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Dramatically contrasting weather surrounded Walton-on-the-Naze pier when hundreds of 
people greeted the town’s new RNLI lifeboat:  on 26 May, the Duke of Kent officially 
named the new £2.7m Tamar lifeboat Irene Muriel Rees in wind and squally showers -  
the only damp day of the month.  On 10 April, sunshine had bathed the craft’s arrival at 
the end of the pier when she was greeted by other local lifeboats together with Walton’s 
111-year old ex-RNLI vessel, James Stevens No.14 under sail, which has been restored 
to seagoing condition by Frinton & Walton Heritage Trust. 
  
Trips on James Stevens No.14 can be viewed on our website, see the back page of this 
Newsletter. 
 
Picture courtesy of trust member, Peter Baldwin.  



Chairman’s Report by Rachel Baldwin 
 
I am just beginning my second stint as chairman of the Trust, having first held this post 
for three years some ten years ago.  Many of the activities that were established when the 
Trust started in 1984 have gone from strength to strength and become well-established 
traditions;  I am thinking of the summer exhibition at Walton Maritime Museum, the 
spring and autumn fairs at Frinton Crossing Cottage, the three editions of the newsletter a 
year, and the winter social evenings & summer outings.  One or two activities, such as the 
annual beach clean-ups and sandcastle competitions, disappeared from our calendar when 
we had no volunteers to take them over, but other challenges took their place:  the 
successful restoration to seagoing condition of the old Walton RNLI lifeboat James 
Stevens No.14 comes to mind.  Our year round activities, such as maintaining the Frinton 
garden, have seen many changes of personnel over the years and we welcome the new 
faces in the team as well as congratulating those long-standing members who have been 
stalwarts for so many years.   
 
The publication of the Trust’s first hardback book, Postcards from  … Walton-on-the-
Naze,  earlier this year has continued our core work which is to promote the history of the 
area.  Those volunteers who worked on the Walton book have now formed themselves 
into a history group with three projects in mind:  to start work on a postcard book of 
Frinton’s seafront, to examine the ‘local listing’ of interesting buildings & features, and to 
collaborate with the Victoria County History of Essex in researching Great Holland for 
Volume XII of this definitive history of the county. 
 
Our new railway display in the Crossing Keeper’s Signal Box is another good example of 
our work to promote local history and I will be particularly pleased to see the old level 
crossing gates put into their new home in the railway station gardens this autumn. I feel 
that we need to look closely at all our core activities and do some strategic planning for 
the future. After all, 2014 will see the Trust celebrate its 30th birthday!  How shall we 
celebrate? Of course the Trust could not have achieved anything without you, our 
members, all of whom are volunteers.  So thank you to everyone;  the Trust exists for you 
and because of you, as well as for the community at large.  Do enjoy the fine summer 
weather and join in some of our activities listed on page 19 & 20. 
 

Membership Secretary’s Update by Jenny Gilkes 
 
At the time of writing, our paid-up membership stands at 223. Some of you may have 
forgotten to renew your membership but with this newsletter hopefully you will be prompted 
to do so. I am grateful to Pat Wilkinson for the help she has given me in taking over this job 
that she has done so ably for a number of years, we will all be sorry to see her leave the area. 
As the new membership secretary, one surprise to me is the number of members that we 
have from places far away! Thank you to all members for your support.  
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Frinton Memorial Flight  by Geoff Rayner 
 
Last summer’s 70th anniversary of the Battle of Britain saw a memorable display over the 
Naze by a Lancaster, a Spitfire and a Hurricane from the RAF’s Battle of Britain Memorial 
Flight. The event was to commemorate the loss of Pilot Officer Gerard Maffett, a Hurricane 
pilot, at the Naze, during the height of the Battle of Britain in August 1940. 
 

The 2010 summer edition of 
this magazine, which 
announced the event, also 
recounted the loss of several 
other aircraft in the vicinity 
of the Naze; one being 
another Battle of Britain 
casualty, and not a fighter 
aircraft, but a Wellington 
bomber, just offshore at 
Frinton. 
 

This August, on the afternoon of Friday 26th, a Spitfire from that same Memorial Flight is 
due to return to the Frinton seafront to pay tribute to the crew of that particular Wellington. 
 
In the summer of 1940, while Hurricanes and Spitfires were defending these shores against 
enemy bombers, the RAF’s bombers were attempting to disrupt the assembly of an 
invasion force on the other side of the Channel.  On the evening of 8 September, just a day 
after the coded alert that ‘invasion was imminent’ was flashed around the country, 
Wellington P9245 from 149 Squadron based at Mildenhall in Suffolk was outward bound 
over the southern North Sea when it ran into a terrific storm. What happened next was 
recounted to a journalist by crew member Pilot Officer Charles Parish, and the resulting 
story appeared in a national newspaper shortly after the incident.  His account is recorded 
below. 

 

"We were flying at 6,000 ft when we ran into a storm - thunder and lightening. 
We went up to 9,000 ft and turned on the de-icers. Suddenly there was a terrific 
clap of thunder right over us and for a few seconds we were completely out of 
control. The aircraft was badly iced up and we began losing height at the rate of 
2,000 feet a minute, though the ship's nose was up. Because of the thickness of the 
ice on the windscreen we were flying blind and just as we turned course to head 
for home, the port engine packed up. 
 
We tried the de-icers, but without effect.  The rear gunner then reported that the 
engine was on fire, but this didn’t worry us much and we went on until we saw 
searchlights, which meant the coast of England.  At this moment the other engine 
conked out.   We were flying then at 7,000 feet.  The captain decided we’d get 
over the coast and then jump.  Soon he asked the rear gunner if he thought we 
were over land, and both the rear gunner and the navigator agreed we were, 
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though we were still flying blind. 
 
The captain then ordered the crew to abandon the aircraft. The captain and I went 
on. We were now down to 4,000 feet. The ice had gone and I saw searchlights about 
five to ten miles away on the starboard beam. The compass was quite hopeless and 
no earthly use. I thought we were flying south along 
the coast. The captain ordered me to jump. We 
wished each other 'Good luck' and just before I 
jumped I yelled to him, 'Turn right'. The parachute 
opened all right and going down I could see the 
searchlights about seven miles away. Then I realised 
I was over the sea and that the sergeants had probably 
jumped to their doom. 
 
 
When I landed in the sea I must have gone down a pretty good depth and I came up 
with a terrific rush. In fact I practically 'took off', as my parachute dragged me along 
at a terrific speed. I lay flat on my tummy and 'planed' across the rough water. I 
thought I was being blown back across the Channel, so I jettisoned the 'chute and 
my flying boots and began to swim. The searchlights had gone out, so I tried to 
guide myself by the north star. I kept it on my right and swam towards the coast. My 
'Mae West' was very useful. After about an hour the searchlights came on again and 
I swam towards them. I swam for a long time. Twice I almost gave up, but 
something kept me going. The searchlights didn't seem to get any nearer. I had very 
bad cramp and was ill a few times. 
 
When dawn came at last, I saw I was about three-quarters of a mile from the shore. I 
took off my trousers and made a last effort, as I was about all-in. I reached the shore 
opposite a pillbox.   I was too weak to pull myself out of the  water and was 
rolling about half in and half out of the sea. I shouted several times, and at last 
some soldiers rushed out of the pillbox and picked me up. The soldiers were very 
good to me. I am sorry to say, my five colleagues were lost." 
 

That pillbox was between Frinton and Holland.  After a week’s leave, Pilot Officer Parish 
returned to flying operationally with his unit.  He went on to complete 54 missions before 
the aircraft he was flying (in a different squadron by this time) was shot down by a night-
fighter during an operation over northern Germany in April 1943.  Again there was just 
one survivor, but this time it was not Charles.  He and the other members of that crew are 
buried in Denmark.   
 
Of Charles Parish’s fellow crew members in September 1940, only the body of Sergeant 
Jack Brown was ever found.  He was a local man from Colchester and is buried in the 
Mersea Road cemetery at Colchester.  The others, Squadron Leader Lionel Andrews, 
Sergeant Donald Payne, Sergeant Nugent Bull and Pilot Officer Walter Searles, were 

The pilot and co-pilot in the cockpit     
of a Wellington bomber  
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found and their names are recorded along with the other 20,452 airmen ‘with no known 
grave’ at the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey. 
 
Over the years, parts believed to be from Wellington P9245 have been deposited at the East 
Essex Aviation Museum by local fishermen. The museum, at Point Clear Martello Tower, 
St Osyth, also has on display parts from many other aircraft that came down in the local 
area. It is open on Sundays (and Wednesdays in the summer) from 10am to 2pm and on 
Monday evenings. 
 
We hope our members, guests & friends, will join us on the afternoon of Friday, 26 August 
on Frinton Greensward at the end of Connaught Avenue, to mark this memorable occasion. 
The time of the flypast and further details will be posted on our website nearer the time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Martello Tower 'K' at Walton-on-the-Naze 
by Roger Kennell 

 
At this time two hundred years ago at Walton le Soken, bricklayers were busy toiling to 
build a great brick tower, with walls up to twelve feet thick, ovoid in plan and with        
inclining walls. It was a Martello Tower, one of three constructed at Walton and Frinton. A 
total of eleven were to be built along the old Tendring Hundred coastline. Of these eleven     
towers, six still survive, one being Tower 'K' within the aptly named Martello holiday camp 
at Walton. The remaining five are all beyond Clacton-on-Sea. 
 
Napoleon Bonaparte was a threat to our shores from the late 18th century. At this time    
Signal and Semaphore Stations, one being at Frinton, were erected along the coast, then 
batteries, and later troops were encamped. One of these camps totaling some two to three 
thousand troops was at nearby Little Holland from 1798. 
 
The concept of the Martello Towers as a defence measure was begun in April 1795 with a 
report by Major Hay, whose information was that the Mortella Towers in Corsica were an 
effective means of defence. Eventually in May 1808 instructions were issued for their    
erection on the coast from Sussex to Suffolk. At Walton le Soken the next year, the        
necessary land for a tower off the Kirby le Soken road was acquired from Peter Bernard 
Scale for £450 with a deed dated 20th July 1809.  
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This rectangular parcel of land was part of New House Farm, and a small part of land linked 
to a new wharf in Mill Lane called Hewitts Quay, where Daniel Hewitt had an interest. The 
land for the Martello Tower was just over four acres in area, and the four corners were 
identified with boundary stones.  
 
The construction work began later that year, and was completed by 1812. Actual building 
work would have only taken place during the summer months to prevent any frost damage to 
the lime mortar, and also allow the lime cycle to achieve its strength and thus prevent 
bulging of the walls with the great weight from the brickwork. Some 700,000 to one million 
bricks were necessary for each tower. These bricks were made at brickworks located on 
either side of the Thames Estuary and brought to the site by the renowned Thames sailing 
barges via the Walton Backwaters. 
 
Tower 'K' also included a battery, facing east, and which comprised of three 24 pounders, 
and is a rare survivor today. Each of the Essex towers included a battery, except that on 
Holland Marsh, and were either of three or five cannon. Four of the eleven towers were 
within a moat, one being at the now demolished Tower 'J' at Walton, and now commonly 
known as The Round Gardens. 
 
The construction of these towers was a major undertaking;  only hindsight shows that the 
invasion threat had passed when they were ordered to be built, and they became surplus to 
government requirements.  Subsequently many were demolished and the bricks recycled into 
other building projects.  

 
 
 

The land on which Tower 'K' was built came back into private ownership later than most, 
when Col. Davis acquired it during July 1901 from the Secretary of State.   
 
Walton Tower 'K' however remains as a reminder of when our shores were under threat, and 
it was not to be the last time, as our history records.  

 



7 

Postcards from ...Walton-on-the-Naze 
 
‘A Handbook to accompany a historical walk around Walton compiled by 

Frinton & Walton Heritage Trust’. 
A Review by David Martland 

 
“This is a sweet little place and I think I am going to enjoy my holiday immensely” - words 
lovingly written a hundred years or more ago about Walton-on-the-Naze and found on the 
reverse side of the first postcard illustration in this superb little book. 
 
Published in March 2011 by Frinton & Walton Heritage Trust, Postcards from …Walton-
on-the-Naze is the result of several years work by a small enthusiastic committee of Trust 
members who have not only gathered together excellent picture postcards chosen from the 
Trust’s archives and members’ own collections, but involved themselves in many hours of 
research and discovery in original sources.  In all, 115 superb postcard images are to be 
found on its pages, many of them unseen until now, each one brought to life by interesting 
historical facts that are at times amusing and entertaining. In this A5 designed, compact 
little book displaying on its cover the iconic 1930s L.N.E.R. poster of the Naze Tower, 
words and picture postcards create a charming insight into the people, places and events in 
this seaside town from the turn of the twentieth century to the early 1960s.  There is also an 
added ‘bonus’, Postcards from ... Walton-on-the-Naze offers to the reader a unique trip 
down memory lane.  The postcards themselves are arranged in a logical progression to form 
a walking route starting and ending at Walton’s most northerly place, Stone Point. The 
clearly marked route of the walk is contained on a map on the inside cover. 
 
Whether you are ‘local’ or a visitor to this little town, whether you are just interested in 
looking at old postcards, or whether you enjoy reading about people and places, or perhaps 
you like following a planned walk  -  if you can say “yes” to one or all of these suggestions 
then this little book is the one for you!  
 
Remember it is written and produced by people who live here 
and share similar sentiments to those of the writer of that 
early postcard of more than a hundred years ago! 
 
As a resident in this area for more than 50 years and a keen 
collector of local postcards, I highly commend Postcards 
from … Walton-on-the-Naze published by Frinton & Walton 
Heritage Trust, price £14.95.  £1 from the sale of every book 
will go to All Saints, Walton-on-the-Naze Parish Church, to 
help repair the church tower.  Make sure you buy a copy! 
 
[Editor’s note: Trust members are entitled to a discount on a 
£1 off the ticket price mentioned above.] 
 
Copiers are available from Linda Ellis,  tel.  852993 
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The War Savings Plaques by Roy Caddick 
 
If you are over 75, you may recall fondly the War Savings Weeks which brought enjoyment 
to the dark years between 1939 and 1945. Harder, though, to remember the plaques, - 
“Wings for Victory” (1943) and “Salute the Soldier” (1944), which the Air Ministry and the 
War Office awarded for success in the Weeks. Then, across Britain, tremendous drives 
brought huge sales of National Savings products; additionally big programmes of events and 
donations swelled the funds to finance the War.  
 
With many residents away on National Service or evacuated and the main industry, tourism, 
closed, nevertheless, the four Wards of Frinton and Walton UDC won both plaques.  
 
Measuring 24 x 14 inches, the plaques look as if made of ivory, but they are actually plastic, 
cream urea-formaldehyde, made by De La Rue Plastics, Avenue Works, Walthamstow. 
 
The 1943 plaque shows, above the clouds, a 
winged figure, symbolising the RAF, fighting a 
serpent with three heads, representing the Axis, - 
Germany, Italy and Japan. Lower down, “V” (for 
Victory) is written five times in Morse Code. The 
picture owes something to the Romantic and Art 
Deco styles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 1944 plaque is simpler, - an Allied infantryman 
advancing with bayonet fixed, firm on a rock and 
moving towards wire and smoke, - an echo of the 
Great War (1914-1918), - while the aircraft of 
modern warfare support above. Even in modern war, 
only the infantry can clear ground, is the message. 

 
The inscriptions on both plaques are in the illustrations above. 
 
The plaques have modest value; Tenants Auctioneers, Leyburn, Yorks, recently sold a pair 
for £140. Several were awarded to Cities, Boroughs and Districts as they enthusiastically met 
and exceeded their targets so they are not exceptionally rare.   
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Nothing is known about the designers of the plaques despite the initials “McM” on “Wings 
for Victory”. Arthur Gearing, the De La Rue archivist, believes that in wartime the 
Company overlooked the usual documentation, also much material was destroyed by 
bombs. 
 
The East Essex Gazette, however, did record how the plaques were won and how, 
remarkably, in “Wings for Victory Week”, the residents of Frinton, Walton, Kirby and 
Great Holland surpassed their £100,000 target, raising £231,521 at £53. 10s. per head, a 
record for England, announced to the world by the BBC on 11th July 1943! 
 
The two plaques were donated to Frinton & Walton Heritage Trust in 1986 by Frinton & 
Walton Urban District Council and can be seen at the Crossing Cottage, Frinton-on-Sea.  
 
 

City of Leicester - Refurbishment Project  
by Brian Gibson 

 
The refurbishment project which commenced in September 2010 was finally completed on 
25 May 2011, the day before the Duke of Kent, dignitaries from Essex County Council and 
the R.N.L.I. visited Walton on the occasion of the naming ceremony and service of 
dedication at the pier head of  Walton’s new Tamar class lifeboat Irene Muriel Rees. 
 
Broadly, the refurbishment of the City of Leicester  involved the stripping of the vessel to 
the original woodwork (now eighty years old) and the application of a combination of 
seven layers of primer, under and top coats of paint plus, as the before and after 
photographs capture, many other periphery requirements. 
 
The work was undertaken by an enthusiastic team of six Trust members:  Rob Andrews, 
Brian Gibson, Tony Goldsmith, Gerry Hughes, Jerry Russell and Gail Whitehurst. 
 
The Trust is very grateful to the 
local Rotary Club for a very 
generous cash donation towards 
materials, and ongoing support 
from Brewers in Connaught 
Avenue, Frinton and Oxborrow 
Engineering of Kirby-le-Soken.  
The new white tarpaulin came 
from the United States and was 
donated by Tarpaflex via their UK 
subsidiary to whom we are most 
grateful. 
 
Editor’s note:  Have you visited our Walton Maritime Museum this season, open 
2pm-4pm daily until the end of September? Admission to members is free with your 
membership card. 
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Spring Fayre by Ann Gladwell 
 

Once again I have the pleasant task of saying "Well done and thanks" to all the volunteers 
who helped at the Spring Fayre on 14th May. We came close to equalling the gross profit of 
£1800 which was realised at the last Spring Fayre. Fortunately, however, we had fewer   
expenses, and so ended up with a net profit of £1406.66; rather more than last year! 
  
The idea of having a Bottle Tombola was a great success and certainly helped boost our 
funds. So, another thank you is to all the members who donated bottles/jars etc.  As  it takes 
several months to accumulate enough bottles to furnish a stall, it is probably something that 
we can only do once a year. So, get hoarding those bottles, ready for next May! 
  
The addition of a low key Children's Tombola was a success in a different  way. It made only 
a very modest profit, but it fulfilled the brief, in so far as it meant that there was something 
specifically for children, and that it kept their parents in the Cottage Gardens slightly longer, 
spending more money. It was quite significant that although fewer people visited the Fayre 
in May 2011, they seemed to be spending more, so profits were on a comparable level to 
2010. It should also be noted that several people commented on the colourful look of the 
Cottage Gardens on the day, making the buying of all those PVC tablecloths worthwhile! 

  
Besides the attraction of 
two    new    stalls,   David  
Foster and his team 
launched this year's 
‘Frinton      in       Bloom’,  
adding   extra colour to our 
spring event with a stall 
crammed full of  flowers to 
complement our existing, 
well-stocked plant stalls. 
  
 
We were lucky to have 

received, yet again, several donations from local businesses that allowed us to offer good 
quality raffle prizes. We are very grateful to those businesses for their continued support, and 
will endeavour to advertise their names on our noticeboard at the Cottage Garden entrance 
for the rest of the season. A small gesture of thanks, perhaps, but a sincere one.  
  
Despite a bit of a chill wind on the day, the enthusiasm and high spirits of our first- 
rate volunteer force and a very jolly band (pictured above) pushed the temperature to an all-
time high!  
 
Thanks to all involved. Hope to see you all again on Apple Day (8 October)!  Contact me 
on 852914 nearer the time if you can help.   
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Our Trip to Southwold, 22 June  
by Chris Byford-Smith 

 
We departed the Crossings Cottage at 10:00 hrs and headed for Southwold arriving about one 
and a half hours later. After parking up, we wandered around Southwold and looked for 
somewhere to eat. We chose the Nelson pub where we had eaten before and had a fine meal 
although the pub was somewhat busy. 
  
At 13:00 hrs we all converged on the lighthouse situated a little way from the town centre and 
very close to Adnams Brewery. On the dot of 13:30 hrs we were led inside and told to climb 
the 92 steps to the working platform below the light. Here we were met by the Southwold 
Millennium Foundation guide who told us the history of the lighthouse, after which we 
climbed a further 21 steps to the light room and learned about the workings of the light. The 
lighthouse was established in 1890 and is 31m high. The height of the light is 37m above the 
mean high water mark. It was automated in 1938 to electricity from an oil lamp prior to that. 
The lamp now runs from 12v batteries and is 90w. The range of the light is 16Nm white and 
12Nm for the red sectors. It flashes (4) White and Red every 20 seconds. The white light is 
17,100 candela and the red is 2,850 candela. 
 

At 14:30  hrs we all converged, during a heavy rain storm, on the Alfred Corry Museum where 
the Southwold No.1 lifeboat is kept. Alfred Corry is a Norfolk and Suffolk type sailing and 
pulling boat some 44ft in length and clinker built which was dedicated in 1893 and served 
until 1918. She was never motorised as a lifeboat unlike our James Stevens No.14 but served 
Southwold during some of the time that James Stevens No14 served Walton-on-the-Naze: 
1900 to 1928. She has been lovingly restored to her original condition as a static display and 
will probably never sail again. It is well worth a visit to anyone interested.  
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Architectural House Visits in Frinton, 21 May  
by Anna Baldwin  

 
A group of Trust members had a most enjoyable afternoon in delightful weather visiting two 
notable houses on Holland Road.  The Homestead, designed by C.F.A. Voysey, was built in 
1905-6;    Hempstead Lodge (and the house next to it) were designed by prolific architect, 
William Hayne in 1907.  (There was a very interesting article about Hayne in the May 2010 
Newsletter).   
 
Despite being built in consecutive years, they are very different.  The Homestead was built 
on a slope in an ‘L’ configuration with most of the windows on the cooler north and east 
aspects, one limb being a dedicated service wing where the servants worked.  There was an 
apple store (implying there was an orchard!), a scullery, then a warm and cold larder on 
either side of the corridor leading into the kitchen with an Aga.  The butler’s pantry gave 
good views of the front path so he could see who was coming to the door.   

 
For Voysey, being a prominent architect of the 
Arts and Crafts movement, nothing was 
extraneous and all features were both functional 
and beautiful.  The dining room is octagonal and 
the drawing room has exceptional acoustics. The 
property has original wood panelling 
everywhere. 
 
Although there is much known about this house 
(it    has   its    own     monograph    by    Wendy  
Hitchmough), there is no record of who built it.  
It is a Grade II* building, the * indicating that 
the internal features are preserved. 
 

Hempstead  Lodge is a  very  different  house but  is no  less  pleasing.  It is  rectangular  and  
symmetrical with its cool well-proportioned rooms. It feels more solid a structure than The 
Homestead. The main reception rooms have large bay-windows to the front and it too retains 
many original features.  There is a lovely sun room on the east side.   
 
There is a substantial kitchen and walk-in larder as all good houses of that period had. So 
many things can be stored in a cool airy place rather then the fridge! There was much interest 
in the  brickwork and   pointing, and  speculation  about  whether it may  have  been an  early  
example of cavity walling.  I can see why  Brian  Blackler is  promoting  greater interest in 
William  Hayne’s work. 
 
We are grateful to John Barter & Linda Ellis for organising the two house visits and also to 
our generous hosts, Michael Max at The Homestead, and Brian & Caroline Blackler at 
Hempstead Lodge, where their hospitality including providing a splendid tea. What a 
magnificent afternoon was had by all! 
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The Diaries of Richard Stone of Kirby-le-Soken  
1810-1833;  Introduction - Part I  by John Button 

 
Thanks to the good offices of  Frinton and Walton Heritage Trust, I have had the pleasure 
and privilege of studying the diaries of Richard Stone, farmer and gentleman, from the year 
1810 covering the early years of the nineteenth century so crucial in the fortunes of this 
country.  The diaries were meticulously kept and they contain details of every aspect of 
Stone’s career as one of the movers and shakers of life in the coastal part of Tendring 
Hundred.   

 
His father, Richard Stone, lived at Frinton Hall, quite near the old church but long since 
demolished, and farmed there near the shore, his fields extending probably to the present 
Greensward and possibly to the golf course since a ‘Tower Field’, is mentioned as being his 
(presumably a reference to the Martello Tower erected a few years previously).  The 
younger Richard’s activities were concentrated at Willow Farm at Kirby Cross near the top 
of the present Halstead Road and from the first page we see the young man throwing 
himself with enthusiasm into the exciting new world of the agricultural revolution, trying 
out new seed, rationalising field boundaries with his neighbours, using barge loads of ‘night 
soil’ shipped up from London and seizing the opportunity to use the new machines then 
coming on to the market.  He is an active member of ‘The Association’, a small group of 
local farmers devoted to promoting progressive ideas in agriculture and soon becomes its 
president. 

 
He organises work on other farms in the area: at his father’s, at Burnt House Farm on the 
back road to Thorpe (rather than the farm of the same name near Walton), and above all at 
Walton Hall on the Naze, where he is on closest terms with the Barnard family, who now 
own the estate, after renting it for many years:  indeed the first entry in the diary on October 
9th is ’Went to Mr B. Barnard’s Christning.’  He dines with the Barnards and has tea with 
them regularly;  he is treated virtually as one of the family, accompanying them on their  
trips by stage coach to London and Dorsetshire, which he describes in fascinating detail. 
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We see him steadily extending his social networking through Tendring with regular visits to 
Kirby, Landermere, and Great Holland Halls and further afield to Oakley Lodge and 
Bradfield Hall near Mistley, though he is never accepted on equal terms at Thorpe Hall.  As 
at 1820 from all the evidence, Stone does not even qualify as a 40 Shilling Freeholder with 
an entitlement to vote in the Parliamentary elections in the county constituency.  He seems to 
be operating on the very edge of ‘gentility’, active in the leading group of successful farmers 
who basically run the everyday life of this part of Tendring but never quite gaining entry into 
the charmed circle of the highest, such as Mr Martin Leake at Thorpe Hall.  Which is why he 
values the friendship of the Barnards, who have recently acquired the trappings of gentility.   

 
There is something of a Jane Austen feel about his dining and tea-partying with the ‘good 
and the great’ and there are regular picnics on Horsey Island or ‘the Island’, as he calls it.  
He watches with a sympathetic eye when a successful courtship leads to a marriage between 
his friends – though there was at least one which ended in utter disaster.  There are field 
sports such as hare coursing and ferreting for rabbits, (though significantly not fox-hunting) 
with cricket matches in the summer and, during the bitter winter of 1814, ice skating on 
‘Holland Flats’.  On one occasion he visits Colchester with his young friend, Mr Blowers, 
and goes on to ‘Chapple’ to attend a prize fight.   The impression given from the diaries is of 
a good-natured young man, even the life and soul of the party;  one phrase stands out after 
describing a good night out and it appears over and over again: ‘did famously’.  
 
Irene Johnson’s fascinating little book, ‘Turning Point, the History of Kirby-le-Soken from 
1823 to 1862’, published in 1982, drawing as it does on parish and church records, has 
provided  the  writer  with a  wealth of  detail  on the  social  life of the  village, such as  the 
location of Willow Farm itself and the various ramifications of the Stone family. A huge debt 
of gratitude is owed to her scholarship.   Stone’s eldest son, also Richard, was born in 1809, 
as her book discloses, which would place our man at the age of about twenty-five in 1810 
when he started the diary.   
 
Part II of this Introduction will appear in the next newsletter, with entries from this 
fascinating document following thereafter. 
 

Walking the Wall  by Carol Cooper 
 
An evening walk around Kirby-le-Soken Backwaters in May was led by Trust member Chris 
Byford-Smith who shared his pre-1950s memories of growing up in the locality with 26 
members on a walk of the historic coastline.  To start, Chris showed us his large collection of 
mounted Neolithic flints, arrowheads and sharks teeth, together with ancient pottery he had 
found in the Backwaters.  We set off from Quay Lane where the replica barge moored off 
Quay Cottage made an attractive picture and there was much clicking of cameras.  Later, 
carrying on along the seawall towards Skippers Island, Chris had various stories to tell, 
pointing out much of interest, including Arthur Ransome’s ‘Secret Water’ connections and 
various wartime artefacts.  There was plenty of wildlife to be seen:  swimming seals and 
others basking on the muddy banks and, of course, sea birds and beautiful views.  On our 
return to the pub car park several members enjoyed a good meal and others a welcome drink.  
Many thanks to Chris from everybody for giving us such an interesting and enjoyable walk.  
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WHAT’S ON & WHERE  
 
FRINTON CROSSING COTTAGE & GARDEN :   Tuesday Coffee Mornings continue 
weekly through the summer from 10am to 12 noon until 18 October.  Plant & produce stall.  
Bring your friends to see Frinton’s own museum, archives and the new railway display in 
the Crossing Keeper’s Signal Box, now open to the public. 
 
WALTON MARITIME MUSEUM , East Terrace:  open daily from 1 July to 30 
September, 2pm to 4pm for the summer exhibition based on the Trust’s new book:  
‘Postcards from  … Walton-on-the-Naze’   
 
Friday, 26 August:  BATTLE OF BRITAIN MEMORIAL FLIGHT FLY PAST & 
exhibition to commemorate the loss offshore locally of a wartime Wellington, Frinton 
Greensward between 12 noon  & 4pm.   (Flypast expected 2.30 pm, subject to change) 
 
Sunday, 28 August:  OPEN DAY & Bric-a-Brac sale at FRINTON CROSSING 
COTTAGE GARDEN from 10.30am to 4pm.  Frinton Museum, archives and new railway 
display in the Crossing Keeper’s Signal Box will be open to the public.  Helpers etc 
wanted. 
 
Tuesday, 4 October:  An illustrated talk:  ‘THE WILDLIFE & LANDSCAPES OF 
HAMFORD WATER & WALTON BACKWATERS’ with exceptional photography by 
Trevor Clifford;  the first of this autumn’s social evenings. 
Frinton Methodist Church Hall at 7.30pm.  Admission:  £2 members;  £3 non-members. 
 
Saturday, 8 October:  APPLE DAY & AUTUMN FAIR at FRINTON CROSSING 
COTTAGE GARDEN, 10.30am to 2.30pm.  The Trust’s main autumn fundraising event:  
support us please by supplying (or buying!) our plants, garden produce, cakes, preserves, 
bric-a-brac, jewellery etc.  Co-ordinator, Ann Gladwell, can be contacted on 852914. 
 
Tuesday, 1 November:  ‘MY EARLY LIFE BARGING’, an illustrated talk by Jim 
Lawrence of Brightlingsea, one of the few remaining bargeman with a host of interesting 
stories.   
Frinton Methodist Church Hall at 7.30pm.  Admission:  £2 members;  £3 non-members. 
 
Tuesday, 15 November,  Winter COFFEE MORNING at FRINTON CROSSING 
COTTAGE, 10am to 12 noon. 
 
Tuesday, 6 December:  Christmas Social Evening:  ‘RECYCLING – THE HISTORY OF 
CYCLING’ by Stuart Warburton, Heritage Development Manager, Essex County Council 
& curatorial adviser to Walton Maritime Museum, will share his passion for old cycles and 
entertain us in costume.   
Frinton Methodist Church Hall at 7.30pm.  Please bring a plate of food to share.   
 
Tuesday, 20 December:  Christmas COFFEE MORNING at FRINTON CROSSING 
COTTAGE, 10am to 12 noon. 
 
 



WHAT’S ON & WHERE (continued)  
 
Sunday, 1 January 2012:  NEW YEAR’S DAY WALK led by Jerry & Hilary Russell.  
Meet at the Crossing Cottage at 11am followed by mulled wine and shared food back at the 
Cottage.   
 
Tuesday, 17 January 2012:   Winter COFFEE MORNING at the CROSSING COTTAGE, 
10am to 12 noon. 
 
Tuesday, 7 February:  Guy Smith, farmer of Wigborough Wick Farm, St Osyth, whose 
family have farmed in the Clacton area for over 500 years, presents an illustrated talk and 
asks the question:  ‘IS THE WORLD GOING TO RUN OUT OF FOOD?’ 
Frinton Methodist Church Hall at 7.30pm.  Admission £2 members;  £3  non-members. 
 
Tuesday, 21 February:  Winter COFFEE MORNING at the CROSSING COTTAGE, 10am 
to 12 noon. 
 
Tuesday, 6 March:  An illustrated talk by a representative from DONG ENERGY, a world 
leader in developing, constructing and operating offshore wind farms. 
Frinton Methodist Church Hall at 7.30pm.  Admission:  £2 members;  £3  non-members. 
 
Tuesday, 20 March:  Winter COFFEE MORNING at the CROSSING COTTAGE, 10am to 
12 noon.  
 
Tuesday, 24 April: AGM at Frinton Methodist Church Hall at 7.30pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask your friends to join the Trust 
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