lives of many of the Horsey
Island sheep. Reference was made to Beaumont Quay and how it was constructed
from stone recycled from the first London Bridge. Looking north to Bramble Island
and recalling its explosives works, Chris told us how the ’53 flood had floated
nitroglycerine tanks which spilled their contents and resulted in an area being
abandoned because of the unknown danger!
Our circumnavigation took us through the
farmyard where we spotted the abandoned
and apparently defunct amphibious car
and when we gathered at the island end of
the causeway, ready for our return trek
through the mud, we saw its modern
replacement, a hovercraft.
Our perambulation of the island lasted
some three hours and we were glad of the beautiful weather and the breeze that
cooled us in the hot sun. We are indebted to the owners and thank them for this
unique opportunity and also thank Chris Byford-Smith for organising the event
and for his excellent guidance and insight into this local treasured island.
11

Stewards’ Party
Walton Maritime Museum - 2014 Summer Season
The Museum simply cannot open up for a third of a year – 1 June to 30 September
– without the devoted volunteers who steward every day – that’s 122 days – from
2pm to 4pm. When you add the four-day Easter weekend and the two three-day
May Bank Holiday weekends, that makes a glorious total of 132 days during
2014. This is to acknowledge all of you who did steward:
Nesta & David Ashton
Kathy & Edward Ball
Tony & Barbara Barrett
Liz Bruce
Josie Close
Sue & David Cobbe
Fran Coles
Carol Cooper
Jill Cullen
Claire & Bill Ferreira
Mary Fletcher
June Forrest
Jenny & Bob Gilkes
Ann Gladwell
Valerie Grove
Barbara Horrocks
Tessa & Geoff Ivory

Brian Jennings
Dorothy Kemp
Penny Kershaw
Gillian Knights
Martin Leech
Patricia Marino
Dave Neame
Jerry & Hilary Russell
Maggie Sandell
Tim Scott-Saunders
Rosemary Seaward
Trevor Smith
Christine Tovey
Mike Wenn
Pat Wilkinson
Vera Williams

Some of you may have realised that we did not hold a stewards’ party at the
beginning of the season this year! Instead we want to invite you to the museum
on Saturday, 25 April 2015, 11am – 1pm for coffee and biscuits to have a look
around the new ‘war’ displays that Liz will have produced, taking us into the
second year of the various wars that we are featuring at the moment. If you can
think of anybody else who might like to join the stewarding team, please let me
know, so that we can extend the invitation to them as well. There will be a little
bit of ‘brushing up your stewarding skills’ included with the coffee and biscuits.

Sad News
As we go to press, we are sad to announce that Joe Britton died on 27 October
2014, aged 103. He was the grandson of Henry Britton, the first coxswain of
James Stevens No.14, and attended the relaunch in 2009 in his distinctive scarlet
Chelsea Pensioner uniform. He will be sorely missed.
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The Council Minute Book again: January 1939
Roger Kennell
Frinton & Walton Urban District Council met regularly at the Council House at
Old Road, Frinton, which is now the public library. At these meetings reports
were received from six different committees: Public Health, Amenities (Walton),
Amenities (Frinton), Estates & Works, Finance & General Purposes, and the
‘Council in Council (if any)’.
Much of the council business was mundane, although important in its own right.
At the Amenities (Walton) report in January 1939, the Surveyor had been in
correspondence with the Director of the Meteorological Office with regard to
the omission of the rainfall figures for Walton from the annual list of seaside
resorts. The Surveyor also reported on a letter from the occupier of a property
adjoining the Round Gardens, asking that the use of a gateway between the main
entrance to the Gardens and the boundary to his property, and which led to the
men’s conveniences, be discontinued as it was affecting his and other residential
amenities. The council after discussion decided that it would take no action.
The Public Health committee had a long report and discussion concerning houses
that were not capable of
being made fit for human
The Ship Inn at Lower Kirby early last century.
habitation at reasonable
The Ship Cottages were nearby.
expense, so that demolition
orders should be made. A
total of eleven properties at
Great Holland and Kirbyle-Soken were named,
including the Workhouse
Cottages and the Ship
Cottages at Kirby, and
property at The Green,
Great Holland. Two properties had demolition orders made; the remainder were
served with repair orders to the owners as required by statute.
The Amenities (Frinton) committee had been asked by Eldorado Ice Cream Co
Ltd to be able to sell ice cream on the lower promenade during the summer. The
minute book records a curt statement of the application being refused.
The Estates and Works committee approved the naming of High Tree Lane in
Walton, it being a road leading off Hall Lane between Hall Lane Cottages (now
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demolished) and High Tree, later Hygeia Lodge. The Surveyor reported that 67
trees had been planted in Greenway and Old Parsonage Way, Frinton.
The Finance & General Purposes reported that the County Registration Officer
asked if the Council would agree to have four separate Polling Districts for each
of the four wards. The polling places suggested being: Frinton: Frinton Parish
Church Hall; Walton: YMCA Red Triangle Club; Kirby: the Council School;
and Great Holland: the Council School. The council agreed to this request.
A petition had been received by the Council signed by a number of residents
requesting that a County Library, similar to that in Walton, should be established
in Frinton. The Council’s recommendation was that the time was not opportune
for such expenditure to be incurred. With the passing of time, it now seems
somewhat ironic that a County Library is established where the Council made
that decision 75 years ago!

Christmas Cards
Christmas Cards depicting
James Stevens No.14 in the
snow at Titchmarsh Marina,
taken by Chris Byford-Smith,
are now available at the
monthly evening socials, the
winter coffee mornings at the
Crossings Cottage and from
Linda Ellis (tel. 852993), at
4 Ashlyns Rd, Frinton. Priced
at £2 for five, this beautiful
illustration
makes
a
wonderful local interest
image to send to friends and
family this Christmas.

James Stevens No.14 Summer Draw
The crew would like to thank everyone who purchased tickets and thereby helped
to contribute to the running costs for the 2014 season. The first prize was won
by Pat Blackman of Weeley, the second by Denise Janson of London and the
third by our own Sue Cobbe of Frinton. Their trips will be arranged for 2015.
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Napoleonic Signal Stations 1808
From Walton, north to Norwich
David Neame
In my article in the Spring Newsletter, I described the proposed signal stations
south to the final destination at Shooters Hill in London. A chain of signal stations
was also proposed from Walton’s Naze Tower north to Norwich.
In an 1808 report of the eastern district of the War Office by Generals Twist and
Mann, it was stated that signal stations
would be necessary to inform the War
Office of invasion on the south and east
coasts of England. The report states: “As
Walton Tower not only commands a view
of the entrance into the Wallet but of every
vessel that passes up and down the Kings
Channel (the principal inlet to the Thames),
it may be advisable to establish a telegraph
between that point and London, in which
case more intermediate stations must be
found than are named in the detail to
shorten the distance of observation.”
Walton Tower

Walton Tower – The Naze Tower, built
by Trinity House in 1720, was picked as
the focal point as it was possible on a clear day to see north to Aldeburgh and
south to the Thames Estuary, and it could even
be seen from as far away as North Foreland in
Kent, a distance of 58 miles.
Aldeburgh Church – St Peter and St Paul,
Aldeburgh’s church in Victoria Road,
overlooks the town and the sea from high
ground and is 25 miles from the Naze Tower
(as the crow flies). This medieval church, with
its turreted 14th-century tower, was
constructed mainly in the 15th and 16th
centuries, and has a group of interesting
monuments and several fine brasses. Walton
Tower is clearly visible on a fine day so this
makes an ideal signal station.

Aldeburgh Church
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Southwold Church – The church of St Edmund the King and Martyr is in the
centre of the town of Southwold.
The tower rises 100ft. The twoSouthwold Church
storied porch has a statue of St
Edmund in a niche over the
magnificent doorway. Jack the
Smiter, a strange helmeted fellow,
is mounted on a shelf just inside
the doorway, and will ring his bell
if his rope is pulled; he was once
connected to the tower clock. The
font cover rises an impressive 33ft
from the floor.
On Gun Hill, Southwold, stands a row of six cannon from the Napoleonic period
looking out to sea. Their carriages are currently in need of attention and their
barrels need a coat of paint!
Kirkley (now Kirkby) Church – Kirkley’s church
of St Peter and St John, Lowestoft, has an 18thcentury tower, 70ft high and a round modern
baptistry. Kirkley was once a small village but has
been engulfed by Lowestoft over the years.
Yarmouth (now Great Yarmouth) – Yarmouth in
1808 was very large garrison town, and was heavily
defended against invasion from the French operating
out of the Dutch ports. Unfortunately all traces of
the 20-year temporary encampment of the Star
Redoubt have disappeared, (though a Star Redoubt
can still be seen at Tilbury).
Star Redoubt at Tilbury
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Kirkley Church

The only related building to
be seen today at Yarmouth
is the Royal Naval Hospital,
built in 1811 to house sick
and wounded sailors from
the North Sea Fleet. It was
also used as a barracks and
a hospital for soldiers from
the Battle of Waterloo
(1815) and the Indian

Mutiny (1857). Today it is in residential use but can be visited on special heritage
open days.
Strumshore (now Strumpshaw) Smock Mill – Strumshore Mill is the
penultimate signal station of the northern chain, 10 miles west of Yarmouth and
7 miles east of Norwich.
Generals Twist and Mann
report: “There is a remarkable
Windmill in this town,
supposed to stand upon the
highest ground in Norfolk it is
seen at a vast distance and
overlooks most of the
neighbouring Hundreds; from
it Yarmouth and Lowestoft in
Suffolk
are
easily
distinguished, and it has full
command of the city of
Norwich, not being distant
above seven miles. Being situated near Buckenham Ferry, there is a delightful
view of the river Yare meandering through the county till it falls into Breydon
Broad near Yarmouth. The prospect from this Windmill is the finest coup d’oeil
in the county of Norfolk and the mill itself when the sails are going is a beautiful
object as far as it can be seen.”
Strumshore Mill

General point
of alarm

Intermediate stations

Ultimate
destination

miles
Walton Tower
on the Wallet shore
then …

25

to Aldeburgh church

24

to Southwold church

then …

14½

to Kirkby church

then …
then …
then …

12
10
7

to Yarmouth
to Strumshore Mill
to Norwich

The total distance north from Walton to Yarmouth was 75½ miles plus a further
17 miles westwards inland to Norwich.
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The First World War: 1914 – 1918
David F Grayston
In northern Europe a great deal of corroded materiel from this conflict still litters
the now agricultural battlefields, turned over by the plough yearly. Large,
unexploded shells are almost nonchalantly stood up against a roadside poplar
tree awaiting the next collection. Most of the pictures in this article are of such
debris picked up from the Somme and Vimy Ridge areas. From high points, in
autumn, one can still see the zig-zagging,
chalky trench-lines in the ploughed soil.
We associate the
fig. 2
First World War
with the tin helmet
(fig. 1). The reason
for its introduction
fig. 1
was the ‘Whiz
Bang’ shell (fig.
2). This lump of German hardware was designed to
detonate at the end of its trajectory, pointing
downwards,
and expelling
hundreds of
centimetre-diameter lead shot onto the
troops entrenched or in the open below.
These tail fins from exploded bombs
(fig. 3), along with some hefty shrapnel,
were found by field walking. Live
grenades from both sides sit on the surface.
The shells from the howitzers, etc, were
designed to shatter in viciously jagged
fig. 3

shards with razor-sharp edges, inflicting
maximum casualties (fig. 4). The huge
tonnage of iron dumped on this fairly
static front line makes one wonder if the
world’s magnetic pole shifted!

18

fig. 4

Zig-zag trenches were the order of the day, dug
with the likes of this trench tool – a pick and spade
in one (fig. 5). The trenches of both sides were
protected by barbed-wire entanglements;
sometimes only 30 metres apart. The wire was not
normal agricultural barbed-wire, but had many
more barbs each an inch long. It was fixed to the
ground with
p i g - t a i l
anchors
of
various lengths (fig. 6).

fig. 5

A wire cutting party was no party! Groups
fig. 6
would crawl across ‘no-man’s land’ carrying
wire cutters
fig. 7
(fig. 7) attached to them by lanyards. As it would
be dark, the mouth of the cutter was wide, so that
the serrated teeth could more easily engage with
the wire. Any noise would attract star shells and
gunfire.
It was lethal to ‘raise your head above the
parapet’, so the trench periscope was devised (fig.
8). This instrument is dated 1917. The eye-piece at the base gave a view of the
foreground through prisms, while ‘keeping your head down’. With the danger
of snipers’ rifle-fire, you can see how
the advice arose ‘never to take a second
light’.
fig. 8

Compare the remains of a bayonet still
attached to the muzzle of a Lee-Enfield
rifle to the intact version, dated 1913

(pictured centre, fig. 9).

fig. 9
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A relative luxury might have been provided
by a hot drink brewed up on the tiny 3"
methylated-spirit stove (fig. 10).

fig. 10

Behind the lines vehicle lighting, if any,
would have been provided by a calcium
carbide lamp (fig. 11).

The final package that the parents of
a dead son might receive would
contain his personal effects, but only
if his body was recovered (fig. 12).
The grim, brown paper parcel would
comprise a revealing group of effects
that were dear to him: his comb,
fig. 11
cigarette case, photographs and letters.
Subsequently a scroll from the King
would arrive and, later, a photograph of the grave, again only if there was one.

fig. 12

An In memoriam card from the War Office to my family reads:
‘In Loving Memory of Francis C Grayston. Pte Royal West Kents.
Born, December 2nd 1898. Called for Higher Service, February 24th 1918.
Laid to rest at Merville, France’.
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The Richard Stone Diaries: The Third Mrs Stone
John Button
It is 1822 and the diaries reveal that Rebecca Blowers, the niece of Stone’s late
wife, has become housekeeper at Willow Farm. It is probably due to her youth
that she is generally referred to as Rebecca or even ‘Reb’ and only once as ‘Miss
Blowers’. Richard is unusually informal in his references to her.
February 17: Rebecca & I alone for first time only Chil(dren)
Later indications are that looking after Stone’s five children is now her full-time
occupation; she may be only in her late teens.
April 22: Went to Frinton Church stood Godfather with Mother & Mrs William
Stone for her Elizabeth with Rebecca to William’s to Tea
Rebecca assists at a family christening celebration, being accepted as more than
just a housekeeper.
June 4: Dined at Landermere Hall, Rebecca & Richard & Father Mother Mr &
Mrs Barton & Mr & Mrs Gabitis
Rebecca is being treated as virtually one of the family.
July 19: King George 4 Crowned
July 26: Band up to my House Danced etc
July 27: Rebecca very Ill from Fatigue
Richard’s circumstances change abruptly with the next entry.
August 22: Father died about 7 OClock in the Morning
Richard Stone Senior was the tenant of Frinton Hall, situated by the north side
of St Mary’s Church.
September 23: Brother William informed me he gave up Frinton Hall & I
proposed to take it because it should not go out of the Family
This implies that William was the eldest of the three Stone brothers mentioned
in the diaries and as such he would have been first in line to inherit the lease on
Frinton Hall and its farm. He emerges from the diaries as a lightweight figure
compared to his brother Richard. He has limited financial resources and lacks
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social clout. He perhaps acknowledges these shortcomings by handing over
responsibility to the more capable, but younger, man.
Nov 19: Went to London
Nov 20: Paid Rent to Bourdillon & Co Frinton Hall
June 4: Dined at Frinton Hall, Miss Barnard, Denniss J Salmon, etc Rebecca to
prepare
Rebecca shows off her management skills and no doubt her ability as a cook at
a big dinner party. Stone’s readiness to diversify at a time of agricultural
depression takes him into the business of providing accommodation for wellheeled holidaymakers, notably clerics and their families on church visits, which
proves rather profitable. We suspect that Rebecca was an enthusiastic supporter
of the scheme, young as she was.
1823 Sept 22: Horner Reynard & Mr Coates came to Frinton Hall I hired it for
7 Years at per Year (£) 275 the Landlord to pay Land Tax & Sewers Rate I to
have free Passage to Beach & have the Shingle etc as usual Mr R(eynard) much
supprised (sic) the land was so much wasted by the sea
The representatives of the owners of Frinton Hall, the somewhat impersonal
sounding Bourdillon & Co of London, arrange a new lease for Stone, which brings
him substantial advantages and they remark on the alarming rate of coastal erosion
near the Hall.
1824 July 8: Mr James North Baker Drowned himself on Frinton Beach, I went
in endeavoured to save him, got him to the Hall, Mr Osmond used all means
without effect
Aug 23: To Mr Isaac Baker’s he paid me his late Brother’s a/c (account) Gave
me & Miss Blowers both a ring
The Bakers were a local farming family and prominent in Richard’s circle of close
friends. The unfortunate James may well have been a casualty of the farming
depression in this part of Essex and taken his own life in sheer desperation, almost
on Stone’s doorstep. Our man ensures that he has a proper Christian burial, for
which his relatives show their gratitude by giving Richard and Rebecca rings –
or could this be a gentle hint?
1825 Dec 19: Great Reports Colchester Banks had stopped Payment soon over
no Foundation for it
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Panic sweeps through the Sokens with rumours of a banking collapse at
Colchester but they prove groundless.
The years pass by.
More local farming and landowning families go to the wall while Richard Stone’s
fortunes continue to thrive: he has become churchwarden and constable for St
Mary’s Parish, Frinton.
Then, in 1828, come these perfunctory entries, made seemingly by a man in a
hurry.
June 1: To Cambridge saw Mr Burges(s) procured License paid him 2– 15 –
June 4: To Colchester with RHB (Rebecca Harman Blowers) to Mr Francis,
signed the Settlement between her & me – rained very hard
June 5: Married Miss R H Blowers to Argyle Inn (Angel Inn?) Bury Dined &
slept
June 12: Gave all my Men & Boys 40 Suppers & Beer at Frinton Hall
June 13: Gave women who work for me 20 Tea etc & all comfortable
Aug 28: My Dear Wife Confined with a Daughter Reb(ecca) Han(nah?)
To end the piece, I submit this rather touching entry, in which Stone honours the
death of a faithful old horse – and the memory of his second wife:
Sep 8: Old Jack Horse found Dead in ditch in Garden field Burried him there
with Skin & Shoes on as my late Wifes last request

Two Architectural Walks
Carol Cooper
Over the past few years, John Barter and Linda Ellis have been arranging very
popular architectural tours of Frinton for national organisations such as The
Twentieth Century Society, CFA Voysey Society, Charles Rennie Mackintosh
Society and the University of the Third Age, all of which have raised a
considerable amount of money for Trust funds. After many requests by Trust
members themselves, John and Linda kindly agreed to arrange two tours
exclusively for us this year.
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Frinton’s Edwardian Avenues, (CFA Voysey and William Hayne)
30 Heritage Trust members came to enjoy a visit to The Homestead, architect –
CFA Voysey, and an all-day walking tour of the main Edwardian avenues of
Frinton, highlighting other local architects, in particular William Hayne. The
morning concluded with visits to
St Mary’s, the old parish church
in Old Road, to view the Morris
and Company window designed
by Edward Burne-Jones, and The
Methodist Church, architect –
William Hayne. After a pleasant
picnic lunch, a further two
houses, both designed by Hayne,
were visited: one in Holland
Road and the other in Harold
Road, together with a survey of Connaught Avenue highlighting Hayne’s
commercial buildings. The final visit of the day was to the Church of the Sacred
Heart & St Francis, architect – William Hayne, which had originally been
designed as an exhibition hall in 1904. The day concluded at The Crossings
Cottage with tea and cake in the wonderful garden.
The Modern Movement Houses of Frinton Park Estate
The second architectural walk was around Frinton Park Estate, the largest group
of individually-designed modernist houses in the country. We met at Cliff Way
where we were divided into two groups with our respective guides, John Barter
and Rachel Baldwin. Everyone was given an excellent handout with detailed
information on all the modernist houses on the
Estate. Rachel introduced the afternoon,
explaining that we would be looking at how
the current occupants of the houses had
adapted the 1930s buildings to 21st-century
living. They are, after all, now 80 years old,
and they still look ‘modern’ today!
We had been invited to visit The Round
House, architect – Oliver Hill, which had been
built as the Information Bureau in 1934 and
then converted into a dwelling circa 1947. A
major feature is the beautiful mosaic floor of
Poole Pottery tiles depicting the plan of how
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the Estate was intended to look. It
was fascinating to see how the rooms
had been designed to fit into the
round space, like spokes in a wheel,
and the panoramic sea views from
the first floor were amazing. We
then went on to visit Sunningdale,
formerly Langley House, in Graces
Walk, architect – J T Shelton. In this
case the house had been tastefully
extended and there is a beautiful
bright atmosphere throughout. The owners of both homes had obviously enjoyed
furnishing their properties and collecting objects in keeping with the 1930s style
and period of the buildings.
As we passed by other modernist houses in Audley, Easton and Waltham Ways
we noted the various external features: flat roofs, wrap-around windows, ladders
to access the sunbathing space on the roof, and the various styles of replacement
windows that have been used more recently, including the very expensive Crittall
windows that are now available. We made our way over the Central Avenue
railway bridge to view the derelict remains of the one section of shopping circus
that was built with its flats above, also designed by Oliver Hill. It was sad to see
the terrible state of the only commercial building that Hill designed, hiding
amongst the trees and still awaiting demolition …
We all met up again for
very welcome tea and
cakes in the garden of The
Round House, concluding
a most interest and
informative afternoon.
The Trust would like to
thank the owners of the
properties on both walks
for their kindness in
inviting us into their
homes, which made the
afternoons very special:
Michael & Wendy Max, Rob & Katie Andrews, and Brian & Caroline Blackler
on the first walk; Patricia Marino and Alan & Ede Porter in Frinton Park Estate.
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2014 with James Stevens No.14
Brian Jennings
Those who joined us in visiting Hamford Water on James Stevens No.14 this
past summer will have seen some of the 200 seals now resident there. This local
trip is proving popular with all ages and is something you might well like to
consider in 2015. We have vouchers available at £20 each should you wish to
include some as a gift to your friends or family this Christmas.
On our visit to the Olympic Stadium and Thames Ironworks where James Stevens
No.14 was built, we accompanied 20 endurance rowers from Southend Rowing
Club, 23 miles up-river. The event was organised by the newly-formed Thames
Ironworks Heritage Trust, a charity
set up to train youngsters in traditional
boat-building. The trainees will be
restoring lifeboats built at the old
Thames Ironworks yard, the current
site of West Ham football stadium.
You will recognise the connection I
am sure! Men at Thames Ironworks
formed the original football team,
hence the nickname ‘The Hammers’.
This year’s season took us to the
Ipswich Sea Festival for the first time
where we were made welcome by
Haven Marina, owned by Associated British Ports. We managed a few trips in
the port during the day, but were back in Walton in the evening and therefore
missed the spectacular firework display.
We visited Ipswich again when accompanying William Riley on a fundraising
tour of local waters. William Riley, stationed at Whitby in 1909, is the world’s
oldest rowed lifeboat. Our season ended when Richard Darby and other employees
and friends from the Post Office rowed James Stevens No.14 down the River
Orwell from Ipswich to Shotley, helping to raise much-needed funds to keep the
boat afloat in Walton.
We hope we will be able to welcome you aboard next season. Why not bring the
children for a pirates day-out or enjoy the ever-changing sights in the Backwaters
here at Walton-on-the-Naze?
Merry Christmas from the James Stevens No.14 team!
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What’s on & Where?
Tuesday, 2 December: Our Christmas Social Evening commences with a
Powerpoint presentation of turn-of-the-century Walton and Frinton seaside
photos circa 1900, copied from top quality glass plate photographs recently
passed to us by Trust member Bob Gilkes. These show local Victorians &
Edwardians enjoying themselves at the seaside, probably on Bank Holidays. This
will be followed by our usual Christmas supper. Please bring a plate of food to
share.
Venue : FRINTON METHODIST CHURCH HALL at 7.30pm.
Tuesday, 16 December: Christmas Mince Pies & Coffee Morning at
FRINTON CROSSING COTTAGE 10.00am – noon.
Thursday, 1 January 2015: New Year’s Day Walk. Meet at the CROSSING
COTTAGE at ll.00am, followed by mulled wine and shared food back at the
Cottage, Frinton.
Tuesday, 20 January: Winter Coffee Morning at FRINTON CROSSING
COTTAGE 10.00am – noon.
Tuesday, 3 February: Giles Watling presents ‘The Extraordinary Life of an
Actor’ which will be linked with poetry and some Shakespeare.
Venue: FRINTON METHODIST CHURCH HALL at 7.30pm. Admission £2
members, £3 non-members.
Tuesday, 17 February: Winter Coffee Morning at FRINTON CROSSING
COTTAGE 10.00am – noon.
Tuesday, 3 March: ‘Guernsey at War’ – The moving personal and family
experiences of Margaret Brehaut, whose parents lived on the island during the
German occupation of the Second World War. Both Margaret and her sister had
been evacuated to Scotland.
Venue: FRINTON METHODIST CHURCH HALL at 7.30pm. Admission £2
members, £3 non-members.
Tuesday, 17 March: Winter Coffee Morning at FRINTON CROSSING
COTTAGE 10.00am – noon.
Easter Weekend: Friday, 3 April to Monday, 6 April
WALTON MARITIME MUSEUM opens for the Bank Holiday weekend from
2.00pm to 4.00pm for the Exhibition ‘Walton at War’ Part 2, 1815 (Napoleonic
War), 1915 (First World War), 1940 (Second World War).
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Tuesday, 7 April: Weekly coffee mornings commence at FRINTON
CROSSING COTTAGE GARDEN and continue through the summer from
10.00am to noon. Plant & Produce stall. Bring your friends to see Frinton’s own
museums and archives, including the RAILWAY MUSEUM in the former
Crossing Keeper’s Hut.
Tuesday, 7 April: ‘Electric Trains of East Anglia’ – An illustrated presentation
by Trust member John Floyd with the history of the old urban tramways from
the 1860s, together with the electric tramways which ran in the East Anglian
towns from 1900 to 1950.
Venue: FRINTON METHODIST CHURCH HALL at 7.30pm. Admission £2
members, £3 non-members.
Tuesday, 21 April: Annual General Meeting at FRINTON METHODIST
CHURCH HALL, 7.00pm for 7.30pm. Coffee will be served prior to the meeting.
Please bring the Agenda which is included in the next Newsletter and take this
opportunity to pay your annual subscription.
Saturday, 25 April: Walton Maritime Museum Stewards’ ‘Get together’ for
coffee and biscuits and to have a look around the new ‘war’ displays. There will
be a short briefing session.
Venue: WALTON MARITIME MUSEUM from 11.00am – 1.00pm.

Ask your friends to join the Trust!
For further information about the Trust, contact the Secretary,
Brian Jennings on 01255 861440 or email: secretary@fwheritage.co.uk
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